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LEnER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



U. 8. Department of AaBiouLTUEE, 

Bureau of Animal Industry, 

Washington, D. C, May 12, 1890. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the proceed- 
ings of the Interstate Convention of Cattlemen held at Fort Worth, 
Tex., March 11, 12, and 13. Having by your directions dispatched a 
special stenographer to that convention for the purpose of supplying 
this Bureau with a full report of its proceedings, and having, more- 
over, been authorized by you to formally offer to publish this report 
for the convention, and the proceedings being of great and general in- 
terest to cattlemen, not only in the Southwest, but throughout the 
entire country, I beg to recommend its publication accordingly. 
Very respectfully, 

D. E. Salmon, 
Chief of Bureau. 
Hon. J, M. Rusk, 

Secretary of Agriculture* 



CALL FOR THE CONVENTION. 



In December, 1889, and January, 1890, an open letter was widely pub- 
lished in the live-stock and farm journals and other newspapers of the 
West, calling for an interstate convention of cattlemen, and for the 
appointment of delegates to such convention by the governors of States 
interested in the cattle business. The proposition was indorsed by the 
chief executives of many States, and by other persons prominently 
identified with the live-stock trade. The following is a copy of the 
letter above referred to : 

San Angelo, Tex. 

Whereas the State inspeotion law has been declared nncoustitational, and the 
Senate investigating committee has as yet been unable to suggest any means of 
relief for the depressed condition of the cattle industry, the undersigned, officers of 
associations and individual owners of cattle in the State of Texas, believing in the 
efficacy of united action, do most earnestly call upon all who are interested in 
this important industry to join with them in an interstate convention to be held at 
Fort Worth, Tex., on March 11, 1890, for the purpose of agreeing upon some uniform 
plan of conducting the cattle business in the future. 

In the present disorganized condition of onr industry it is impossible to correct the 
abuses that are known to exist, and unless some well-defined plan is established in 
which each cattle-producing State will unite, there is little hope of defeating the 
combination of buyers in the prominent markets of our country. 

We would respectfully call attention to the fact that the troubles we ha ve to cor- 
rect are of a commercial nature, and that it requires the very best of commercial 
ability to meet the emergency ; we trust, therefore, that bankers and merchants 
throughout the West and Southwest, who depend so largely upon the prosperity of 
the cattle trade for support, will Join us in our endeavor to place our business upon 
a proper commercial footing. 

When it is considered that the value of our product has declined over 60 per cent, 
and that the consumers of meat throughout the United States are compelled to pay the 
same price (and in some instances higher prices) for their daily -supplies as they did 
when we were paid a normal price for our cattle, some idea will be had of the mag- 
nitude of the wrongs we are suffering, and of the important bearing of the matter 
upon the commercial welfare of our common country. 

Estimating the annual consumption of meat in the United States at 10,000,000 head 
(which is equivalent to one animal for every six and one-half of our population, and 
in the absence of any statistical information on the subject this is believed to be a 
very conservative estimate), we are losing the enormous sum of over $200,000,000 an- 
nually ; and this fabulous sum, reaching almost to the value of the entire cotton crop 
of our country, goes into the hands of a comparatively few butchers, and to a very 
large extent ix^tp fibe b^Jids of four men who are commonly known as the ' Big Four 
of Chicago/ 
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With this terrible depreciation in the value of our resources, is it any wonder that 
farmers are poor, and that the commercial industries of the West and Southwest are 
80 paralyzed ? 

We believe we can correct the evil, but it will require the combination of all parties 
interested, and we therefore respectfully request the chief executives of all States and 
Territories trading with Chicago, Kansas City, and St. Louis to send delegates from 
their respective sections; and while it is essential that the owners of cattle should 
unite, it is with us important that a banking and commercial element should be well 
represented in the convention, through whose ability a proper organization can be 
recommended. 

We appear to the press to aid us in our struggle, and to urge upon the people the 
importance of vigorous action. 

In calling the convention to meet at Fort Worth, we are sensible of the fact that 
the city named is somewhat removed from the center of trade, yet when we reflect 
that it is to the rapid development of the range business in Texas, Colorado, and New 
Mexico that the present demoralized condition of our industry is largely due, we 
believe that much more will be accomplished if the meeting is held in the Southwest 
than if held in one of the older States. 

Wm. L. Black, 
Chairman (and others). 

In compliance with the above call, delegates appointed by the gov- 
ernors of their respective States and Territories assembled at Fort 
Worth, Tex., and met in convention at the Opera House on Tuesday, 
March 11, at 2 p. m. 



PROCEEDINGS OP THE CONVENTION. 



FIRST DAY-TUESDAY. 

At the opening of the Convention Hon. T. T. D. Andrews introduced 
Hon. H. S. Broiles, mayor of the city of Fort Worth, who addressed 
the delegates as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Interstate Cattlemen's Convention : It is indeed a 
pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the city of Fort Worth, and to as- 
sure you, as I do, of the hospitality awaiting you on this occasion. I 
understand that your organization still remains in chaos, not yet being 
perfected ; therefore it would be improper for me to mention the causes 
and effects which have led to this gathering, or to allude to the evils 
recognized as existing in the present state of affairs, and attempt to 
'prescribe their remedies. That, gentlemen, remains for you. It is for 
me, in the name of Fort Worth, to tender you a most cordial welcome. 
You are representative men of many States, and we feel that we are 
connected with you by iron bands. The facilities for rapidly transport- 
ing our products are of comparatively recent date. Before the days of 
our railroads we very frequently saw great droves of cattle pursuing 
their six months' journey along the trail to market ; and now the dis- 
tance between the same two points can be covered in a few days, and 
the reports of the stock market, formerly received by mail, are now 
transmitted by the electric current. This is indeed an age of progress. 

We are glad to see this great cattle industry represented here by so 
able a body as yours. And not only the eyes of the people of Fort 
Worth, of Texas, of the United States are upon you to-day 5 you are 
regarded by the eyes of the whole world, and they are looking forward 
with the hope that your deliberations shall be harmonious, and shall 
effect such a result as may give relief to this down-trodden industry — a 
relief extending itself to other branches also, for whatever affects the 
cattle interest aft'ects the whole commonwealth. Again, on behalf of 
our city, I welcome you to our hospitalities, and bid you Godspeed in 
your great cause. 

I will now introduce to you Hon. T. T. D. Andrews, who is one of 
you — a cattleman. [Applause.] 

Mr. Andrews addressed the Convention as follows: 

Gentlemen, it aff'prds me infinite satisfaction to see such a great 
body of American citizens, representing one of the most important in- 
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dustries upon the face of the earth, and who have left their homes in 
the Korth, the West, and the East, and have assembled here iu our 
beloved southland for the purpose of consulting together as to the best 
means of relieving their oppressed industry from the burdens resting 
upon it. You have come here, sirs, with no idle task before you 5 you 
have come here interested as men never were before in the welfare of 
that industry which at this moment lies prostrate beneath the iron heel 
of despotism. You have come here, gentlemen, to consult together with- 
out temper, without prejudice toward any interest or purpose to break 
down any existing institution, and with no desire whatever to do any 
injury to any branch of the business in which you are engaged. 

In times past desperate diseases have seemed to tjall for desperate 
remedies, and in many instances these have been applied without suc- 
cess. We are now met as a band of brothers seeking the light, iseA- 
ing the way in which more light can be thrown upon our industry, and 
hoping to secure some good from a general consultation and a general 
interchange of views. We know that the refrigerators of this country 
have come to stay, and that they are the best instrumentalities ever 
employed in the killing and curing of beef. We have no warfare with 
them except so far as they war upon the interest which we represent. 
[Applause.] Indeed we believe in having more refrigerators ; but we 
are unalterably opposed to any combination which seeks to destroy 
the very first interest of our beloved country. A great problem is 
before the American people. We see the farmers of the Northwest 
ground down to a point where there is no longer any profit in the 
great business which they are conducting. We find that last year the 
State of Illinois produced a crop of corn which was one of the greatest 
recorded in her history, but which brought her a loss of $10,000,000, 
mainly due to the fact that the industry we represent is prostrated ; 
the prices of the beef and hog products have gone down together. Far 
be it from me to say that I would have this Convention take any £K>tion 
whatever against any refrigerator interest in Chicago, Kausas City, or 
elsewhere. On the contrary, I would like to see refrigerators scattered 
all over this great land, and your serious attention is to be invited to • 
. questions of practical moment in that regard. 

I would welcome to this Convention every man who feels an interest 
in this business. I would like to see something come out of this Con- 
vention. You have not traveled thousands of miles to reach Fort Worth 
for nothing, but have come here with purposes fixed in your minds. 
We require harmony, and it is desirable that this great body of men 
should feel that they are working for the public good and should not be 
at all disposed to throttle any interest of vital moment to the cattle 
business. 

Gentlemen, Texas, almost the originator of the sliort-horn, and cer- 
tainly the greatest cattle State in the Union, feels honored by the 
presence of this vast assemblage. Never before in her history has she 



had such a body of representative men upon her soil. You have been in- 
vited here from all the four corners of the earth. You find every industry 
in Texas buoyant and * booming.' -Our cities are growing with a 
rapidity that is almost startling ; our country blooms and blossoms as 
the rose, and from end to end of Texas advancement and progress are 
found. Throughout the entire area of our State railroads are being 
started to serve as its arteries. The only industry here which seems 
prostrated is the cattle industry. For that industry, gentlemen, you 
are here to seek relief; you are here to do something which shall en- 
liven and build up the cattle trade, and I trust that in your deliberations 
the spirit of fairness and the disposition to accord justice which have 
always characterized the cattlemen will still prevail 5 that harmony will 
preside in your counsels and success attend upon your judgments. 
[Applause.] 

The selection of a temporary chairman being in order, Col. T. J. Hur- 
ley, of Texas, placed in nomination Hon. O. A. Hadley, of !N"ew Mexico* 
The nomination was seconded, and Mr. Hadley was elected without 
opposition. He was escorted to the chair, and spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention: Although this honor was unexpected, 
undesired, and unsought for, it is one for which I am truly thankful. I 
have attended all the conventions of cattlemen that have been held in 
this country, and I feel that every man ought to be ready and willing 
to assume any position desired by the cattlemen if anything good can 
thereby be accomplished. 

We have met for the fifth time within six years to see whether some- 
thing can be done to promote and benefit this great industry of ours. 
I am sorry that I have to state here to-day that very little, if anything, 
has heretofore been accomplished in aid of the cattle interest. I there- 
fore sincerely hope and pray that this, the fifth convention, will prove 
an exception to the rule of its predecessors. [Applause.] 

I believe there are questions that can be solved and things that can 
be done by a representative body such as this, which seems to me to 
personify the cattle interest of the country west of the Mississippi, if 
we will only work in harmony and do business upon business principles. 
A ' hurrah convention ' may be very pleasant socially and otherwise, 
but it can do nothing to promote the business interests of the cattle- 
men. 

We have before us two questions. One is whether something must 
be done to enable us to get more for our cattle than we are getting now. 
Upon that you will all agree. The other question is as to what shall 
be done to this desired end of obtaining a higher price ; and, gentlemen, 
I understand that the consideration of that question is what you are here 
for to- day. Colonel Andrews has very clearly and very forcibly stated 
to you the objects of this Convention, and knowing that you are pre- 
pared to do such business as shall come before it in this temporary or- 
ganization, I hope that I shall have your aid and assistance until we 
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are permanently organized. Nominations for a temporary secretary are 
in order. 

Mr. Charles H. Gould, of Nebraska, was nominated for temporary 
secretary. The nomination was seconded, and Mr. Gould was elected 
without opposition. 

It was moved that a committee of five be a^jpointed on permanent 
organization. 

The Chairman pro tempore. If the Convention will allow me to offer 
a suggestion, I would say that it has been customary heretofore, I think 
always, and it would be an immense relief now, as this is a large assem- 
bly, to have the necessary committees appointed by selection from the 
several States and Territories represented. Perhaps the gentleman will 
so modify his motion. 

A Delegate. I will move that the States and Territories here rep- 
resented do each hand up to the Chair the name of a single delegate, 
and that the delegates thus selected shall together constitute a commit- 
tee on permanent organization. 

The Chairman i)ro tempore. And also on credentials? 

The Delegate. Yes, sir. 

It was moved that the present organization be made the permanent 
one. 

The Chairman pro tempore. The motion is not in order. 

A delegate from Kansas moved the appointment of committees on 
credentials, permanent organization, order of business, and resolutions, 
stating that these were the four committees usually first appointed. 

The Ghairiaan pro tempore. The question is upon the appointment 
of a committee on credentials, to consist of one member selected by the 
delegation from each State and Territory represented. 

The question was put and carried. 

It was moved that each delegation also nominate a member of the 
committee on permanent organization and a member of the committee 
on representation. The motion was seconded. 

A Delegate. It is suggested that the original call for the Conven- 
tion be first read, in order that we may determine from what stand- 
point we start. 

It was moved that the roll of the States and Territories represented 
be called. 

The Chairman pro tempore. The question before the Convention is 
upon the appointment of two committees, one on representation and 
one on permanent organization. 

The question was put and carried. 

The Chairman pro tempore. The delegations will now hand up the 
names of the gentlemen whom they desire should serve on these com- 
mittees. 

The Secretary. I have nothing to go by. I have not the call nor 
the list of names of the States and Territories represented. 



The Chairman pro tempore. Gall the roll of the United States and 
you will be safe. 

After consultation, the following named gentlemen were selected by 
the several delegations as members of the respective committees, and 
their names were announced by the Secretary. 

Committee on Credentials and Eepresentation : Messrs. E. J. Simp- 
son, Arizona; James T. Henderson, Arkansas; D. Monahan, Colo- 
rado; Edwin Watts, Illinois; J. L. McAtee, Indian Territory; W. W. 
Guthrie, Kansas ; J. F. Davidson, Missouri ; E. P. Savage, Nebraska ; 
E. F. Hardy, New Mexico ; W. L. Black, Texas ; A. H. Hord, Wyoming. 

Committee on Permanent Organization : Messrs. E. J. Simpson, 
Arizona; L. Minor, Arkansas; H. S. Holly, Colorado; M. P. Buell, 
Illinois; S. Mayes, Indian Territory; E. M. Hewins, Kansas; T. B. 
Price, Missouri ; Elijah Filley, Nebraska; W. H. H. Llewellyn, New 
Mexico; J. T. Brackenridge, Texas ; H. B. Ijams, Wyoming. 

Mr. Hurley (Texas), on behalf of the Commercial Club of Fort 
Worth, extended to the delegates an invitation to accept the hospitali- 
ties of the club during the Convention. 

It was moved that when the Conv/ention adjourned it should adjourn 
to meet at 10 o'clock on the following morning. 

Mr. Bush (Texas) stated that the Northwest Texas Cattle Baisers' 
Association, now in convention, had adjourned to meet in the Opera 
House at 9 o'clock on the following morning, but that out of courtesy 
to the ladies and gentlemen present the hall would be conceded to the 
Interstate Cattlemen's Conv^ention. This announcement was received 
with applause. 

Mr. Harlin (Missouri) moved that the adjournment be until 9 o'clock 
instead of 10 o'clock. The motion was seconded and carried. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned. » 



SECOND DAY-WEDNESDAY. 

MORNING SESSI()N. 

The Convention was called to order by the Ohairnian pro tempore at 9 
a. m. 

The Chairman pro tempore announced that the first order of business 
under the temporary organization would be the report of the Committee 
on Credentials. The report was handed up and was read by the Secre- 
tary as follows : 



vmmA Members of the Interstate Cattlemen^ 8 Convention: 

. Yoar Committee oa Credentials begs leave to report : We find the following States 
iand Territories represented by delegates : Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, In- 
dian Territory, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexiqp, Texas, Wyoming. 

We present the following as the basis of representation of the several States and 
Territories: Arizona, 8; Arkansas, 6; Colorado, 12; Illinois, 15; Indian Territory, 6; 
Kansas, 15 ; Missouri, 15; Nebraska, 12; New Mexico, 12; Tex«s, 30; Wyoming, 12. 

We find the following accredited delegates entitled to seats and voices in this Con- 
yention : 

Arizona, — Messrs. E. J. Simpson, J. F. W aters. 

Arkansas. — Messrs. James T. Henderson, L. Minor. 

Colorado.— M.e88Ta, J. L. Bailey, G. W. Ballantine, William Barth, J. W. Bowles, J. 
1.. Brush, William L. Campbell, F.P.Ernest, H. Gebhard, R. G. Head, S. R. Hill, H. 
S. Holly, William Holly, A. A. Howard, M. W. Jones, T. R. Jones, E. A. Kent, C. 
G. Lamb, S. Laustano, M. J. Leaming, J. C. Leary, J. McCormick, H. H. Metcalf, 
D. Monahan, E. Nuckels, A. M. Pryor, C. E. Pughe, Hy Riddel], E. J. Temple, J. F. 
ZeU. 

. Illinois.— Mea»T8. F. M. Bacon, M. P. Buell, Charles A. Funk, J. E. Greer, Henry H. 
Harris, L. R. Hastings, C. P. Johnson, W. T. Keenan, H. McChesney, C. W. Piatt, 
Allen C. Rush, J. S. Smith, R. Strahorn, W. L. Tamblyn, William T. Vandeveer, 
Edwin Watts, David Welling. 

Indian Territory. — Messrs. James H. Campbell, L. B. Haver, Henry T. Johnson, 
John L. McAtee, Charles McClellan, Samuel Mayes, Richard Phillips, William 
Thompson. 

Kansas. — Messrs. E. I. Addison, E. E. Ames, Robert Atkinson, E. A. Berry, John 
A. Blair, J. D. Braley, A. T. Brooke, B. H. Campbell, L. H. Cole, A. J. Day, J. A. Don- 
aldson, P. P. Elder, L.E. Finch, A, G. Forney, G. W. Glick, W. W. Guthrie, J. W. 
Hamilton, S. C. Hanna, H. A. Heal^, C. F. Henson, E. M. Hewins, Keenan Hnrst, 
W. M. Lacey, W. H. Lord, J. W. Mercer, J. B. Parnham, W. T. Rippey, Charles 
Robinson, L. Severy, John Sperry, R. A. Steele, D. R. Streeter, Eli Titus, J. C. Van 
Benthan, L. C. Waite, J. T. White, R. M. Wright. 

Mw«ottri.— Messrs. L. W. Arnold, J. W. Botts, Richard Brashears, F. P. Bronangh, 
James Brooks, C. F. Clark, B. O. Cowen, J. F. Davidson, Robert Estell, James K. 
Estes, Albert Falcon, N. H. Gentry, William Gentry, J. W. Gordon, Robert Graham, 
W. E. Hall, C. H. Harlin, D. S. Harris, J. G. Heart, T. H. Jones, A. Leonard, Charles 
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E. Leonard, Robert McCoUoch, John McDiarmid, Morton Mead, John Morris, Paul 
Paquin, M. E. Piatt, T. B. Price, Thomas W. Ragsdale, John R. StoUer, J. A. Todd, 
W.H.Vivian. 

Nebraska, — Messrs. A. C. Davenport, J. B. Erion, Elijah Fiiley, Miles French, 
Charles H. Gould, J. A. Hake, J. G. Meek, E. P. Savage. 

New Mexico. — Messrs. J. G. Albright, R. M. Barbour, G. L. Brooks, Francis Clntton, 
S. M. Folsora, O. A. Hadley, W. H. Halvey, H. W. Hardy, R. F. Hardy, James Harri- 
son, John C. Hill, S. S. Jackson, W. H. H. Llewellyn, Lewis Lutz, G. E. Lyon, W. 
S. Lyon, E. Mothersill, F. Nichols, James Normand, S. I. North, Hilario Romero, J. 

E. Saint, W. B. Slaughter, D. H. Smith, Charles Springer, Richard Steele, H. M. 
Taylor, P. J. Towner, Wiley Weaver. 

Texas. — ^Messrs. J. P. Addington, T. T. D. Andrews, E. J. Asburn, W. A. Barkly, 
William L. Black, William Blocker, J. M. Blockonson, Henry Bohls, J.T. Brackenridge, 
H. D. Bradley, Hay ward Braham, C. R. Breedlove, A. J. Brown, Charles E. Brown, 
M. V. Brownfield, T. B. Burbridge, Jeif. Burleson, S. B. Burnett, A. P. Bush, jr., J. 
W. Buster, George Byers, C. G. Caldwell, W. H. Caldwell, H. H. Campbell, J. C. 

Carpenter, Martin Casey, J. G. Childers, R. R. Claridge, Clark, J. W. Coker- 

uot, J. Coleman, Joel Collins, Jos. Collins, T* A. Colman, C. U. Connellee, W. R. 
Curtis, C. T. Dalton, O. A. Darcy, John Darlington, I. R. Darnell, Charles Davis, E. 
P, Davis, E, T. Davis, I. W. Davis, Joe J. Davis, J. H. P. Davis, R. T. Davis, J. M. 
Day, P. 1>odiid^ F. M. Dougherty, J. L; Driskill, A. G. Dull, J. J. Dull, E. H. East, 
H. M. Ehrenwerth, Joe Ernst, B. H. Enkhie, Mv Enkioe, J. T. Evans, A. Faraythe, 
Q. W. Fulton, Joseph Funk, E. L. Gage, D. B. Garflner, W.^. Oodsir, ©."W. God- 
win, J. W. Grooms, Jot Gunter, Meyer Half, F. J. Hall, H. H. Halsell, Henry Ham- 
burg, W. R. Hamby, A. Hamilton, J. Q. Hanna, J. Harris, Ralph Harris, E. B. Har- 
rold, William HarroU, J. W. Henderson, C. T. Herring, J. K. Hexter, L. H. Hill, R. 
T. Hill, William Hitson, H. D. Hogers, John H. Houghton, E. M. House, John R. 
Hoxie, A. W. Hudson, George Hume, J. L. Hume, T. J. Hurley, D. T. Iglehart, 

Jackman, Joe Johnson, A. C. Jones, G. B. Jones, Graham Kennedy, J. J. Kim- 

berlein, R. J. Kleberg, J. K. Knapp, Sam Lazarus, J. E. Lee, L. H. Lee, P. C. Lee, 
W. C. Lewis, J. M. Lindsay, George W. Littlefield, A. G. Long, A. J. Long, J. C. 
Loving,' J. D. Lundy, J. T. Lytle, Robert McCart, J. C. McCarthy, J. A. McFaddin, 
R. E. McMulty, R. E. Maddox, Felix Mann, E. C. Martin, J. M. Mathers, J.Mathews, 
A. L. Matlock, J. A. Matthev^rg, Max Mayer, Clave Merchant, M. Mertz, Abe Miller, 
A. M. Miller, A. Millett, C. C. Minnis, J. W. Montgomery, Tom Montgomery, D. W. 
Moore, W. R. Moore, R. P. More, Jake Morris, J. H. Nail, Tom O'Connor, W. W. 
Odom, T. R. Pearce, J. W. Perry, Buck Pettns, George Pfluger, L. Pfluger, A. H. 
Pierce, W. A. Poage, George Porter, R. W. Prosser, Ike T. Pryor, J. B. Rector, G. T. 
Reynolds, W. D. Reynolds, W. R. Reynolds^ A. B. Robinson, C. Robinson, C. M. 
Rogers, E. H. Ropes, R. R. Russell, E. J. Sandmeyer, Winfield Scott, O. O. Searcy, 
R. K.' Seaton, J. W. Shallcross, Felix Shaw, F. M. Shaw, T. H. Shaw, J. M. Sheldon, 

F. R. Sherwood, Rome Shields, A. Silverstein, D. E. Sims, C. C. Slaughter, John B. 
Slaughter, L P. Smith, R.A.Smith, R. M. Smith, W. M. Smith, R. E. Stafford, J. E. 
Stiles, H. B. Stoddard, W. E. Stovall, W. T. Stuart, E. C. Sugg, W. S. TaUbot, E. 
W. Taylor, H. W. Taylor, J. B. Taylor, A. W. Terrell, R. M. Thomson, Thad. Thom- 
son, Walter Tips, Thomas Trammell, R. R. Wade, Tom Wagner, S. Webb, J. J. Wel- 
der, G. R. West, A. Wheeler, C. H. White, T. F. White, Mark Withers, J. G. Wither- 
spoon, W. B. Worsham, R. K. Wylie. 

Wyoming. — Messrs. J. M. Chad wick, John Clay, jr., C. F. Fisher, Ralph M. Friend, 
A. W. Hay good, A. H. Hord, H. B. Ijams, A. S. Mercer, C. F. Miller, J. M. Newman, 
J. G. Pratt, J. E. Schooler, C. Stoddard, J. R. Whitehead. 

We recommend that all visiting stockmen be invited to seats on the floor of this 

Convention. 

Wm. L. Bi^ack, Chairman, 

R. F. Hardy, Secretary, 

A. H. Hord, Assistant Secretary. 
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A Delegate. How many votes are there upon that basis of repre- 
seDtation ? 

The Secretary. In all, one hundred and forty-three. 

It being stated that the names of two duly accredited delegates had 
been omitted from the list, the same were ordered to be added thereto, 
as follows : Harvey W. Salmon (Missouri), George Brown (Illinois). 

A Delegate from Texas. Here are some additional credentials 
that have just been handed me — from Texas. [Laughter.], 

It was moved that the names presented to the Secretary by the gen- 
tleman from Texas, and all other names from Texas, be accepted and 
inserted without further reading. The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

A Delegate. My name was not called ; am I included ? I am a 
Texan. 

The Chairman 2>y*o tempore. You are included. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) moved that the report of the Committee on 
Credentials be received. 

The Chairman pro tempore. I understand that the motion is to re- 
ceive and adopt the report. 

Mr. Brush. Ko, sir ; the motion is to receive the report, not to 
adopt it. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

It was moved that the report of the Committee on Credentials be 
adopted. The motion was seconded. 

Mr. Brush. I am decidedly opposed to the adoption of the report 
without some amendment. I desire to ofiler the amendment which I 
now hand to the Chairman. 

The Secretary read the proposed amendment as follows : 

Whereas on the basis of representation presented by. the committee the duly ap- 
pointed delegates from some localities wonld be prevented from acting in the Con- 
vention ; be it 

Besolvedf That the number of votes be mnltiplied by three, and each State and Ter- 
ritory be allowed to vote on that basis. 

Mr. Brush stated that under the proposed amendment the basis of 
representation would remain the same as reported by the committee, 
while the number of votes to which each delegation was entitled would 
be increased threefold. 

The motion to amend was seconded and carried. 

It was moved that the report of the Committee on Credentials, as 
amended, be adopted. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The report of the Committee on Permanent Organization was read by 
the Secretary as follows : 

The Committee on Permanent Organization respectfully reports that the following- 
named gentlemen have been selected for the permanent officers of the Convention, 
subject to the approval of the Convention : For President, Hon. H. B. Stoddard 
(Texas) ; for Vice-Presidents, Messrs. J. T. Henderson (Arkansas); £. J. Simpson 
(Arizona), J. L. Brush (Colorado), J. S. Smith (Illinois), E. M. Hewins (Indian Ter- 
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ritory), B. H. Campbell (Kansas), C. E. Leonard (Missoari), J. G. Meek (Nebraska), 
Charles Springer (Nev Mexico), C. F. Miller (Wyoming) ; for Secretary, L. E. Finch 
(Kansas) ; for Assistant Secretaries, Messrs. H. H. Metcalf (Colorado), Charles Gould 
(Nebraska). 

The committee recommends that the presiding officer appoint a seigeant-at-arms 
with authority to appoint his own assistants. 

The following order of business is recommended: (1) The Convention shall be 
opened with prayer. The committee recommends that the presiding officer of the Con- 
vention invite clergymen of the various denominations to open oar daily delibrations 
with this service. (2) Calling of the roll. (3) Heading of minutes. (4) Reports of 
committees. (5) Reading of correspondence. (6) Offering of resolutions. (7) Gen- 
eral business. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. T. Brackenridge, Chairman, 
Jno. L. McAtee, Secretary. 

The Chairman pro tempore. The qaestion is upon the adoption of the 
report. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado). I desire to withdraw the name of Mr. Metcalf, 
reported by the committee as one of its nominees for Assistant Secre- 
tary, and to nominate in his stead Mr. A. H. Hord, of Wyoming. Mr. 
Metcalf states that he is unable to accept the position. 

The Chairman pro tempore. If there is no objection the substitution 
proposed by Judge Brush will be made. 

It was moved that the report of the Committee on Permanent Organi- 
zation be adopted. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Chairman pro tempore. I will appoint as a committee to escort 
the President to the stage Judge Brush, of Colorado, Colonel Gentry, 
of Missouri, and Col. T. T. D. Andrews, of Texas. 

The President was escorted to the chair, and spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention: This is indeed an honor of which 
any man might well be proud, but I take it that it has been honorably 
bestowed upon the State of Texas and the great interest she represents 
upon this floor, for had it been otherwise there are gentlemen from 
other States and Territories who would have graced the chair much 
more than your speaker can hope to do. I am satisfied that you do 
not expect anything like a speech from me ; if you are looking for that 
you will be disappointed. It was my experience when on the trail a 
number of years ago that when there was a stampede the man who 
could first get to the head of the herd was the man always looked to. 
With your assistance, gentlemen, I trust that our deliberations will be 
harmonious and will result to the good of the interests we represent. 
If a clergyman is present we will now proceed with that part of the 
business. 

A Delegate. I sent a man out to hunt up two or three of tHem, but 
none have been found yet. 

A Delegate. It is doubtful whether there are any present in Texas. 
[Laughter.] 

By direction of the Chair, the Secretary read the order of bupiness, 
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Od motion, the calling of the roll was dispensed with. 

The Chairman. There are no minutes as yet except the reports of 
committees received this morning. The Chair desires to state that there 
is a large mass of correspondence on the table which the order of busi- 
ness requires should be read ; this would consume two or three hours. 
The Chair suggests the creation of a committee on resolutions, to whom 
all documents may be referred. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) moved that a committee on resolutions be 
formed by the selection of one delegate from each State and Territory 
represented. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Secretary called the roll of the States and Territories repre- 
sented, and the following-named gentlemen were selected by the re- 
spective delegations to constitute a Committee on Eesolutions : 

Messrs. J. F. Waters (Arizona), L. Minor (Arkansas), J. W. Bowles 
(Colorado), C. P. Johnson (Illinois), John L. McAtee (Indian Territory), 
G. W. Glick (Kansas), A. Leonard (Missouri), J. B. Erion (Nebraska), 
Lewis Lutz (New Mexico), A. L. Matlock (Texas), J. G. Pratt (Wyo- 
ming). 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) offered the following resolution : 

Besolvedf That all resolutions hereafter submitted be referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions without debate. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted. 
By request, the Vice-Presidents took seats upon the stage. 
At the request of the Chairman the Secretary read a communication 
from Hon. L. S. Boss, governor of Texas, as follows : 

Executive Office, Ansiin, Tex., March 8, 1890. 

Dear Sir : Please express my regrets to those who will he more fortunate in being 
present at the Cattlemen's Convention that circumstances beyond my control deprive 
me of that great pleasure. To me it would have been something more than an or- 
dinary satisfaction. I served a long and faithful apprenticeship as a cowboy, and 
not only feel at home with them at all times, but am justly entitled to the shiboleth 
that would secure the grip and the greeting of a warm hand. I can assure your distin- 
guished visitors from abroad that they will receive nothing but courtesy and kind- 
ness from our people wherever they may go, but it would have been like visiting 
Egypt without seeing the pyramids for them to have come to Texas without seeing 
Fort Worth. The people of this energetic city have made it like the famous Com- 
stock lode — ^just when you expect it to shallow up it opens out in a newer and richer 
vein than all preceding ones. Their highest ambition, best purpose, and most earn- 
est wish being to see our State stand first in free and liberal institutions, moral fiber, 
intellectual reach, and all the glories which crown the most elevated civilization, 
they quite naturally want to make the whole country better acquainted with the 
growing hopes of our young State, which will soon stand in the halls of Congress 
like a young Hercules, conquering by obvious strength, leaving her club unused. 

The wise minister of Henry IV taught his sovereign that pasturage, tillage, and 
commerce were the three great nurses of a State, and, indeed, since the days of the pa- 
triarchs they have progressed and prospered with equal step in conjunction, and I 
have often thought that the plow, the anchor, and the branding-iron would form no 
mean coat of arms for any State or Empire. 

But hero are the representatives of a single great industry which for years was the 
greatest in wealth and prosperity and the foremost in our State's resources, and it is 
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no more than simple jastice to say that from the days of the Republic to recent years 
the cattlemen have been the avant couriers of our civilization and settlement, not 
only standing guard as a living wall around their ranches, but staying the work of 
the scalping-knife by repelling, pursuing, and punishing roving bands of Indians, 
and at the same time pushing out with their herds far in advance of the village or 
settlement of the agriculturist. 

Depending aloue upon their manhood, skill, and courage, they were mainly instru- 
mental in wresting from the Indians and buffaloes a vast domain whose lands, now 
known to be fertile to exuberance, were then supposed to be something like self- 
righteousness, the more of which a man has the poorer he is. It is a matter of public 
record that for more than twelve years prior to 1874 no new county had been organ- 
ized in this State. On the contrary, the counties of Young, Coleman, and Stephens 
had lost their county organizations, and were completely depopulated except by a 
cordon of fearless cattlemen like the Slaughters, Goodnight, Browning, Reynolds, 
Mathews, Carter, Harmisons, Braggs, Gholson, Elkins, Lovings, and a score of others 
equally worthy of mention along the border line. These men, aided by a battalion 
of rangers who were expected to guard a frontier line of nearly 800 miles, stood be- 
tween the savage and his victim. In that year the assessment roll of the twenty- 
three border counties of Bandera, Brown, Burnet, Clay, Comanche, Eastland, Frio, 
Gillespie, Hamilton, Jack, Kerr, Kinney, Lampasas, Llano, Mason, Maverick, Men- 
ard, Montague, Palo Pinto, Parker, San Saba, Wise, and Young showed in taxable 
values only $10,500,000, while to-day on the same basis of valuation they present a 
taxable property of over $65,000,000, to say nothing of the forty or fifty prosperous 
counties since organized beyond the theu frontier line, and which are now filled with 
well stocked and well cultivated farms as the homes of an industrious, law-abiding 
people, the pride and glory as well as the true strength of a country. These are some 
of the indicative trophies of the Texas cattlemen, and the legitimate fruitage of their 
dauntless courage and pioneer sufferings in the pursuit of their avocations, and injus- 
tice should entitle their interests and possessions to the equitable consideration of the 
Government and the people generally; and yet, strangely enough, while for years 
they have been the exemplars of a chivalrous generosity and bravery which made them 
the heroes of tales recounted the world over, in many instances they have been dealt 
with as men who have no claim to protectton. 

When the land was unoccupied and wire fences were unknown their business was 
conducted upon the open range and proved immensely profitable. Spanish fever and 
quarantine were dangers of which they never dreamed, and Texas was the cowman's 
paradise. This state of affairs lasted up to the year 1883, when the price of cattle 
suddenly rose to an abnormal value. A spirit of hazardous speculations was engen- 
dered ; ruinous schemes were put afloat, presenting tempting but delusive projects, all 
as ill-founded as the tulip mania or the South Sea speculation of two hundred years 
ago, and in the end like the maelstrom engulfing all that came within its fatal vortex. 
It established a new and dangerous relation between the owners of large and small 
stocks, and frequent collisions were threatened. In anight hundreds of miles of wire 
fences were cut, and the law for a time was powerless to prevent the destruction. 
The State seemed unwilling to either lease or sell them land. Debt, like a consuming 
fever and wasting consumption, began to cloud the brow and take the fire out of the 
eye of the bravest in their ranks. Their range was overstocked and the supply of 
cattle greater than the demand of our home market, and when they att-empted to 
drive in search of another and better they were confronted at the border of their 
State by restrictive quarantine and inspection laws imposing serious burdens and 
delays, or if to avoid this trouble they attempted to ship by railways they were sub- 
jected to ruinous freight rates, so that in any event when they finally passed through 
all these tribulations and reached a market in Chicago it was only to fall into the 
hands of those who graduated their profits with as much precision and certainty as 
they could number their herds, and there is to-day practically no other cattle market 
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on this continent. The price of every cow in the land is settled by its decree, and 
the delivery of beef to each city of note in the land, as well as the price, fully regu- 
lated, and sellers not in the syndicate or pool are alleged to be boycotted and rained 
at will. Yon should inquire into the causes and as far as possible remove these bur- 
dens. Whatever is done should be permanent and radical. A patient may be cured 
of a fever, but if afterwards he be placed under poisonous or malarial influences he 
is liable to become sick again with the same disease, and the relapse is even worse 
than the first attack. 

I have the most animating hopes and the greatest confidence that your present in- 
quiries will comprehend in their consequences general relief for all the States and 
operate as a bond of sympathy and union of interest in providing -more accessible 
and direct markets across the Atlantic, where millions of hungry mouths await the 
food you may send them by refrigerators and otherwise through deep-water harbors 
along our Texas coast. Ton cannot hope to reap the full benefit of your great in^ 
dustry until your beef goes from your own slaughter-houses to the markets of the 
world, and the law of supply and demand re-establishes a healthy competition, and 
you can enjoy the freeman's privilege of having some voice in determining the price 
of your cattle when ready to sell. 

And even after this has been accomplished, in order to place the cattle interest upon 
a safer basis you will, in ray opinion, be compelled to change your business into more 
methodical channels, based on scientific principles. It is obvious that the natural de- 
velopment going on in the country will force this process. Where there is no law of 
heredity or succession to interfere large pastures cah only mark a transition stage in 
the march of development. They cannot continue to be held in their entirety and 
bear the burden of taxation for the mere glory attaching to large possessions. The 
time is near at hiand when the value of these lands will be too great to be devoted to 
an improvident and unprofitable system of cattle raising. They are slowly being en- 
croached upon now and must inevitably yield to the small stock farmer, who will 
make them more productive by keeping fewer but better and more carefully nurtured 
btock. In this way the development of the agricultural and stock-raising interests is 
absolutely essential to our elevation as a beef-producing State, and the sooner the two 
interests are made to fully sustain each other the better for all concerned. 

Thanking you for the courteous manner in which your association's invitation was 
conveyed, and trusting that your meeting will be a grand success, 
I am, respectfully, 

L. S. Ross. 

President Interstate Cattlemen's Convention, 

Fort Worthy Tex. 

The foregoing commaDication was received with applaase. 

Mr. Savage (Nebraska) moved that the communication from Governor 
Boss be received and spread in fall apon the rainates, together with an 
expressioii of regret that the governor was unable to attend the Con- 
vention in person. Carried. 

Mr. Carroll (Texas) submitted a resolution in regard to deep-water 
harbors on the coast of Texas. Eeferred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. Connellee (Texas) also submitted a resolution in regard to deep- 
water harbors, stating that he desired to have the same read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

The Chairman. Under the resolution of Judge Brush, adopted a few 
minutes ago, if there are objections the resolutions offered cannot be 
read before reference to the Committee on Jtesolutiops, 
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Mr. OoNNELLEE. I understood that the resolutions were to be re- 
ferred without debate, but that they could be read before such refer- 
ence, and I think that to enable this Convention to understand what is 
being presented the resolutions proposed should first be read and then 
referred without debate. 

A Delegate from Kebbaska. A motion has been carried deciding 
that resolutions be received and referred to the Committee on Eeso- 
lutions. As they are reported back from that committee they will be 
read betbre this body and can then be acted upon. 

The Chairman. I would suggest that gentlemen sending up resolu- 
tions indorse them with a memorandum of their contents. There is 
nothing before the Convention, gentlemen. 

A Delegate. It was moved that the resolutions submitted be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Eesolutions without debate, and that motion 
was carried. I do not understand, however, that resolutions offered 
must be referred without being read, and I move that all resolutions 
be read and then referred to the committee. 

The motion was seconded. 

A Delegate. If we allow resolutions to be read as they are handed 
in the time of the Convention will be taken up without profit. When 
the resolutions are reported upon by the committee there will be time 
to rea<I them. 

Mr. Matlock (Texas). I think that the resolutions should be read. 
It is the usage in all parliamentary bodies to read resolutions and then 
refer them to the committee. To merely introduce the resolutions and 
immediately submit them to the committee alone would be to place the 
entire power of the convention in the hands of a few men. Every del- 
egate should know what resolutions are before the Convention. 

The Chairman. The motion before the Convention is that all resolu- 
tions offered shall be read by the Secretary and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Eesolutions without debate. 

The roll of the States and Territories represented in the Convention 
was called by the Secretary. The Chair announced the result of the 
vote taken as follows: ayes, 321 ; noes, 57. The motion was accord- 
ingly declared to be carried. 

The Chairman. The Secretary will proceed to read the resolutions 
now on the table. 

A Delegate. I hope that the Committee on Eesolutions will be 
called together at once. 

The Chairman. The members of the Committee on Eesolutions are 
requested to meet immediately after the reading of the resolutions and 
take charge of the papers now in the hands of the Secretary. 

The Secretary read the proposed resolutions theretofore submitted 
as follows : 

Whereas the c^rowing necessities of the West demand a first-class harbor on the 
Qul£ coast of Texas in order that the surplus p)roducts of this vast region shall ilnd. 

22709 2 
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an outlet to the markets of the world by a shorter route and at a great annual saving 
to the producer ; and 

Whereas the average surplus tonnage of farm products of the West amounts to 
many millions of tons ; and 

Whereas the Congress of the United States did at its last session provide for a 
special board of engineers, whose duty it was to report to the present Congress the 
most eligible point or points upon the Gulf coast of Texas for a deep harbor^ to be of 
ample depth, width, and capacity to accommodate the largest ocean-going vessels 
and the commercial and naval necessities of the country ; and 

Whereas the said board of engineers have reported in favor of Galveston, and 
have recommended the immediate appropriation of $6,200^000 for the improvement of 
that port : Therefore be it 

Besolved, That it is the duty of Congress to immediately appropriate the sum of 
$6,200,000 to complete the improvement of the port of Galveston. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the Senatoi-s 
of our State and tb our Representative in Congress with the urgent request that 
they earnestly labor to have the appropriation made as recommended, and that one 
copy be sent to F< L. Dana, secretary of the Interstate Deep-Harbor Committee, at 
Washington, D. C. 

Whereas class legislation in the interest of a peculiar Industry, known as the 
'oleomargarine revenue and license tax bill,' has resulted in imposing an unwar- 
ranted and unjust tax on the beef producer : Therefore be it 

Mesolved, That it is the sense of the Interstate Cattlemen's Convention that said tax 
should be removed. 

The Secretary attempted to read another of the proposed resolutions 
which had been submitted, beginning with the words "Kesolved by the 
Convention that the governor." He stated, and the Chair announced, 
that it was almost impossible to decipher the handwriting upon this 
paper, the author of which was requested to come forward and read it. 
This was not done, and the proposed resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions without being first read. 

Whereas it is the sense of this Convention that deep water' on the Gulf coast of 
Texas is absolutely essential to the prosperity of the live-stock interest of Texas and 
of the great Northwest : 

Besolvedy That we heartily favor the appropriation by Congress of $6,200,000, rec- 
ommended by the -board of engineers for the improvement of the port of Galveston ; 
and 

Whereas six years are deemed necessary to profitably expend the amount of 
(6,200,000 to procure deep water at Galveston ; and 

Whereas it is of the greatest Importance to the entire Northwest that deep water 
be obtained at the earliest possible time ; and 

Whereas the board of engineers reports that deep water can be obtained at Aran- 
sas Pass for (1,200,000 and at Sabine Pass for $1,400,000 ; and 

Whereas the amounts estimated by the board of engineers as necessary to secure 
deep water at Aransas Pass and at Sabine , Pass can be advantageously expended 
within twelve and eighteen months and deep water can be thereby secured : 

Be it further resolved. That this Convention favors the appropriation by Congress of 
the entire amount of the estimates recommended for the work required at Aransas 
and Sabine Passes; and should Congress fail to make liberal appropriations for 
Aransas and Sabine Passes, then it is the sense of this Convention that private capi- 
tal shonld be permitted to secure deep water at both Aransas Pass and Sabine Pass, as 
is now successfully being done at the mouth of the Brazos. 
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Be it further r^solvedy That a copy of these resolatioDS be forwarded to the Senators 
and Representatives in Congress of the States here represented, with the request that 
they work to the end that deep water may be had upon the Gulf coast at the earliest 
possible day. 

Tho Chairman. There is no utime attached to the resolatioa last read. 
Who is its author 1 

A Delegate. The author is Mr. Counellee, of Texas. 

Mr. Gliok (Kansas.) It is important that the Committee on Eesolu- 
tions should get together. Will the committeeman from Texas let us 
know where and when that committee can meet if 

Mr. Matlock (Texas). I am prepared to say that the committee can 
meet at the rooms of the Commercial Club. 

It was moved that the Committee on Resolutions meet immediately. 
Carried. 

The Chair announced the receipt of a communication from Col. G. 
W. Fulton, addressed to the presiding oflBcer of the Convention, and 
embodying some correspondence with the Bureau of Animal Industry. 

It was moved that the communication be referred to the Committee 
on Resolutions without reading. The motion was seconded and lost. 

The Secretary read a portion of the communication. 

Mr. Merger (Wyoming). I move that the further reading of that 
matter be dispensed with, and that it be turned over to the Committee 
on Resolutions. The motion was seconded. 

Mr. RoaERS (Texas). I move that a committee be appointed, consist- 
ing of one delegate from each State and Territory represented here, to 
which committee the communication from Colonel Fulton shall be re- 
ferred, and that the delegations be given the time from now until the 
opening of our afternoon session in which to make selection of the gen- 
tlemen who shall constitute such committee. 

The Chair stated that the question was upon the motion of Mr. 
Mercer. 

A Delegate from Illinois. Illinois desires that the communica- 
tion be read. It has been decided by vote that these communications, 
and especially this one, shall be read, and now because the reading 
takep time it is moved to table the matter. Illinois wishes to know 
what is in it. 

Mr. RoaERS (Texas). I move, as a substitute for the motion of the 
gentleman from Wyoming [Mr. Mercer], that a committee be created, 
consisting of one delegate from each State and Territory here repre- 
sented, to which committee shall be referred the subject of pleuro- 
pneumonia, splenic fever, and what is known as 'Texas cattle fever,' 
and that the further reading of this communication be suspended, and 
that it, together with all other communications and resolutions upon 
the same subject, be referred to the committee now proposed. 

The Chairman. Does the gentleman from Wyoming accept the sub- 
stitute t 
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A Delegate. I rise to a point of order. We have established a 
rule declaring: that all commuDications shall be read, and that rule can- 
not now be changed without a two-thirds vote of the Convention. 

A Delegate. In* reply to the gentleman I will say that this sub- 
ject, so broad, so wide, so vital to the cattle interests not only of Texas, 
but of all the Northwest, needs and deserves a separate committee. 
Matters "pertaining to this subject should not be sent to the committee 
having charge of ordinary resolutions. This is a separate branch of 
the cattle industry, in regard to which the Congress of the United States 
has seen fit to pass laws, and has established a Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry, and in relation to which the several States of the Union are 
marking dead-lines and passing inspection laws. It is a branch of the 
industry much more important than the matters which the Committee 
on Besolutions has in hand.; and it is but proper, while we have here 
representatives from the States of the great Northwest, that we should 
have the views of those especially interested in this subject, and that 
these communications and resolutions should be considered in a separ- 
ate committee, as moved by Mr. Rogers, and not dealt with by the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions at all. 

Mr. Elder (Kansas). The gentleman on my left raised a point of 
order upon the reference of these communications to the Committee on 
Resolutions without reading, and stated that such action would require 
a two-thirds vote. I call the attention of the Chair to the fact that the 
point of order is not well taken, as the motion to which the gentleman 
refers went only to the resolutions, and not to communications of this 
character. These communications should go to a distinct and separate 
committee for consideration. The subject is of vast importance to the 
people of Texas and to the people of Kansas also. 

The Chair ruled that the point of order was not well taken. 

A Delegate. If I am in order I will move, in line with Mr. Rogers's 
motion — substantially renewing that and offering this as a substitute — 
that a committee be appointed by the Chair, composed of one delegate 
selected by the respective delegations from each State and Territory 
represented, to be known and act as a committee on pleuropneumonia, 
splenic and Texas fever, to which committee shall be referred all com- 
munications bearing upon these subjects, and which committee shall 
consider the same, and shall report back to this body such resolutions 
as it may deem proper, together with such recommendations as to con- 
gressional action as may be agreed upon. 

The substitute was accepted,- and the motion was seconded and 
carried. 

Mr. Rogers (Texas). I move that the delegation from each State and 
Territory be prepared to nominate its member of that committee imme- 
diately upon our convening this afternoon. 

Several Delegates (speaking together). We are ready now. 

The Secretary called the roll of the States and Territories represented, 
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aud the followiiignained gentlemen were selected by ibe respective 
delegations to constitute a Committee on Pleuro- Pneumonia, Splenic aud 
Texas Fever : 

Messrs. J. F. Waters (Arizona), L. Minor (Arkansas), 0. G. Lamb 

(Colorado), H. McChesney (Illinois), Cragin (Indian Territory), P. 

P. Elder (Kausas), Paul Paquin (Missouri), J. A. Hake (Nebraska), O. A. 
Hadley (New Mexico), C. M. Rogers (Texas), J. R. Whitehead (Wyo- 
ming). 

By direction of the Chair, the following communication was read by 
the Secretary : 

London, Atchison County, Mo., March 7, 1890. 

Fellow Cattlemen: I cannot be with yon, but will give you some of my notions 
as to tho cause of the low price of cattle. I am a small feeder ; feed from three hun- 
dred to five hundred a year. There has been in the neighborhood of fifty thousand 
cattle shipped to this and Nodaway Counties this winter to be fed, from Wisconsin and 
Montana, besides the Western and Texa« cattle, and they are no small number. I do 
not think there will be a cattle famine this year, but it will surely come. Anything 
that will bring a shadow of a price is put on the market, cows, calves, and bulls, and 
if it were not for the English our good beef cattle would not be worth anything. 1 
think it is foolishness too for the cattlemen to pay commission to men to vouch for 
Armour's checks or auy of the * Big Four.* The day was when there were hundreds 
of buyers that no stockman in the West knew anything about. Then it was conven- 
ient to have commission-men that knew of such buyers. Wo would not be entirely 
at their mercy if you would demand the sales published. I think they have outlived 
their usefnlness. To sell your stock to us directly through the Americau Live-Stock 
Association at Kansas City would cut off all useless expense ; you would get more 
for your cattle and we would pay less ; consequently both wouhl be benefited. When 
it is starvation prices it is necessary to cut off every expense possible. Many of the 
farms are mortgaged here. With abundant crops of corn it seems almost impossible 
to keep their heads above the water, and the depression in the cattle market is one 
of the chief causes. Now it is you that will have to apply the remedy or we will all 
go down together. 

Hoping that your Couvention will be successful, I am. 
Respectfully, 

Richard Stafford. 

The Chairman. What is the pleasure of the Convention in regard to 
the communication just read ? If there are no objections it will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Eesolutions. 

The communication was so referred. 

Mr. Brackenridge (Texas) oflfered the following resolution, which was 
read by the Secretary : 

Whereas in view of the facts of the overproduction of beef and the limited mar- 
ket for the same in the United States, and of the necessity for the adoption of some 
measure for immediate relief: Be it 

Besolved, That we do recommend the immediate operation of the refrigerating 
factories uow established at Fort Worth, Columbus, and Victoria, Tex., and also th« 
establishment of a refrigerating slaughter-house at the most accessible port on the 
Gulf, with proper pasturage for holding the surplus receipts of cattle, and with pens, 
slaughter-houses, dryers, etc., of sufficient capacity for the slaughtering and freezing 
of from three to five hundred beeves per day for shipment to markets outside of the 
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United States ; and that we pledge our sympathy and support to these enterprises, 
and recommend that the farmers and ranchmen take stock in them, and that the 
President of this Convention appoint a committee of twenty to report to the Conven- 
tion the most suitable point on the coast for the establishment of the same. 

The proposed resolution was referred to the Committee on Hesolations. 

Mr. Hurley (Texas). I have been instructed by representative citi^ 
zens of Fort Worth, wh<5 desire to manifest their appreciation of the 
honor conferred upon the city by its selection as the place of holding 
this Convention, to invite the delegates to attend a banquet and ball to 
be given to-morrow evening, commencing at 9 o'clock. Tickets and 
badges can be had upon application to the secretaries of the several 
delegations immediately after the adjournment. We shall be very glad 
to see you, and promise you a good time. [Applause.] 

By direction of the Chair, the following communication was read by 
the Secretary : 

Hannibal, Mo., Mardi 10, 1890. 

Dear Sir: I have to-d«T.y forwarded to you Washington .and Fort Worth papers, in 
which mention is made of a deep-water harbor at Padre Island, Texas. 

As you are aware, ' Deep water for Texas * has been a question, and almost a 
public by- word west of the Mississippi, for the last two years, because this western 
country must have sliorter railroad hauls and cheaper rates to the sea. The whole 
problem of the fiirmers* troubles will be solved when the i)rodncts of the far West- 
ern States can find an outlet to the markets of the world by way of the Gulf sea- 
ports. The question now before the public is the construction of a harbor. We do 
not want experiments, nor do we wish to wait six or eight years. What wo need is 
the 30-foot harbor which can be constructed within the least time, and at the least 
expense to the people. You will readily realize the fact that the more a harbor 
costs, the higher will be the rates charged for shipping, even if the Government 
supplies the funds necessary for construction. 

I beg tbat you will carefully and impartially examine the papers on this subject 
placed before you, and will bring the same before your Convention ; and I trnst that 
the Convention will pass resolutions favoring the plan herewith submitted, and will 
forward such resolutions to the members of Congress from the several States rep- 
resented in your body assembled. 

Yours respectfully, 

F. S. Israel. 

The Secretary of the Interstate Cattlemen's Convention, 

Fort Worth, Tex, 

The following is a copy of the paper attached to the foregoing com- 
munication, and therein referred to: 

HARBOR ON THE COAST OF TEXAS. 

Washington, D. C, Fehruarif 27, 1890. 
The Chairman of the Committee on Commerce of the Senate of the United States : 

Sir: I respectfully submit for tbe consideration of your committee the following 
facts in connection with S. 2800, " to promote the construction of a deep-water har- 
bor on the coast of Texas at Padre Island :" 

It is a fact that deep water is nearer the shore at Padre Island than at any other 
point on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, from Yucatan to the Florida capes. 

Thirty feet of water, with a clay bottom, can be reached in 4,2o0 feet from the shore 
line of Padre Island. 
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The main-laud shore is 25 feet above mean low water at this i)oint. An abundance 
of hard rock for riprap and soft sand rock for concrete is at hand for use in construct- 
ing the sea-wall; and all the timber necessary for use in the construction of the work 
can be brought from Sabine Pass in schooners at a comparatively trifling cost. 

This point is nearer to the Pacific Ocean than any other point on the Atlantic or 
Mexican Gulf coast within the limits of the United States. 

From San Francisco, Cal., to this point 1,400 miles of travel by rail can be saved 
in coming from ocean to ocean. Good, fat Texas beef can be furnished to Boston, 
New York, and other Eastern cities 3 cents per pound cheaper than the present rates, 
free from the fever, shrinkage, and other pernicious effects upon fresh beef conse- 
quent upon crowded railroad travel. 

The viaduct, sea-wali, and breakwater, in fact the harbor complete, can be con- 
structed, according to the estimates of the best engineers, at a cost of $1,500,000, and 
within less than two years' time. 

An outer harbor at this point would furnish the best outlet for and secure the ben- 
efits of the commerce of two-thirds of Mexico and of all the Western States of the 
Union between the Mississippi Kiver and the Pacific coast. 

By its contiguity to the range this point would be the best shipping point in the 
United States for Texas cattle, and by the outlet and cheap water transportation it 
would restore life and prosperity to the cattle trade of the West, which has been 
ruined by combines, long railroad hauls, and the cry ** Texas fever!" 

The bill asks no money from the Government for carrying out the enterprise, but 
instead of a moneyed appropriation for improving the coast at this point, it asks the 
guaranty of 3 per cent, interest on $1,500,000 of the bonds of the company, and am- 
ply protects the Government against loss by giving control of the work to the Gov- 
ernment in case of failure to pay one year's interest ; and, under penalty of forfeiture 
of the guaranty compels the company to expend all money arising from the sale of 
bonds on the construction of the work, and, when com|)leted, makes the harbor a 
harbor of refuge, and gives room within the embayed space^ free of charge, to the 
Government for use of its Navy and revenue service, and limits the wharf charges to 
half the rates now charged by the wharf company at Galveston. 

I would respectfully impress upon you the fact that an outer harbor has no ele- 
ments of uncertainty. The question of outer harbors has loug since passed from the 
uncertain elements of theory to absolute demonstrated facts, as will be readily as- 
certained by referring to sundry outer harbors which are now and for some time have 
been in successful operation in other countries. I submit a few of many of these, 
giving the depth of water in which constructed : 

Feet deep. 

Holyhead, Wales 55 

Madras, India 44 



Feet deep. 

Alderney, England 125 

Algiers, Africa 106 

Boulogne, France 26 

Colombo, Ceylon 56 

Dover, England 45 

Genoa, Italy 50 



Cherbourg, France 50 

Odessa, Russia 36 

Portland, England 60 

Fort Said, Egypt 25 



Although there are many others, these are quite enough for our purpose. . 

It will be readily seen from the plan of construction outlined in the bill that when 
constructed the harbor can be enlarged to any extent necessary to meet the grow- 
ing demands of commerce. From the conditions of the Gulf coast it is a fact sooner or 
later to be demonstrated that an outer harbor is the only solution of the deep-water 
problem on the coast of Texas. 

I respectfully submit herewith estimates of cost, time, and manner of construction, 
by that eminent engineer General Herman Haupt, so well and favorably known to 
many members of this committee, and respectfully ask your careful consideration. 

John Willett, 
President of Corpus ChrisH and Padre Island ff arbor Company, 
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Washington, D. C, February 26, 18j0. 

SiR4 I have made a careful and detailed estimate of the cost of construction of an 
outer harbor at Padre Islaud, based on information given by you as to the facilities 
for procuring material for riprap and concrete in the immediate vicinity. 

The work of construction consists of the approach, the viaduct, and the harbor. 

Approach. — The approach consists of 5 miles of double-track railroad, conneoting 
the mainland with the east shore of Padre Island, crossing the shallow waters of the 
Laguna do Madre. This work presents no difficulty, and a full estimate of cost is 
$150,000. 

The viaduct. — ^The viaduct connecting the harbor with the shore at Padre Island will 
be 4,000 feet long, and the cost will depend on the plan of construction that may be 
adopted. I have made an estimate on iron cylinders filled with concrete and con- 
nected by trussed girders of 25 feet span, and the cost on this plan will be $150,000. 
If built entirely of iron, on the plans of Mr. Benzauo, the cost will be $85 per foot, or 
$340,000, a difference of $190,000. 

Harbor. — I propose to construct the harbor by surrounding the area with a substan- 
tial structure of trestle-work carrying a double-track railway, by means of which the 
material can be carried in cars and placed in position with as much facility as if on 
land. 

The structure would consist of a bed of riprap surmounted by a solid wall of con- 
crete. The cost of this portion of the work for a length of 5,000 feet, and inclosing 
an area of 150 acres, would be $1,000,000. 

The whole cost of harbor, viaduct, and approaches, with a breakwater to protect 
the entrance, will not exceed $2,000,000, and can be extended Indefinitely to meet the 
increasing demands of commerce. 

Time required. — Within one year from the time of commencing operations the vi«a- 
duct should be completed and a wharf provided on whichVessels could discharge a 
cargo in calm weather with 20 feet water, and -in two years the harbor should be com- 
pleted. 

The arrangements would be such with a double-track railroad that the forcns at 
work could be increased to any desired extent. . 

Wharves and warehouses. — These can be built on screw piles, capped with timber, 
but the cut forms no part of the construction of the harbor proper. 

Precedents. — Outer harbors have not been constructed in the United States. On 
the eastern coast there has apparently been no necessity for them, but there are 
numerous precedents in other countries. I have a partial list before me of twenty- 
two harbors and breakwaters constructed in open seas and in depths of water vary- 
ing from 20 to 125 feet, so that a harbor in 30 feet involves no elements of uncertainty 
as to practicability of construction. 

Why an outer harbor is preferable on the Gulf coast. — Because all the conditions are 
favorable for an outer harbor and very unfavorable for an inner one. 

The deep water at Padre Island comes within 4,000 feet of the shore, with a bottom 
of hard clay. 

At Galveston the deep water, 30 feet, is 6 miles from the inner harbor, and the ap- 
proach through shifting sand. 

Parallel jetties, 7,000 feet apart, with a maximum tide of 14 inches, can neither create 
nor maintain a navigable channel of 30 feet. 

Were it possible to create a scour between the jetties on the plans proposed it would 
lead to the formation of bars at the entrance and require their continued extension 
seaward. 

There is no precedent on the face of the globe where such structures, under similar 
conditions, have been successful. The civil engineers of the country, and so far as 
is known without dissent, predict a total failure on present plans. 

The success of Eads at the mouth of the Mississippi was due to entirely dissimilar 
conditions. 
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The people of Texas and of tlie trans-Misflissippi regions do not wish to wait six 
years for tbe expenditure of $0,000,000 to discover what sbouid be known in advance, 
that tbe effort to secure a 3B-foot chaunel by the means proposed had been a failure, 
and that millions more expended, in dredging could give no assurance of success. 

The millions of people intefested want a deep-water harbor on the Gulf coast. 
They want it now, in tbe sbortest possible time and at least cost. They do not wish 
to wait six or ten years for the results of a doubtful experiment. These wants can 
be promptly satisfied by the outer harbor only. 

At nine points on the Gulf coast $.3,035,572 have been expended on plans of Govern^ 
nient engineers without useful results, and the expenditure of $10,027,073, estimated 
as required for completion, will not insnre success. 

For an inner harbor Galveston is the poinfc, and if it shonld require even $20,000,000 
to secure deep water the appropriations should be made ; but care shonld be taken in 
tbe adoption of plans that will not result in disappointment. Galveston is too far 
removed from Padre Island to cause antagonism. Both harbors are needed and both 
should be constracted, particularly as the outer-harbor bill asks no appropriations. 
It will afford prompb relief to the cattlemen while waiting for the completion of a 
harbor at Galveston. 

Yours respectfully, 

H. Haupt, C. E, 

Col. John Willett, 

President Corpus Christi and Padre Island Harhw Company, ^ 

The Chairman. The communication is referred to the Committee on 
ftesohitions. 
On motion, a recess was taken until 2 o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order by the Chair at 2 p. m. 

Mr. Black (Texas) presented a letter received by himself from Hon. 
J. M. Rusk, Secretary of Agriculture. By direction of the Chair, the 
letter was read by the Secretary, as follows : 

Department of Agriculture, Office of the Secretary, 

Washington^ D, C, March 3, 1890. 
Sir : Tonr letter inclosing the call for an interstate convention of cattlemen to be 
held at Fort Worth, Tex., March 11, is before me. The considerations presented in 
this call, together wiCh a document signed by yourself, addressed to the producers 
of live-stock in Texas and other States, and described as offering *' practical sug- 
gestions for the cattlemen's consideration/' and " exx)osing the skeleton plans of a 
working cattle exchange," etc., have received my close attention. The depression 
of prices to the cattle-grewers has indeed attained serious proportions, and for some 
years past, and especially since my advent to office as Secretary of Agriculture, this 
subject has been to me one of earnest consideration, and the cause of profound solici- 
tude. I heartily commend the consideration by such a convention as is contemplated 
in the call before me of all the conditions affecting our great cattle industry, and 
without attempting to discuss in detail the plan for a cattle exchange which yon have 
outlined, I am persuaded that the organization by the cattle-growers of the States 
largely interested in this industry of associations whose special duty it shall be to 
watch over the interests of their members and of the industry which they represent 
must result in great good. The commercial side of cattle-growing, as of all branches 
of farming, has not in the past received that attention from the producers which it 
deserves. In recent years we have begun to realize that in the face of world-wide 
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qiif>8tinn ofniarkt^tinii^onr prmlncCA li* 2\mtwt2» inignrtant am tAmk mi ^moiimtim^t 
Tlier<> ii4 n<% q:i6ftr.inn hnc nhat oT;jpiiiizi*«f cattle exchanges eauL, m. th« kaadi of 

the p#)^er of iiiifth an orjp^tiizatioa to aeeompliah many tbhi^ nak tiVi ■!■ ■liki I7 dv 
iftoiaTMi «iftf)Ttii of iiuli7i#lnaU. 

Th« propofied enn^ention id one which I regard a» of aoeh gjnmk JMpiliaui thai I 
haTft jp'v^n «>rrler» to have a ^tenoj^raphcr prcamt, with iiutractioaB to piepsre a 
mport of the proceedinj^ and fnmitih this Department with a tagfj of the aaBie. Ym 
win, I am JHire, be ready to j^ve this gentleman ererj fa^ifxtj- powwihiV ftr tlie prepa- 
ration of ATieh a report. If yoa haTe made no other arrai^emeiitii^ wod. desiie a foil 
aeeonnt of the proceedings, it will gire me pleasure toasp^y tke aecrelaiy of jonr 
eoAvention with a copy of the report which our alen ogiaph er will pnpaie. Althongk 
not formally inrited to be present myself; I assure yoa that were it poimlVla fat M 
to abfient mj^elf at this time from my dnties here I dHmld not fsQ U> bepsesentat 
yonr conTeittion in person. As it is, I i^iall endearor to send in additioii to a stenof- 
rapher some one qnalilied to represent the Department at yiNir Meeting Sbonldl 
be nnable to detail any one for this doty, rest aasored it wOl not be mi aeeoaot of 
any want of interest 00 my part, for I am sxneerely desiroosof leamiair a]| that sack 
meetings of practical men may impart which may be of use to me in farthering the 
interests confidcfl to me. 

I.iet me, f>efore I close, indicate one or two points which I think worthy .of your 
consideration. In casting alioot for remedies for the existing de prca sion in the prices 
of many of onr home-grown commodities, nothing, bowcTer inconsiderable, whidi 
may have a possible effect opon the question of prices most be allowed to escape our 
attention. Yon are no doobt aware that hides are admitted into this country doty 
free, and yon are also aware that of hides and goat skins this eoantry imp<»t8 from 
other conn tries an annual ralne of some $24,000,000. It is diffieolt to nnderstaod 
why the protective policy adopted in this country, with snch admirable results so 
far as <»rir manufacturing interests are concerned, should not be applicable with 
eqnally goo<l results to our raw products. 

Again, for many years now this Department has been waging war upon cattle dis- 
eases, the existence of which, or even rumors as to the existence of which, in ih\& 
country have procured the enforcement by foreign countries, notably Great Britain, 
of such restrictions upon onr exports of live cattle as have entailed grave losses upon 
American cattle-growers. The increase in live-stock exports from this country dn^ 
ing the past year, in spite of such restrictions, indicates very clearly, I think, the ex- 
tent of the demand which exists for them in Europe. Unfortunately the restrictions 
referred to are of snch a nature as to greatly reduce the price of our live-stock sold 
abroad, owing to the conditions of immediate slanghter or quarantine, and our earnest 
eflbrts must be directed to secure the removal of this grievous burden. 1 have already 
communicated with onr State Department on this subject, and have reason to believe 
that my representations have not been without effect. I can promise the cattlemen 
of the United States that during my administration no effort shall be wanting on the 
part of this Department to advance their interests in this regard. In the mean time, 
whatever differences of opinion may exist as to the extent to which diseases of cattle 
do or do not exist in this country, we may certainly all be united on this point, that 
the greatoHt safeguard to our cattle interests in this respect is to be found in such a 
combination of science and vigilance as will make prevention the rule while the ex- 
ceptions can always be quickly detected and effectually remedied. When we com- 
pare the little cost by which the present control of our cattle diseases has been at- 
tained with the losses or expenses of remedial measures (only partially successful) in 
other couiitrios, we have every reason to congratulate ourselves. To preserve such 
an immunity from disease as I believe onr cattle now enjoy, and which we have a 
right to regard as affording good grounds for the removal of unjust discrimination 
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: Bgainst American cattle by other couu tries, wo must faithfully continue and maintain 
^ the coarse hitherto adopted. 
f- Assuring you of my .earnest sympathy and of my hearty co-operation in all measures 

which may be legitimately adopted fur the relief of our cattle -growers, I have tbo 

honor to remain, sir, 

Yours, very respectfully, 

J. M. Rusk, 

Secretary, 

William L. Black, Esq., 

Fort McKaveitf Tex. 

The foregoing comnuinication was received with applanse. 

Mr. Harris (Illinois). I move that the communication just read be 
received, and that the same be incorporated in full as a part of the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention. Carried. 

By direction of the Chair, the Secretary read a communication from 
the Committee on Eesolutions, stating that the committee was ready to 
confer with the authors of the several resolutions and communications 
which had been referred to it for consideration. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado). I desire to make a statement concerning cer- 
tain papers which, if I obtain the consent of the Chair. and Secretary, I 
will have read by a member of our delegation. These papers are com- 
munications between the Colorado Stock-Growers' Association, which 
I represent as president, and the live-stock exchanges of Chicago, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, and South Omaha. I will ask that when the 
papers have been read they be referred, so that the matter may be fully 
discussed, and in order that representatives of the live-stock exchanges 
may have an opportunity to go before the committee and state their 
views. 

With the consent of the Chair and Secretary, a delegate from Colorado 
came upon the stage and read the communications referred to. The 
correspondence is here given in full. 

Greeley, Colo., January 24, 1890. 

Gentlemen: I desire to call the attentiou of the exchange to the nnjiist discrimi- 
nation afi^ainst the Western cattlemen in regard to the sales of cattle. Your exchange 
makes it a positive rule that charges for all cattle sold shall he 50 cents per head. 
Your customers in the West are in the hahit of sending you large trains of cattle 
which do not hring in the market over ^14 to $15 per head, netting the owner $10 to 
$12 per hea<i,-and paying you the same for the sale as if they brought $60 or $30 a 
head. We feel in the West that this is a very unjust discrimination against us. We 
' therefore desire to have your exchange adopt the per cent, basis and thereby give us 
a fair and just ratio of your business, treating us justly. 

We feel that it is impossible for any member of your exchange to defend your man- 
ner of sales and commissions from any financial stand-point that you may take. 
While we appreciate the services that you have performed and are always ready to 
perform for the stock interest, yet we feel that you should adopt such rules and reg- 
ulations for the operation of your exchange as could and would commend themselves 
to your better judgment. 

The members of Colorado Stock-Growers^ Association, which I have the honor to 
represent as president, passed very strong resolutions at their last annual meeting in 
regard to this matter, feeling, as they have always felt, that a percentage on the 
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TatiM: «f tke* ttoek sold t> the oolj proper watihod of coouBtmoB. We thfeiefiml 
MigpMf that j«Mr excbanee Ahoald adopt a rvie to tlu:» effect : AH cattle, foll-growByj 
to W ^ cswtA per head : if thej brio^ oTcr $Sv to be 1 per cenr. cm the gross araomii] 
tlMty briik|^. bet imK orer 50 ccntA per head to be charged on aoj anital 

The W«ateni«oelaM«aMetal Fort Worth. Tex., on the 11th of March. ColoTado^{ 
3Cev Mexico, and Texa* will be in congoltatioa at that meeting, at which I ahoold 
g^ad to hare a pfopoation fioni your errhange to aril npon the conditions that I haTe 
heietn indicated. As a friciid of the exchange. I believe it woald be a good poliejj 
to yoonelTca. and I know it woald be an adrantage to jiHir costoBens in the West 

I hope to hear from 70a at as earlj a date as possiUe. and deoie that yon shonU 
Imig this matter op and diirnBH it folly before jonr exchange, and wonkl like a Yote 
opoB the Mune, as the Western stockmen, befiering that their demand in this respeet 
is jest, are going 10 endesTor to hare their stock sold npon boainess prineiplee, u 
thej are not told at the present time. 
Trnl J jooia, 

J. L. Brush, 
Pretidemt of ike C^mrmd^ Sioek-GntKnT Jsssctoltos. 

Chicago lAvwrSrrocK Excuaxge, 

The reading of the foregoing letter was followed by applaase- 
It was stated that a similar letter had been sent to the other live- 
stock exchanges, and that the following answers were received. 

Chicago, III., Fekrmmry 15, 1890. 

Deas Sis : Tour letter of recent date, addressed to the Chicago Lire-Sfcock £x- 
ehaog^e, has been duly laid before as, and we have also since had the pleasnre id 
listeniog to yonr address on the same sabjects, and beg to aasore yoo that both haye 
had oor re^peetfol and serious coosideratioa. 

Ton bare been informed that as regards the weighing system and the wholesale 
eondemnation of ' lamp-jaw ' cattle oar exchange has not been idle, bat has been at 
work on both qoestions throngh oar eommittees. 

With reference to the qaestion of commission charges established by this exchange 
we address yoa this open letter, and wish to give yoa a few reasons why present rates 
hare been established here, and we presame for the same reasons in other marketSi 
and why the reqaest contained in yoar letter, and also voiced by several petitions ad- 
dressed to this exchange within the past year, has not np to the present time found 
any sobstantial sapport among oar members. Farther, we wish to say something in 
reply to yoar statement that the present system of charging so mnch per car or per 
head can not be defended from any financial stand-point whateyer. 

First. The reason that the present rates of commission were established by this 
exchange is that they were the regnlar rates charged here for the past twenty-fire 
years, and have been demonstrated to be as low as leave the commission merchant a 
reasonable retam for his time and capital. There are very few lines of basiness de- 
manding the ability, integrity, capital, and financial standing that a first-class com- 
mission basiness does that pay as small an average profit, even onder present rates, 
and for materially less an honest, efficient, and moderately remnnerative basiness can- 
not l>e done. These are the facts in the case that yon have doabtless overlooked in 
yonr consideration of the qaestion, bat which we from oar stand-point are compelled 
to notice. 

Second. With regard to yoar proposition to charge 1 per cent, on all classes, with a 
limit, we have to say that sach a charge, with or without a limit, woald not be a 
living rate to as, aod were we prepared to concede anything we conld not entertain 
a proposition that would degrade the trade in our esteem and in yonrs, and woald 
eventually drive men of ability out of it entirely. Any method of commissioo charges 
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st be uniform, and the present one is satisfactory to a largo majority of our patrons, 
e percentage system would overturn the principle on which the business stands in 
markets and would meet, we believe, with violent opposition from all parties out- 
e of the owners of range cattle. Were the limited number of firms who are inter- 
•ed to any extent in the range cattle trade prepared to adopt a percentage basis of 
»er cent, or more, the remainder of the firms doing business here, and constituting 
3e-tenths of the entire trade not interested in the range business, would not onter- 
n such a proposition, as the local trade is satisfied with the rate of commission it 
now paying and the system on which the business is done. It would be impossible 
adopt the percentage system ou range cattle in our exchange at the present time. 
Third. That the percentage system would not bo equitable is, we believe, easily 
moustrated from the fact that common stock and stock of low value take the same 
ne, ability, and cost to handle and sell as the better grades, and in fact really 
)re, and therefore should be paid for accordingly. We take the ground that your 
siness demands our best talent and our best attention in order to realize you the 
St possible results in weights aud values. Your statement that similar lines of bus- 
88S are done universally on the percentage basis is, we think, in error. The con- 
iry, we believe, is true. The nearest parallel to our trade here is the graiu trade, 
d on our Chicago Board of Trade the rates for selling grain are so much per bushel, 
d we instance that a bushel of barley of the value of say 20 cents costs the same to 
1 as a bushel of wheat or barley of the value of 80 cents, for the reason that it 
ses as much time and ability and costs as much to sell a bushel of barley of the 
Ine of 20 cents as a bushel of wheat or barley of Ip^he value of 80 cents, 
j^ourth. As the volume of business has increased aii the different yards yearly it 
s necessitated more extensive yards to handle it ; consequently it has increased the 
3ense of the commission merchant largely. We are now virtually running two sets 
y^ards during the range season in all the principal markets, with salesmen in the 
Parent divisions to sell both range and native cattle, with help to feed, water, and 
igh the same, which has increased the expense of the commission-man in the 
rds fully 50 per cent, over what it was five or ten years ago, when the volume of 
sincss was not so large and when there was not so much territory to cover. It 
st be remembered that firms handling range trade receive and take the bulk of 
>ir cattle from the chutes, lot, feed, and water them, and it requires a large force 
oien and entails a large expense to handle this class of business properly. It may 
m rather a strange statement, but we venture to say that it can not be contra- 
cted that taking the range trade as a trade it has yielded to the men who have 
de it a specialty a less per cent, of net profit than any other line of business done 
tho commission merchant, for various reasons that are probably not necessary to 
3lain. 

rifth. The Texas and range cattle are coming forward each year in smaller ship- 
nts, and cannot be sold for a materially less rate and any profit be made. While 
)re may be some argument for a less rate on large consignments, we feel that in a 
leral way onr trade is necessarily bound to stand for the present system of charges 
1 for substantially the same rates. 

Respectfully yours, 

Charles W. Baker, 

Secretary. 
Ion. J. L. Brush, 

President Colorado Stock- Growers^ Association, 



South Omaha, Nebk., February 22, 1890. 
)ear Sir : Your communication addressed to the South Omaha Live-Stock Ex- 
iDge has been referred to us for consideration, and we assure you, emanating as it 
)s from an association composed of men for whom we entertain great respect, and 
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iu whose welfare we feel macb iuterestcd, we desire to give it careful study aud an 
intelligent answer. 

You are doubtless aware that our exchanges here aud ut olh«r markets are busily 
engaged in trying to correct the many abuses to which the live-stock industry is be- 
ing subjected, and wo hope by concert of action and with your co-operation to ac- 
complish much toward adding to the value of our product. 

While we fully appreciate the importance of your trade, and are mindful of the 
fact that the development of onr market and advancement of our interests depend in 
a measure upon your success, we think the plan suggested by you would not meet the 
favorable consideration of a majority of the trade for the following reasons : 

First. The number of native or corn-fed cattle coming to this market daring the 
year far exceed the receipts of westerns, and are made ready for market at a cost 
fully double that of range cattle. Under the system suggested by you the commis- 
sion on corn-fed cattle would be the maximum, while on western cattle it would be 
materially reduced. Taking into consideration the cost of production, the ratio of 
profit is iu favor of the range steer, and the adoption of the percentage system would 
seem to be a manifest injustice to the i>roducer of corn-fed cattle. 

Second. The corn-fed steer is uniformly sold for cash, while fully 60 per cent, of 
the range cattle received at this market are sold as feeders, it being the best feeder 
market in the United States. A large per cent, of the purchasers of feeders require 
time payments, and are more liberal in their offerings than iu a cash transaction. In 
securing to you these advantages commission firms are obliged to accept and become 
responsible for the purchasers' .paper, thus requiring more capital and assuming 
greater risk than in handling corn-fed cattle, which tends to aud does strengthen 
the market and enables us to obtain better prices for western beeves. 

Third. Western cattle are harder to sell and involve a greater risk in handling 
than natives. They come to market but three to four mouths in the year, making it 
inconsistent to handle them for less thau cattle comiug uniformly throughout the 
year. 

Fourth. The selling of cattle on commission is and has been for a number of yean 
a business requiring heavy capital and the expenditure of large sumsof money in the 
employment of men of experience and ability for the successful handling of stock, in 
telegraphing, advertising, and rents, and in otherwise securing the best reaaltaand 
subserving the interests of onr patrons. The result of years of experience liasfilUy 
demonstrated that the charge of 50 cents per head (not exceeding $12 per car) U 
reasonable and just, and that the business cannot bo done legitimately, honesUyi 
and satisfactorily for less. 

Fifth. The percentage system is a departure from the custom of selling the staple 
produces of the country. For instance, grain is sold by the bushel or car-load and 
hay by the ton or car-load, regardless of the cost of production or price obtained. 

We feel that all matters of dispute between the different branches of the live-steok 
industry should be equitably adjusted, but in view of the foregoing facts ^we belieTO 
the proseut system more compatible with the interests of both shipper and commis- 
sion merchant, and we do not feel justified in reducing prices or adopting thepfl^ 
ceutago system. 

Our dealings iu the past are a guaranty for the future to all shippers that the/ 
will be honorably and honestly dealt with and their interests carefully and clos^ 
guarded. 

Respectfully, 

J. A. Hake, 
President South Omaha Live-Stook Exchanger 

A. L. LoTT, 

Hon. J. L. Brush, 

Fresident Colorado Stock-Growers^ Association, 
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Kansas City, Mo., February 20, 1890. 

Dear Sir : Toar commanications of Janaary 24 aud February 15, 1890, in relation 
to tbe methods governing the conduct of business at this market, were received and 
laid before this exchange. 

'Wo beg to assure yon that the snbject has been brought before this exchange and 
thoroughly discussed, as we believe, in all its bearings aud phases, not only on this 
bu^ on previous occasions. We would state that in all things {)ertaining to the ad- 
vancement of live-stock interests this exchange, through its individual members, has 
felt aud taken a deep interest. 

WheVi the per cent, basis of freights, supplemented by the weighing system, was 
adopted by the transportation Hues you found us foremost in representing the im- 
practicability of the system and advocatiug its abolishment. When the channels of 
trade became such that it was necessary to establish distributing markets, where 
'buyer and seller could meet and exchange, many of the individual members of this 
exchange were among the pioneers in that enterprise. They have devoted years of 
Bta^y, business energy, and capital to the accomplishment of that purpose. 

Naturally the subject of compensation was one of importance. The experience of 
other and older markets was reviewed, and we found that in all a per capita commis- 
sion was charged. We also found that on some of the eastern markets the per cent. 
basis had been tried and found wholly unsatisfactory both to seller and commission- 
man. 

In regard to the cost of marketing cattle we would state : 

First. The ratio or per cent, of the expense in consequence of commission as now 
paid is a very small proportion of the total cost of marketing. Carefully collected 
data show this to be less than one-quarter of a per-cent. of the amount thereof. 

Second. The present rate we do not deem exorbitant or out of proportion to the 
per cent, of margin required in other lines of business. lu fact, we believe that the 
per cent, of our commission on the values handled is much less than that of any other 
mercantile business. 

Third. In relation to range shipments coming in large consignments we would say 

that we are compelled to keep our forces on hand the year round. It not infrequently 

happens that a range shipment must be sorted into several lots; in fact, we can refer 

"to some range shipments on our market which have required nearly or quite onehun- 

; dred separate accounts of sale. 

Fourth. The amount of commission now paid on range cattle, which in many cases 
* averages from 30 to 40 cents per head, in consequence of the numbers loaded in cars, 
^'is a small per cent, for insurance. To the shipper it is a matter of vital importance 
pfn know that his consignments go into responsible hands. We believe that no thor- 
loughly respt)nsible firm can handle your business with perfect security on less than 
P^resent rates. We do not believe you want inferior services, or to have your business 
ifj^one on a basis that would only warrant second-class ability in any department. We 
'Would ask you to consider thoroughly the responsibility and risk your commission 
hoose assumes in the sale of year stock. The detailed work necessary to receive and 
l^iepare your stock for sale need not be referred to. Whether the party to whom sale is 
Bkiade is responsible or not you need not stop to inquire. Whether the bank in which 
tlie avails are deposited is solvent or not you do not ask. You look alone, and justly 
^oo, to the responsibility of your commission-house. 

Again, a limited per cent, basis would be subject to the same objections you uow 
^ffer against the per capita or car-load rates, viz., some would get more value sold at 
b<%ie same cost than others. 

Again, the range trade is gradually coming forward in smaller shipments. An in- 
kl>ection of the records of receipts at the various markets will fully demonstrate this 
EN>int. The Cherokee strip and Territory will soon be unavailable to the range cattle. 
Ithis again will tend to smaller consignments. In the last two seasons a very large 
^art of the Colorado and New Mexico cattle have been sold to feeders, who have gone 
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to the rauch and bought or have been shipped to feeding points and distributed 
without going on the central markets. 

When, therefore, the best interests of the whole business are summarized wo be- 
lieve that you will agree with us that the pr esent system is the most practicable, 
equitable, and satisfactory to by far the largest part of the trade. 

By order of the board of directors of the Kanslas City Live-Stock Exchange. 
Very truly yours, 

R. P. WOODDURY, 

Secretary, 
Hon. J. L. Brush, 

President Colorado Stock-Grotoers* Associatiofif 

Denver, Colo, 



The St. Louis Live- Stock Exchange, 

Office of Secretary, 
National Stock-Yards, Illinois, March 4, 1890. 

Dear Sir : Your communication of the 24th instant, addressed to this exchange, 
urging a change and reduction in the commissions for selling cattle, was duly 
received, and was submitted through Mr. Atwater a day or two thereafter. The ex- 
change at that meeting decided to defer action, as the subject was being discussed 
by the exchanges of Chicago and Kansas City, and, it was thought, might be taken 
up by the National Exchange. This is why your communication was not replied to 
Uefore, not because it was overlooked or considered unimportant by our association. 

At a meeting of the directors held on the 3d instant I was, by resolution, directed to 
say in reply that on account of the position of other exchanges on this question oui 
exchange is at present powerless to make any change in existing rates of commis- 
sion. 

Yours respectfully, 

H. I. Broderick, 

Secretary, 
Mr. J. L. Brush, 

President, etc,, Greeley, Colo, 

It was stated that the following letter had been written as a reply to 
all of the foregoing answers from the several exchanges : 

Denver, Colo., March 7, 1890. 

Dear Sir : Your letter of February has been received and carefully noted. Its con- 
tents are substantially reiterated by other exchanges to which we made a similar ftp- 
peal. The great similarity in the letters from the different exchanges suggests a com- 
bined effort to bring forth the best possible defense of that system of commissions 
which constitutes the grievance of which we complain. 

While we freely express our admiration for the skill and ingenuity employed in tho 
drafting of your open letter, we beg to say that wo are not impressed with liie be- 
lief that it reasons from a true basis or reaches correct conclusions. 

While our reply may refer to some things not mentioned in your letter, but which 
were contained in letters from other exchanges, we intend this as an answer to alt 

You say, referring to tho present fixed commission, ** This has been the regular 
rate for twenty-five years." Without imputing falsehood to you, we can say that for 
many years, iucluding last year, members of your exchange have not adhered to the 
fixed charge, but have in many instances transacted their business on the basis of 
the proposition submitted to your exchange. 

We concede the desirability of securing the services of capable and responsible 
agents for the handling of our shipments,, but are not convinced by your arguQMBVJb 
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that the percentage system would resalt in driving us to deal with inefficient and 
irresponsible men. Many of your firms sell 125,000 head of cattle annually, the net 
result being equal to the profits on $300,000 invested in cattle ranges and stock, where 
greater responsibility and watchfulness are required. 

You refer to the small profits reaped by your exchange from the handling of range 
cattle, and the whole tenor of your letter indicates that ours is an undesirable branch 
of your business. If this assumption is true, will you explain, merely to enlighten 
us, why such strenuous efibrts are made to secure this undesirable and uuprofitable 
business by sending your representatives throughout all the range territoryj at a 
heavy expense, to turn it into your hands ? 

Yon say you " cannot entertain a proposition that, if adopted, would degrade the 
trade in your estimation and ours and eventually drive men of ability entirely out of 
it.'' This prophecy is not warranted by existing facts. In the first place, it assumes 
that there is and always has been a rigid enforcement of and adherence to the estab- 
lished commission — an assumption that has no ground to stand upon, as we have in- 
disputable evidence that some of the range cattlemen of this part of the country have 
regularly received rebates fi'om firms that are members of your exchange, reducing 
the charges for handling their cattle to within the limit we contend for. These firms 
do not seem to suffer from their degradation, and are not proposing to go out of the 
business, but on the contrary expect to largely increase their trade from this country. 
We are compelled to call you down from the high moral ground upon which you dis- 
cuss this subject to the level of stubborn facts. The American Live-Stock Commis- 
sion is a corporate body duly organized under the laws of your State, and received 
itfl charter from the same authority that granted yours. You propose to expel, if you 
have not already expelled, this corporation from your exchange, because it is doing 
business under a system that saves thousands of dollars to the cattle-grower, while 
returning satisfactory profits to the company. It will be interesting to learn that the 
laws of Illinois cannot protect one corporation against the tyranny of another whore 
both are the creatures of her favor. 

Let me illustiate the absurdity of your position. You cannot deny that you now 
divide your commissions with the commission firms of Kansas City, Omaha, etc., on 
consignments forwarded to you by them, which is virtually an admission that 25 
cents is a satisfactory profit to each ; in other words, you can afford to divide with 
another firm but not with the owner who ships to you directly, and the American 
Live-Stock Commission must^^be expelled, boycotted, and, if possible, strangled be- 
cause it dares to save to the stock-grower what you demand from him, but which you 
are willing to give to somebody else. You cite as a parallel in support of your posi- 
tion the rate of commission on the Chicago Board of Trade, saying that the com- 
mission for selling a bushel of barley worth 20 cents is the same as for selling a 
boshel of wheat worth 80 cents. The comparison is not a pertinent one, but if it 
were we would answer it by showing that the rate for transportation of grain 
varied with some regard to the value of the product, it costing the producer less 
to market the cheaper grain ; and in this connection we would call your atten- 
tion to the fSact that the shipper of live-stock does not have the benefit of this benefi- 
■cent rule. The rate on a car-load of cows which you will sell for $12 per head is the 
«ame as on a car-load of steers that would bring $50 per head in your market. 

We desire to mention at this point in the controversy that we do not regard this 
AS a sectional question, for stockmen in the East, notably in Illinois and Missouri, 
have expressed the same dissatisfaction that we feel. 

You assert that the percentage system would not be equitable. The whole question 
1b one of equity, and if equity is with the system of a fixed commission there is an 
«nd to the whole matter. Let us examine it from that stand-point. We send you 
four car-loads of cows, twenty-four in each car. You sell them for $12 per head, real- 
izing $1,152. Your commission, at 50 cents per head, is $48. In the same shipment 
pe send you one car-load of 1.600-pound steers, fourteen in number, which you sell 

22709 0- 3 
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for $48 per head^ realizing the same amonut of money, for wbich service you charge 
us $7. Stated clearly, the results in round numbers are as follows, omitting feed, 
yardage, and other incidental charges : 

Four cars of cows. No. 96, at $12 |1,152 

Freight $400 

Commission 48 

448 

Net 704 

Ouecar of steers. No. 14, at $48 1,152 

Freight..... $100 

Commission \ 7 

107 

Net 1,045 

How does this strike you from a stand-point of equity ? One answer you make is 
that it is more difficult to sell inferior stock and greater number, but pur observatiou 
of your business at the various live-stock markets of the country compels us to dis- 
sent from the statement. You add as another reason for sustaining the prevailing 
system that the great increase in the volume of business necessitates a larger force to 
handle it, etc. This is the first time we ever heard the proposition seriously made 
that it cost more relatively to transact a large business than a small one. We sup- 
posed it was universally conceded that the reverse of the proposition was true, and 
again we are reminded of your inconsistency in sending men such a long distance to 
drum for consignments to further swell your expenses and reduce your profits by an 
excess of business. If you are doing this from any motive of philanthropy we will 
be quite as generous and say that we will worry along and finally get to market with- 
out the intervention of your representatives, and this does not mean that we will not 
be glad to meet the boys at any time in a social way. 

We want to tell you, and through you the exchanges, that a majority of the cat- 
tlemen in this district believe that they are competent to manage their business and 
to conduct their sales at the principal markets ; not only this, but they propose to 
have a voice in the selection of the men who are to handle their cattle. 

Your Western customers hoped that the Live-Stock Exchange would meet them on 
equitable ground on this question, and they believe that your discrimination against 
low-priced stock, whether from the range or elsewhere, is unjust and unreasonable. 

As prices have depreciated the exchanges have borne down harder and harder on 
our industry, and in 1889 reached the climax by trying to make it impossible for any 
commission-man to sell stock for less that 50 cents per head. This feature of your 
system is iniquitous, for it reoooves every incentive to effort in the direction of ob- 
taining remunerative prices. The percentage system would oflfer an inducement to 
the agent to obtain the highest possible price for his principal. It is surprising that 
the stock-grower has so long and so patiently submitted to a system that offers a 
premium to indiflference and apathy in agents intrusted with such important pe^. 
cuniary trusts. It must and will give way before the demands of justice and com^ 
mon sense; the sooner the better for all concerned. 

One firm of another exchange, in further defense of your system, makes the point 
that the greater part of the steers from the range country have to be sold to feeders,, 
frequently on time, etc. Instead of this being a misfortune to the commission firma 
it is a * picnic' They not only obtain a commission from us, but more frequently 
than otherwise a commission from the buyer, and again a full commission on the 
same cattle when they again reach the market from the feed pens. 

We will conclude our letter, already too long, by stating tha,t the American Live- 
stock Commission, after paying large salaries, in some cases, as much as $8,000 per 
annum, and paying all oth^r expenses, has paid dividends ^o iti=f njenab^^s of 30 per 
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cent., sliowiDg that 20 cents per head covers all expenses including salaries. This 

fact alone is an answer, complete and insurmountable, to all your labored efforts to 

show that your business cannot be profitably conducted for less than a commission 

of 50 cents per head. 

Hoping to meet you all at Fort Worth, we remain 

Kespectfnlly yours, 

J. L. Brush, 

Prtsident Colorado Cattle Growers^ Association, 

H. H. Metcaxf, 

Secretary Colorado Cattle Growers^ Association, 
C. H. Baker, 

Secretary of Live Stock Exchange^ Chicago^ 111, 

The reading of the letter last above quoted was interrupted^ and fol- 
lowed by laughter aud applause. 

The Chairman. What is the pleasure of the Convention in regard to 
these communications'? 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) moved that a committee of five be appointed 
by the Chair to consider the communications in question; that such 
committee be given suflBicient time in which to hear all parties interested, 
and that it report the result of such hearing to the Convention. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 

The Chairman. The Chair appoints Mr. Brush as chairman of that 
committee, and will presently announce the names of the other mem- 
bers. 

By direction of the Chair, the following proposed resolutions were 
read by the Secretary : 

Besolvedf Tbat it is the sense of this Convention, most respectfully submitted to 
Congress, that Congress should make an appropriation for the payment of all such 
Indian depredation claims as have been examined and approved by the Interior De- 
partment, and should make some provision for the adjustment and settlement of those 
claims which have not been approved, and this without reference to the statute of 
limitations. 

I^urther resolved. That the Secretary of this Conventiou be, aud he is hereby, in- 
structed to forward copies of these resolutions to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the President of the Senate now in session. 

The Chairman. By whom are these resolutions offered'? 

A Delegate. They are offered by Mr. Loving, of Texas, and are 
approved by Governor Throckmorton. 

The Chairman. They are referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

A proposed resolution in regard to the claims of the Cherokee In- 
dians was read and referred to the Committee on Eesolutions. 

Mt. a. J. Brown (Texas) offered the following resolution : 

Whereas it is the ox^inion of many of our leading stockmen that there now exists 
a shortage in the supply of beef cattle in the United States; and 

Whereas contideuce in the cattle industry has been greatly impaired by the sug- 
gestion that the supply of cattle is in excess of the demand for the same, and that the 
depression in prices is caused by the shipment of an almost endless amount of uu- 
marketable stock ', and 

Whereas a knowledge of such shortage, if any exists, would tend to restore confi- 
dence and advance prices by decreasing the shipment of unmarketable cattle : There- 
fore 
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Be it resolvedj That the delegation to this Convention from each State and Territory 
shall select one of its members to act npon a committee whose duty it shall be to dis- 
cassthe advisability of organizing a bnrean of information and statistics, in order to 
solve the problem of supply and demand. 

Referred to the Committee on Eesolations. 

Mr. Guthrie (Kansas) offered a resolution in regard to the coinage of 
silver and its use as a circulating medium, and requested that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Eesolutions. It was so referred. 

Mr. Buell (Illinois) offered the following resolution : 

Besolvedy That in the consideration by Congress of any measure for the revision of 
the tariff, or involving the application of the principle of protection to American in- 
dustries, t()e agricultural industry must be placed in the front rank as entitled to all 
the encouragement, protection, and fostering care the National Government can le- 
gitimately exteud to it; and in this connection that the attention of Congress be 
directed in an especial manner to the annual importation, duty free, of $24,000,000 
worth of hides and goat-skins, in direct competition with the American cattle in- 
dustry. 

Mr. Buell also offered the following resolution: 

Whereas the removal of the import duty on hides by the tariff bill of 1872 entails 
a loss of from $1.50 to $2 per head on all cattle slaughtered in the United States; and 

Whereas it is a well-known fact that said loss falls directly upon the cattle pro- 
ducer by depreciating to that amount the value per head of all cattle in the country: 
Therefore 

Be it resolvedj That this Convention recommend the Congress of the United States 
to restore the said tariff on hides at the earliest date possible. 

Be it further resolved^ That the delegates from the several States use their best en- 
deavors and all honorable means to enforce the necessity of this action upon their 
members of Congress and Senators, ever bearing in mind the fact that by said resto- 
ration the value of the cattle in this country will be immediately increased from 
$75,000,000 to $100,000,000. 

Mr. GuNTBR (Texas). Those are political questions, and I am opposed 
to their being brought into this Convention. [Applause.] They have 
been discussed in every political convention for the last ten years, and 
I object to their introduction or consideration in any way by this Con- 
vention. 

The Chairman. The Chair rules that the point of order is well taken. 

Mr. Buell. Those resolutions were to be referred to the Committee 
on Resolutions. 

The proposed resolutions submitted by Mr. Buell were so referred. 

The Chair appointed, as a committee to consider the matter of the 
correspondence between Mr. Brush, as president of the Colorado Cattle- 
Growers' Association, and the several live-stock exchanges, Messrs. J. 
L. Brush (Colorado), Charles Eobinson (Kansas), Charles Springer 
(New Mexico), H. B. Ijams (Wyoming), C. C. Slaughter (Texas) j Mr. 
Brush to be chairman. 

The Chairman. In connection with the matter of these appointments 
I desire to state to the Convention that no commission-man is placed 
upon that committee, for the reason that the Chair has been requested 
by the commission-men not to appoint upon it one of their number. 
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It was stated that Mr. Springer would be unable to serve upon tke 
committee. At the request of the delegation from New Mexico, the 
Chair substituted for the name of Mr. Springer the name of Mr. Francis 
Glutton. 

Mr. B. H. Erskine (Texas) oflfered the following resolution : 

Whereas an UDJast and discrimiuaiiug internal-revenue tax has been laid upon 
the prodoction of oleomargarine, amounting to $1,000,000 per annum ; and 

Whereas the revenue from this tax is not needed by the Government, is unjust 
and burdensome to the consumers of oleomargarine and to the producers of the ma- 
terial entering into its manufacture : Therefore 

Be it resolvedf That this Convention do earnestly protest against the levying of a 
tax on oleomargarine, and petition Congress for its removal. 

A Delegate from Kansas. I make a motion, sir, that we do now 
suspend the rules in order that I may move the immediate adoption of 
that resolution as read by the Secretary. 

The motion was not seconded, and the Chair directed the Secretary to 
read the resolution next in order. 

The Secretary read the following proposed resolution : 

Jtesolved, That this Convention heartily indorse the plan for an outer harbor off 
Padre Island, as proposed by Col. John Willett, and urge upon Congress, and espe- 
cially npon the Representatives of our respective States, the necessity of prompt 
action in securing a deep-water harbor on the Gulf coast of Texas, as being one of the 
speediest means for bringing prosperity to the cattle interests of this country. And 
as the Willett plan for an outer harbor has proved successful in the construction and 
operation of harbors in France, Italy, Russia, England, Egypt, Algiers, and Brazil, 
we look upon it as being tbe most economical, quickest, and surest method of obtain- 
ing a deep-water harbor ; and as the success of outer harbors has been demonstrated, 
we recommend Congress to pass tbe bill introduced in the House by Mr. Hutch (H. K. 
5005), "to promote the construction of a safe deep-water harbor on the coast of 
Texas.'' 

Referred. 

Mr. Black (Texas) offered the following resolution : 

Whereas experiments have been made in Missouri, in Texas, and elsewhere, to pre- 
vent by vaccination Texas fever in northern stock shipped south: 

Be it resolvedf That we invite investigators who may be here to fully explain the 
results of such experiments to the Convention. 

Referred to the Committee on Pleuropneumonia, Splenic and Texas 
Fever. 

Mr. A. J. Brown (Texas) offered the following resolution : 

Whereas we recognize the importance of a deep-water harbor on the Gulf of Mex- 
ico for the agricultural, mineral, and pastoral products of the great body of citizens 
residing in the valley of the Rocky Mountains and of the Southwest; and 

Whereas the deep-water conventions held at Fort Worth, Tex., Denver, Colo., 
and Topeka, Eans., representative of the interests of a section of country greater in 
extent than all the rest of the United States, have recommended the selection by Con- 
gress of a board of engineers charged with the duty of recommending a point on tbe 
Gnlf coast suitable for the location of a deep-water harbor of the first class ; and 

Whereas Congress has complied with this request, and the board of engineers 
have reported favorably upon Galveston as the point on the whole coast of Texas 
most snitable for a deep-water harbor of the first class : Therefore, 
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JBe it resolved, That we heartily recommend that the report of the engineeiB' oom- 
xnission be indorsed l»y Congress, and that the appropriation recommended of $6,200,000 
for the purpose of improving the harbor of Galveston receive the substantial support 
of all the Representatives in Congress of the great West and Southwest, and of all 
other States and Territories that desire to relieve tlie producers in the sections name I 
from the onerous taxation incident to burdensome railroad transportation. 

Be it further resolved^ That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the Kansas 
delegation in Congress for presentation to that body. 

The foregoing proposed resolution was referred to the Committee on 
Eesolutions. 

Mr. Taylob (New Mexico). In behalf of the iKTew Mexico delegation, 
I move that the Chair appoint a committee of five on transportation. 
There is scarcely any question that affects the interests of the cattle- 
men of New Mexico and the Southwest more than that of transporta- 
tion. Stable-cars, express-cars, and other cars on which cattle can be 
fed and watered have been introduced, and are of great importance in 
transportation ; and as some railroads have (very liberalljs in oar opin- 
ion) seen fit to reduce rates, we desire to encourage others to do like- 
wise. 

Carried. 

The Chairman stated that he would presently announce the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. EoBiNSON (Kansas). I think we were promised a speech by Col- 
onel Black which I have not yet heard, and I believe that he has some 
ideas on the question of an exchange which I would be very glad indeed 
to hear if there is no other business before the Convention. I move 
that Colonel Black be invited to address the Convention from the stage. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Black (Texas) accordingly came upon the stage and spoke as 
follows : 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Interstate Cattlemen's Conven- 
tion : The question we have met here to-day to discuss is perhaps the 
most important one that has ever been investigated by a convention of 
American citizens. It is a question that involves the welfare of nearly 
one-half the present population of the United States, who are engaged in 
producing and selling live-stock. It is not a question as to whether the 
*Big Four' of Chicago are justified in the course they are following, for 
I do not suppose there is a business man within the hearing of my voice 
that would not willingly exchange places (commercially speaking) with 
Mr. Armour if he could do so 5 and hence it seems to me entirely un- 
necessary to detail all the wrongs we are suffering in conseqaence of 
our unfortunate situation. We have met here to try to extricate our- 
selves from this helpless condition and to change our position from a 
state of dependence to one of independence. It is a task, gentlemen, 
that calls for the most careful reflection and study, but I am confident 
we can introduce such a change in the management of our business as 
will finally result in a complete reformation if we will inquire earnestly 
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iDto the causes that have drawn us into such a sadly demoralized con- 
dition. 

If we look around us we will find that the members of almost every 
other American industry have within the past twenty years introduced 
such improved methods as have made them masters of their own 
business, and it seems to me high time for us to be doing something 
in the same direction. 

We must not forget that there has been an enormous increase in the 
demand for our product, and that to meet this demand all branches of 
the live-stock industry have been extended into all parts of the United 
States ; but notwithstanding our trade has more than doubled we are 
trying to do our business on the same scale of economy that we employed 
when it was comparatively small. This would seem to be unreasonable, 
for we all know that as a trade increases in volume there must be a cor- 
responding increase in expenses, and improved methods must be em- 
ployed that were unnecessary before. Take for instance a mercantile 
industry like any of our great concerns; when they were started twenty 
years ago the proprietor and one clerk could do all the business they 
could get, but now it is necessary to have a corps of book-keepers and 
an army of clerks to keep up with the increased trade. If it is neces- 
sary in other branches of business is it not natural it should be so in 
onrsf Although we are scattered from one end of the country to the 
other, and each individual would seemed to be engaged in a distinct 
business,, we are all partners in one sense of the word, and are depend 
ent upon each other for success. If Texas increases her cattle trade 
without informing the people engaged in the same trade in Missouri, 
Kansas, and other States, the result will be disastrous to the whole. 
We are all engaged in supply iug the demand for a single product, and 
there must be some system employed that will inform all parties inter- 
ested in the business of the exact condition of affairs from week to 
week, so that each individual can shape his course according to existing 
. circumstances. 

What we need, in my judgment, is a bureau of information and 
statistics in each of the cattle-producing and cattle-feeding States; a 
headquarters, in other words, under the management of a competent 
secretary, directed by a president and board of directors, where all the 
latest information can be recorded and distributed among those engaged 
in the live-stock industry. We want to know what the visible supply 
of beeves is, and what number of feeders and one and two-year-old steers 
we have on hand, and we want to know what number of breeding cattle 
we have on hand, and what the increase in calves is every year. In a 
word, we wanfr to know how our business is progressing, and how it is 
progressing in other States. 

At the first glance it would seem to be almost an iu) possibility to 
. keep the record of such a product as cattle and be able to give the in- 
, formation outlined in my remarks; but when we reflect on what has 
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already been accomplished iu other lines of trade, how the life insarance 
system has been so perfected that the expectation of human life can be 
calculated with almost absolute certainty, and when we see with wbat 
perfect accuracy the supply and demand of wheat, cotton, and other 
products can be forecast, it is quite reasonable to believe that the same 
tiling can be accomplished as to cattle if the same methods are employed. 
It would be a very simple matter for the secretaries of the bureaus to 
learn by telegraph the daily shipment of cattle from all the different 
shipping points and inform the trade of the number of cattle in transit 
to Chicago and other markets. 

I apprehend that under such a system as I have suggested there will 
be regular dealers in one, two, and three-year-old feteers who will buy 
up the small lots and concentrate them in a few large ranches; but 
there is no reason why this should not be done in cattle as well as iu 
coffee, and if the concentration of coffee in the hands of a few wealthy 
dealers has had the effect of raising the price from 10 cents to 20, a 
similar concentration in our own trade would certainly have a like 
beneficial effect. 

Through the agency of the post office the secretary can learn of the 
condition of cattle from month to month, and if the steers in one section 
of the State are not in shipping order, the knowledge of this fact would 
naturally strengthen others whose cattle were in good shape for 
market. 

Of course there is a great deal of detail connected with such a bureau, 
but there is a great deal of detail connected with every great industry, 
and we can not expect to inspire capital with confidence unless we 
employ a system that will show what the condition of our business is. 
If the coffee trade did not show by statistical information that there was 
no overproduction of coffee, none but the 'Big Four' in coffee would 
buy it; and if the cattle trade can not convince people that there is no 
overproduction in cattle, there will be no one to buy our beef except 
the 'Big Four' in cattle. So we may as well make up our minds to 
wait until the bulk of our cattle have been given away, and then for a 
year or two there will be a natural reaction. 

In trade it is a very old-established law that the supply and demand 
governs the selling value of an article, and this being the case it cer- 
tainly needs no argument on my part to prove the necessity of estab- 
lishing and maintaining bureaus of information and statistics through 
which the supply and demand in the case of cattle can be ascertained; 
and the sooner such bureaus are established the sooner will confidence 
be restored to the hundreds of thousands of cattle-producers who are 
giving their property away because of the popular cty < overproduc- 
tion ' which the 'Big Four' have been ringing in our ears for the past 
three or four years. There is no ground upon which they can prove an 
overproduction of cattle, but, on the other hand, where is the evidence 
from which we can say that there is not such overproduction ^ This 
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explains the importance of taking an actual account of stock, and if that 
shall show, as I am quite sure it will, a positive shortage, there wiH 
certainly follow such a reaction as shall put an end to this senseless 
shipping of stock to Chicago, and the present owners of cattle may con- 
fidently hold them for more satisfactory prices. 

It was my privilege to be engaged in the cotton trade before there 
was any organization in that business, and I can remember well the 
argument of the English spinners as to supply. In those days there 
was no cotton exchange for the ascertainment of what the supply and 
demand really were, and consequently the cotton spinners could and 
did cry 'overproduction,' just as the 'Big Four' do now as to cattle; 
but as soon as the cotton exchange was established and the announce- 
ment was made that there was no more cotton produced than was 
needed, our speculators gained the confidence to hold, and if they re- 
quired any money the banks had confidence to lend them what was 
necessary. I cannot see any good reason why the same happy result 
should not follow to us in the cattle business as soon as we have intro- 
duced a system that will convince our bankers and other friends that 
there are no more cattle in the United States than are needed. 

Why is it that we are compelled to pay from 20 to 25 cents per pound 
for our coffee now when we used to buy it as low as 10 cents? If you will 
investigate you will find that the explanation in regard to cotton covers 
the case of coft'ee as well. Until the establishment of the coffee ex- 
change (which is neither more nor less than a bureau for ascertaining 
supply and demand) no one knew or could know whether or not there 
was an overproduction of coffee; hence there was no confidence with 
which to hold and speculate in that product; but when the coffee ex- 
change had demonstrated that no more than a fair supply was pro- 
duced from year to year, thousands of people were ready to purchase 
coffee on speculation. 

Therefore it will be seen that it is the information relating to supply 
and demand which encourages the people to buy and sell, establishing 
confidence on the part of capital and prompting others than capitalists 
to deal in a product in which they would otherwise be afraid to invest; 
and I am quite sure that if bureaus of information have furnished this 
effect to other trades the same cause will have the same effect in ours. 

As some of you know, I have heretofore suggested the introduction 
of standard grades' and the selling of cattle by contract, a plan now 
followed in almost every branch of business. This, I believe, would en- 
able us to hold our stock until sold, and would compel the consumers 
to make known their daily wants, to be supplied from such class and by 
such quantity as they required. Many, however, suppose that it is im- 
practicable to introduce such a change, and I do not care to argue the 
point. If this change is eventually found to be necessary it can be well 
made at a future date. In the meantime the organization now sug- 
gested will serve as a stepping-stone to that or to auy other improve- 
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ment that may be regarded as important. A beginniDg mast be made, 
however, and ours, like any other business organization, can improve 
with age. 

Kow what will be the probable effect of such an organization as I 
have outlined f In my judgment it would afford confidence alike to 
the buyers and the sellers of cattle. If, for instance, it is known tha't> 
the stock on hand of beef steers is not in excess of the demand, the pro — 
ducer will be encouraged to hold this class for a higher market, whil^ 
the buyer will purchase them with greater satisfaction. The market; 
quotations could be telegraphed daily through the Associated Press, so 
that every one interested would be properly informed from day to day. 
If one-year-old steers were quoted at $10 the effect would be to prompt 
all holders to ask that price. The existence of a * headquarters ' would 
naturally attract all parties to it as a center, and business would be 
greatly facilitated by such a concentration of interests. Should a seri- 
ous loss occur by reason of disease, cold weather, drought, or other cause, 
the extent of such loss could be ascertained promptly by the secretary 
of the bureau and made public ; whereas, under present conditions, we 
have no means of learning the percentage of losses, and are constantly 
in doubt as to whether they are great or small, upon which much de- 
pends. 

If by a correct compilation of statistics it is learned that there are too 
many cattlemen engaged in the business of producing, I am well con- 
vinced that a very large number of wealthy owners will withdraw from 
the trade, thus reducing the production to a proper and profitable basis. 
What man is so foolish as to remain in a business which he knows is 
overdone ? But at present we are all holding on in the hope of a nat- 
ural reaction, trusting it will come sooner or later, and while our wealthy 
owners are better able to hold their cattle than are many others, we all 
await that happy time which Mr. Armour would assure us is obliged 
to come in the course of two or three years. But I do not believe in 
such a way of doing business, and I am quite sure that 25 per cent, of 
our cattle producers will cheerfully put a stop to breeding and will mar- 
ket every cow they own as soon as they are shown figures which will 
convince them that there are too many of their kind engaged in the 
business. These gentlemen are not dependent upon their interest in 
cattle, and I have no doubt that they will be very glad to withdraw if 
they can be shown that the business is overdone. 

Another valuable result of correct statistics will be found in the in- 
formation as to what number of breeding cattle must be held in reserve 
to supply food for our 65,000,000 inhabitants and meet the demand for 
an export trade. Doubtless the apparently vast number of cattle in 
the United States has given rise to a very false idea of the true 'visible 
supply,' and the fact that this great stock seems inexhaustible has 
strengthened the opinion that in our business there is an overproduc- 
tion. But it is to be remembered that it is no less necessary to sot aside 
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a reserve breeding stock in the cattle trade than it is to set apart a re- 
serve capital in the business *of life insurance. Were any of our life 
insurance companies to encroach upon their reserve funds they would 
ho considered as in a failing condition, and I maintain that if it can be 
shown that we have been and are encroaching upon our reserve breed- 
ingr stock to meet the demand from consumers, the whole trade will 
immediately become alarmed.and a reaction in values will be produced 
at once. 

A^ccording to the best statistical information at my command, 810 head 
of stock cattle are required to supply food for each 1,000 inhabitants. 
TMs shows that the population of the United States needs not less than 
52,650,000 head of cattle for food alone, besides a very large number 
with which to meet the demands for export and canning. What this 
whole number should be no one can tell, but it seems to me a very im- 
portant matter to be learned, for we may wake u^) some morning to find 
that a disease is destroying our breeding herds, in which case the people 
of our country will be compelled to import beef or go without it until 
the herds are restored. Certainly the sooner our loose way of doing 
the cattle business is stopped the better. There is no wisdom in it. 

As to the coBt of maintaining these proposed bureaus, I think it will 
not exceed $10,000 per annum in each State, and that amount can cer- 
tainly be realized by the sale of memberships and subscription to a 
weekly statistical report which will be almost invaluable to every one 
engaged in handling live-stock. Naturally, agents will locate them- 
selves at headquarters to be able to represent their trade, and will be 
obliged to join the association in order to obtain the benefit of the 
latest information relating to the business. 

1 have'no doubt that the means will be forthcoming to support such 
an organization as I have suggested, and I believe it would result in 
great benefit to all concerned in the live-stock business if a correct 
record were kept and published weekly, showing the available supply 
and the demand from consumers and exporters. I am quite sure that 
the exchanges at Chicago, St. Louis, and Kansas City will co-operate 
with our State associations, and that there will be very little trouble in 
starting a system that will be easily understood and kept up. 

It haB been stated with a great deal of truth that conventions of cat- 
tlemen amount to nothing, but I hope that this one will be an exception 
to the rule. Extended as we are, it is a very difficult matter to reach 
all parties interested, but I am inclined to think that there is not a 
cattleman in the United States who will not appreciate the advantage 
of having a bureau of information and statistics located at some promi- 
nent place in his State, and with such bureaus established it will be 
very easy for them all to combine on any improved idea that experience 
may suggest, and there will be little or no trouble in their working to- 
gether upon any plan that promises a good result to the industry. 

Mr. Black's address was received with applause. 
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Mr. Brush (Colorado). I desire to thank the Chair for appointiDgme. 
apon the committee to consider the correspondence read a short time 
ago, bat feel obliged to resign for the reason that the stock-yards are 
not represented on that committee. 

Mr. Eeotob (Texas). In order to relieve the gentleman and let him 
stay on the committee, I move that the Chair appoint a commission- 
man upon the committee so that both sides of the question can be there 
represented. 

The Chairman. Before announcing the committee I consulted with 
Mr. Buell in regard to the appointment of a commission-man. He re- 
quested me not to do so, and stated that in making that request he rep- 
resented the commission-men. 

Mr. Eegtor. 1 think that this body has some interest in the'matter, 
and I have no doubt that Mr. Buell's request was made from feehogs 
of delicacy such as prompt the wish of Mr. Brush to be withdrawn. TVe 
wish that both interests should be represented on this committee, and 
that Mr. Brush should stay. I move that the Chair add to the commit- 
tee two commission-men to be selected by their number. 

The motion was seconded. 

A Delegate from Illinois. On behalf of the commission-men I 
have been requested to make a statement in this matter. Mr. BnelPs 
statement that we did not wish to be represented upon this committee 
was made for the reason that the exchanges have sent no delega- 
tion here. I am myself a commission-man, and can say that we have 
not been sent here by the exchanges, and have no authority to repre- 
sent them. We are here as members of the delegation from Illinois, 
not as commission-men or as representatives of these exchanges, which 
we could not represent authoritatively. We could only represent an 
individual commission merchant, and would be placed in a very awk- 
ward position were we to act upon this committee. 

Mr. Rector. These exchange men are here as delegates represent- 
ing the cattle interest of the State of Illinois, and if they are put upon 
this committee they are put there not as exchange men, but as dele- 
gates who understand what that interest is supposed to be, and will 
hold themselves responsible not to the exchange, but to the highest 
cattle interests of their State and country. If they came here under 
instructions from the exchange, with their hands tied, so that they 
could not respond to nor do justice to any interest outside of that of 
the exchange, then there would be some reason why they ought not to 
go upon the committee ; but I take it that they do not come here in any 
such way as that, but are here to listen, to learn, to suggest, and help 
to promote the highest interests of the cattlemen at Targe; and there- 
fore I consider it perfectly proper that they should accept their appoint- 
ment. 

A Delegate from Kansas. The correspondence between Mr. Brush 
and the live-stock exchanges, which has been read in this Convention, 
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'seemed to me to be exhaustive. It gives us full information as to the 
: views of the exchanges at Chicago, South Omaha, St. Louis, and Kansas 
Oity. The commission-men at those four points have put themselves on 
record, and are virtually unanimous in their statements as to what they 
cannot do in compliance with the suggestions made by the gentleman 
f from Colorado, I think that this Convention ought not to force upon 
that committee any of these men. We have heard from them already, 
and they have told us what they cannot do. On the other hand, I think 
it is proper that Mr. Brush should be relieved from service upon that 
committee. We know what he has said to the exchanges and we have 
his views. Now, it is for this Convention to sit upon that correspond- 
ence and see with which side it agrees, that of Mr. Brush or that of the 
commission-men. 

Mr. Savage (Nebraska). As I understand the matter, this committee 
is to act as a jury for the purpose of trying the case in question, or 
rather for the purpose of trying the exchanges. Now, the exchanges 
of this country, mentioned here to-day, are composed of and controlled 
by the commission-men, of whom I am one; and being virtually and 
really a delegate sent here from the National Live-Stock Exchange, 
but occupying a seat as a delegate from Nebraska, I will state that' I 
think it improper to put any commission-man on that jury to try him- 
self. We are here in your hands — in the hands of the producers of this 
country, to aid and assist you in the solving of the questions that come 
before this Convention, and to do so honestly and honorably ; and I do 
not think it is proper to put one of us on that jury whereby we are to 
be tried; but if that committee wishes to subpoena any of us to appear 
before it as witnesses, there is not a commission-man here who will not 
go and render any assistance he can. 

Mr. Eegtob. I withdraw my motion. 

The Chairman. The name of Mr. Brush as chairman of the com- 
mittee is withdrawn, and I will substitute that of Mr. O. A. Hadley, of 
New Mexico. 

The Chair announced as the Committee on Transportation the fol- 
lowing named gentlemen : 

Messrs. H. M. Taylor (New Mexico), J. G. Meek (Nebraska), J. C. 
lioving (Texas), E. M. Hewins (Kansas). 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, what disposition will you make of Colonel 
Black's address ? 

Mr. Elder (Kansas). I rise for the purpose of making a motion in 
relation to that address. It entertained me very highly, as it did the 
whole Convention, and I think it should be made apart of the record, 
to be published in the report of the proceedings of this Convention. I 
make a motion to that effect. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Secretary read a communication from Mr. C. I. Nourse, of Casa- 
nova, Va., together with copy of a petition addressed by the County Al- 
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liance of Fauquier County, Ya., to the Assembly of that State, praying 
said body to lay before Congress a bill for the imposition of an anuoal 
tax of at least $5 per head upon all cattle pastured on the public landi 
in the several States and Territories of the United States. Upon tkii 
matter the Convention took no action. 

Mr. Savage (Nebraska). I move that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the Chair to wait upon the Committee on Besolutions and 
report that the Convention is out of material, and to ask whether tlie 
committee is not ready to make a partial report m order that we may 
have something to work upon. 

Carried, and the Chair appointed the following named gentlemen: 
Messrs. E. P. Savage (Nebraska), W. C. Lewis (Texas), A. G. Forney 
(Kansas) ; Mr. Savage to be chairman. 

It was moved that the matter of Mr. Black's address, advocating 
the establishment of bureaus of information and statistics, be recon* 
sidered, and that more definite action be taken by the Convention apon 
the same. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Chairman. The address of Colonel Black is before the Conven- 
tion. What disposition shall be made of it? 

It was suggested that a committee of five be appointed to consider 
the advisability of adopting the views expressed in the address of Mr. 
Black, and to report thereon to the Convention. 

Mr. Robinson. We have a Committee on Resolutions, and I suppose 
this matter is a part of their business ; they are to report to this Con- 
vention on all questions which they think important. I think it would 
not be exactly proper to take from them a part of their work. Would 
it not be better to refer this matter to the Committee on Resolutions} 
with instructions to report upon it f 

A Delegate. I rise to a point of order. This is not a resolution, 
and cannot proi)erly be seut to the Committee on Resolutions. 

The Chairman. The point of order is not well taken. The only 
question before the Convention is upon the disposition to be made of 
this communication. 

It was moved that the matter in question be referred to a special com- 
mittee of five, to be appointed by the Chair, the subject being of suf- 
ficient importance to require especial care and attention. The motion 
was seconded and carried. 

The Chairman stated that he would presently announce the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Hurley (Texas). I have been instructed by the Committee on 
Resolutions to hand up a communication concerning some business 
transacted by that committee. 

By direction of the Chair, the communication was read by the Sec- 
retary. In it the committee reported that it had considered the reso- 
lution offered by Mr. A. J. Brown (Texas) relating to the organization 
of a bureau of information and statistics (see p. 35), and pQQommended 
that it be adopted by the Oouyefttxoii. 
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Mr. BoBiNSON. Inasmuch as the resolution just adopted by us on 

tbis sulu6ct is somewhat in conflict with the recommendation of the 

Oommittee on Eesolutions, I move to reconsider the vote last taken in 

order that the committee to be appointed may be formed in accord- 

; ance with the terms of the original resolution now reported for adop- 

- tiOD. 

^ Tlie motion to reconsider was carried, and a motion to adopt the res- 

\ olation offered by Mr. Brown, of Texas, and recommended for adoption 

K by the Oommittee on Eesolutions, was also carried. 

The Secretary called the roll of the States and Territories represented, 
and the following named gentlemen were selected by the respective 

f delegations to constitute a committee to discuss the advisability of 
organizing a bureau of information and statistics : 

, Messrs. J. F. Waters (Arizona), L. Minor (Arkansas), A. M. Pryor 
(Colorado), W. T. Vandeveer (Illinois), H. A. Heath (Kansas), 0. F. 
Clark (Missouri), E. Mothersill (New Mexico), E. Filley (Nebraska), 
W. L. Black (Texas), R. M. Friend (Wyoming). 
By request of a delegate, and upon invitation of the Chair, Col E. H. 

I Bopes addressed the Convention as follows : 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen : Colonel Andrews told the truth yes- 
terday when he said in his opening speech that at this time nearly all 
industries except the cattle industry are prospering. He might have 
gone further and have said that with the exception of our own nearly 
all the industries pursued in the United States are working more or 

. less by means of combinations among themselves, while the cattlemen 
are trying, each man by himself, to paddle their own little canoes, and 
are taking the consequences every time they face a combination. When 
the cattleman wishes to ship his cattle he makes the best rates he can 
for his own little bunch, the railroad dictating terms to him, and he 
with more or less humility accepting them. When he gets his cattle to 
Chicago or to Kansas City he again makes the best terms he can, know- 
ing that he had to face a combination to get there and is facing another 

* combination while he stays there. Now this state of affairs is surpris- 

' ing to an outsider, and I am rather an outsider, for although the Texas 
men gave me this badge the only four-footed animal I own is the horse 
I ride. We are surprised that the cattlemen, numerous as they are, 
possessing the brains they have, and representing as they do a vast 
ftmoant of money, should be the last men in America to learn the value 
of combined effort; and yet such is the fact. 
We have been at work for some little time trying to get this matter 

: of a refrigerator squarely before the cattlemen of this part of the coun- 
hy, and I am particularly grateful for this opportunity to do my little 
share toward that end; but in a conversation I had with a bishop of 
Texas, who knows the cattlemen of this State a good deal better than 

I do, he said, "You are going to fail, and the reason why you are going 

to Ail is because you cannot teach the cattlemen the value of combined 
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eflforf He said, ^« A cattlomau within his own vast inclosure is a king 
in a small way, and he is accustomed to enforcing his will like law upon 
all men whom he meets on his land, and when lie comes into contact 
with other men made up like himself and likewise accustomed to rule, he 
is not inclined to give up his will and his way to any one ; he would rather 
kick over the whole bucket of milk and go home." [Laughter.] Thai; 
is what the bishop said ; I do not say it is true, but it may be well 
enough to recite to you what a very good friend of yours says about one 
of the characteristics of the cattlemen. Now there are millionaires 8i^ 
ting every day in directors' rooms at our great centers of population, 
men who are themselves accustomed to rule, whose wills are imperious, 
and who generally have their own way, but who, every time they come 
to a vote, consent to yield to the law of the majority because they know 
that single-handed they cannot begin to accomplish as much as they 
can when they work in united bodies; and* what can be done and is 
done by those men all over the world the cattlemen certainly ought to 
be willing to do for themselves when the stake is so great as it is. We 
have been looking into this question, and have studied it very carefully, 
and we think we see two or three things clearly ; we think we see that 
there is power enough in the cattlemen to accomplish their will when- 
ever they make up their minds to do it in a practical way. 

I am now looking into the faces of men who are so much bigger, 
standing together, than the 'Big Four' of whom they complain that 
they ought to be ashamed of themselves for being afraid of them. 
Why, gentlemen, I have to-day made a hasty computation of the value 
of the live-stock industry in Texas alone, and I find that it is worth 
$100,000,000, and that the lands upon which that li\'e-stock grazes^ and 
which are owned by the men who sit in this Convention to-day, are 
worth $200,000,000 more. Here we have a sum of $300,000,000 repre- 
sented in this industry by one State alone, and why should men with 
that amount behind them complain of four men in stuffed chairs in Ghi< 
cago, and suppose it necessary to submit to their dictation ^ Why, 
gentlemen, it is unreasonable. I have been met by the statement that 
though we have cattle and lands we have not ready money, our capital 
being invested in the lands and the cattle. Well, of whom is that not 
true f Among the moneyed men of the world who is there that hai 
not over 95 per cent, of his wealth invested in just that way, so that 
he cannot get it out? As a rule business men of large means not 
only do not have 1 per cent, of their capital in bank, but do have 5 or 
10 or 15 per cent, of it in notes in banks. It is idle for men with 
$300,000,000 behind them — and I am leaving out of account the great 
Northwest, with its growing wealth, force, prosperity, pluck, anden^ 
ergy, and am speaking, for the purpose of illustration, of Texas alone-^ 
it is idle, I say, for such men to complain that they cannot help them^ 
selves because the $300,000,000 is not in ready money. Let suchmefi 
apply to the money centers of the world for ready, active capital whid 
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is tliere to be loaned ou good security, ^.ud they would get more money 
tban tbey would know what to do with. Every man acquainted with 
ftnaucial matters knows that to be true. It is not, then, a question of 
ability to help yourselves, for the fact is that the cattlemen hold con- 
trol of the situation, and are able to execute 'their will right here and 
now. 

I think that we should face, in outline at least, some of the things 
necessary to be done in order to accomplish what you want, which is 
the establishment of better prices. A Jerseyman by birth, a New 
Yorker by business, I am now a Texan by adoption [laughter and 
applause], and my interest and the interests of the gentlemen who are 
associated with me are to be served by putting this cattle industry, the 
greatest industry in Texas, upon a prosperous footing ; and that is why 
I am here as a delegate to-day. I am not one of those men who com- 
plain of the 'Big Four.' They are doing, gentlemen, what you and I, 
in honesty and candor, must admit that we ourselves would do in their 
places. They are buying just as cheaply as they can buy, and they are 
selling just as dearly as they can sell, and that is what every man does. 
It is your business to see that they do not buy too cheaply, that is all. 
I do not believe in a warfare upon anybody ; that is not what I am here 
to propose. 1 am here to say that there is a competition in the field so 
powerful that it cannot be swept away with a breath, whistled down 
the wind, but which is not so powerful that it can not be successfully 
met by cool and clear-headed men 5 and I am here to say that a cattle- 
* men's company organized here in Texas can take and hold a place 
alongside of the *Big Four' as a Big Fifth. But, gentlemen, this 
combination should not be organized, and this movement should not be 
; started, in any half-hearted way. If any feeble organization should at- 
tempt this business, placing itself in competition with the ' Big Four,' 
the latter would cut prices and the little upstart would find itself frozen 
out in short order. But put a concern with a credit of $300,000,000 
: behind it in the field, and the *Big Four' will never tackle it in that 
^ way, but will be very willing to come to you and say : '^ Gentlemen, 
pool your issues with us four as we have already done with each other 
and you will get the market price at the other end and the enormous 
profit which exists somewhere between the man who raises the cattle 
ftnd the man who sells the dressed beef in New York." A strong, 
powerful organization, such as you may make, will command respect, 
and will not invite cut-throat competition. 

I believe that such a concern should have not less than $3,000,000 sub- 
scribed capital, and I believe that not more 'than 5 per cent, of that need 
l>ftpaid in the first six months, or perhaps the first year, but that sub- 
BGription should lie back of the amount at first contributed as an assur- 
ance that you mean business, and as notice to these men that you do 
not intend to be trifled with ; and with that assurance and that notice 
joacan count upon a fair field at the other end of the line. Some men 
' 22700 4 
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have asked me whether we coald be sure of securiDg a market at the other 
end. The answer is that we can be sure, but not until some one down 
at this end has shown that he means to do something to supply that 
market. There is nothing in the world more certain than that. Beef 
cattle are just as staple an article as cotton, but a man does not mn 
around looking for some one who will agree to buy his bale of cotton 
before he puts it in the ground. Beef is as staple as corn or any other 
great product, and your beef, when you get it to the great cities of the 
Atlantic seaboard, will be just as marketable as the beef sent there by 
anybody elsej it will sell just as well, and nobody will ask whether it 
has come from four men in Chicago or from four hundred men in Tcxaa. 
[Applause.] 

I think that this movement should not be confined to any one locahty. 
I believe that what is best for the whole most ultimately be best for 
every part of the whole, and I believe that the existing refrigerators at 
Fort Worth, Victoria, and Columbus should be utilized. I believe that 
another great refrigerator should be built somewhere upon the coast of 
the Gulf of Mexico, and that alongside of it there should be a great 
cooling-house capable of receiving the product of these three other r^ 
frigerators and holding it for shipment as long as may be necessary. 
I also believe that there should be established at Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, New York, and Boston other great cooling-houses where this 
product might be shipped. For several reasons this refrigerator system 
should center on the sea-coast : first, because of deep water ; second^ 
because, being on the Gulf of Mexico, with the ability to use the sea^ 
you get a great advantage in your railroad rates. At Corpus Christi 
it costs us $1 to ship a bale of cotton by rail to Galveston. Beeville is 
40 miles this side— 40 miles nearer to Galveston — and that same bale of 
cotton put on the cars at Beeville and shipped to Galveston would cost 
something over $3. Is that because they hate Beeville and love Oorpiw 
Christi ? No ; there is very little love lost in business ; it is becaase 
they know that they cannot fool the Gulf of Mexico. [Laughter.] The 
whole philosophy of the deep-water movement is involved in just that 
fact, that when you get upon tide- water you have a means of commani- 
cation cheaper by 90 per cent, than rail, and that is one reason why your 
main establishment should be located upon the Gulf. There is anotber i 
reason : it should be located at a point where it will be near to very I 
large and heavily stocked cattle ranches, to which it should be as cen- 
tral as possible. 

If it were possible to drive all the cattle to the refrigerators, never, . 
once loading them in cars, it would not only save a great deal of ex- 
pense, but would be of great benefit in the matter of quality ; there 
would be much less cow-punching required, and the quality of the beef 
would be considerably improved by not being punched, hammered, 
fevered, driven into cars, and frightened as our wild cattle are whea 
loaded for the first time upon a railroad car. Again, the main estab' 
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lishment sbonid be located, as one of the. resolutions read here this 
morning suggests^ at a point where there is abundant pasturage for 
droves arriving before they are needed for use. That is likely to be an 
important factor in the operation of the large business recommended. 
There is one point which fills all these bills. The point selected 
should be ohe at which deep water is likely to be had sooner than at 
any other point on the coast, for that is a very grave consideration. 
Corpus Ohristi is that point. The company wliich I have the honor to 
represent is prepared to give bonds to the United States Government 
to complete the work of jetty building at Aransas Pass within twelve 
months from the time when we shall be permitted to cast the first stone 
into the Gulf of Mexico. It will take Galveston, according to the bill 
now before Congress, six years to make ready, and five years time is 
well worth saving. 

Gentlemen, I fear I have already detained you too long, but I wish 
to offer one more suggestion. Such a company as you should organize 
would effect a great saving by owning or leasing its own railroad roll- 
ing stock. No capital need be put into that, but if you can make a rate 
with the railroads of so much per car per mile, you can land such of 
your cattle as are sent by rail at a very much lower price than you 
have to pay now. 

All of these things, gentlemen, would work together to bring you 

who do the raising a better price, and .to bring to the State of Texas 

and the Northwestern States greater prosperity for the agricultural 

elasses. I am glad to see here to-day an evident appreciation of the 

value of deep water to the cattle industry. The cattlemen are very 

largely land-owners, and there is not a cattle ranch within a thousand 

miles of the Texas coast whose owner could not, on the day that an 

^ appropriation becomes available for the opening of any one of these 

i jK)rts, mark up the value of every acre he owns 100 per cent, and get it. 

That is a fact, gentlemen. Now I am not a three-fourths deep-water 

man. While my interests are bound to Aransas Pass, I would like to 

see deep water wherever it can be had on our coast — at the mouth of 

the Brazos, at Galveston (and I am sorry that there they will have to 

wait six years for it), and at Sabine Pass, where I believe it can be had. 

I" We want all the deep water we can get, for the benefit any one point 

f can secure will assist in the development of the interests of all, and 

[ what is best for the whole will be best for every part of the whole. 

\ I thank you for the patience with which you have listened to these 

1= remarks. The company I have the honor to represent stands ready to 

» <5o-operate with you in a practical way if you desire to come to our part 

'. of the country, and we ask that when the time arrives you will consider 

p, without favor, without bias, the facts I have presented to you this after- 

[ >^oon. [Applause.] 

Mr. Andrews (Texas). Since the matter of refrigerators is before the 
c Oimvention, I wish to state that a party of gentlemen at Columbus, 
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Tex., have entered into a contract with British capitalists for the kill- 
ing and slaughtering of seventy-five thousand cattle per year for two 
years. 

At this point, in response to the request of many delegates land the 
invitation of the Chair, Mr. Andrews came upon the stage and contin- 
ued his address as follows : 

Gentlemen, when I rose it was not with the intention of making any 
lengthy remarks to this Convention. It seems to me that Colonel Eopek 
has fully explained to you the necessity of prompt action upon yonr 
part. Nothing would tend more strongly to the betterment of our 
condition than the establishment of refrigerating institutions and can- 
ning companies that would keep back the great volume of cattle now 
going to the markets of Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, and Omaha. 
Refrigerators established in Texas, by reducing the supply of cattle to 
the Northwestern markets, would aid in the elevation of prices and 
would materially assist the stock farmers and feeders of the great North- 
western States. The trouble, it seems to me, in regard to the over- 
supply claimed by the Chicago people is that a great number of inferior 
cattle are sent to Chicago which do not, as has been claimed, go into 
the cans, but are in great part sent back into the country, and this to a 
certain extent depreciates the price of the better classes of cattle in 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, and other corn-feeding States. I am ad- 
vised by gentlemen from Columbus, that they have a contract made 
(with bond properly prepared and signed) with some gentlemen in Lon- 
don for the slaughtering of seventy-five thousand Texas cattle per an- 
num for two years, making one hundred and fifty thousand head in all 
They could have entered into a longer contract if they had wished to; 
they could have secured a contract for five years, and calling for the 
slaughtering of double the number of cattle per year; but from motives 
of prudence they thought it better to go slower in this matter. These 
enterprises, as you all understand, are sometimes fraught with failure, 
and in many instances which we have known in the past men have 
lost large amounts of money in endeavoring to erect and maintain re- 
frigerating enterprises in the Southwest. 

It is not right that one or two men should have to bear the burden 
of this question. It is not right that one or two men at Columbus or 
at any other point should be compelled to undertake the building up of 
great business interests at a personal sacrifice; but, as Colonel Eopeft 
has said, if a large enough organization can be effected by men deter- 
mined to advance their own interest, we can go on without any inter- 
ference from the 'Big Four.' I have been credibly informed that 
when the Columbus people years ago attempted to reach a market 
at any of the Eastern points they were met with depreciated prices, 
and refrigerated meats were put down to the consumer until tt® 
Columbus men were forced to abandon the attempt or fail; but Im- 
mediately upon their retirement from the field the higher prices wero 
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restored. Such has been the condition of affairs whenever there 
Las been an attempt by any refrigerating enterprise to locate in any 
iwrtion of the range country. We have witnessed the signal failure of 
a gentleman who attempted to establish a refrigerating enterprise in 
Montana, as well as the failures of others at Fort Worth and Victoria, 
and the men who have endeavored to secure advantages for you in 
competitive markets have likewise been overtaken by disaster. Doubt- 
less you comprehend the situation more fully than I do. The first x>rac- 
tical test was made under a London contract, and on account of the 
failure to have vessels properly fitted for the service the meats just at 
that time were not delivered in perfect shape ; some of thein went all 
right, but others did not. Since then a London company has been or- 
ganized, with capital sufficient to take all the meats that will be offered, 
and this company will fit up vessels especially adapted to transport the 
meat frop Galveston or New Orleans or anywhere else, so that part of 
the problem has been solved and is no longer in doubt. 

Now these men from Columbus desire that their contract should be 
loade known to a creditable committee appointed to inquire into its 
terms and to pass upon its feasibility, the profits that are likely to ac- 
croe, and all else connected with it, so that the committee will be able 
to speak to the people of Texas and of the Northwest, and let them 
properly understand the question. They do not wish, gentlemen, to 
show this contract to everybody ; it is not their desire nor their pur- 
pose that Tom, Dick, and Harry should come and inspect it; but they 
are willing to stand upon the judgment of any three reputable cattle- 
men as to the sufficiency of their bond, the force of the obligation rest- 
fag upon it, the price that they are to get for their cattle, and the abso 
Inte practicablity of the enterprise. They do not wish to foster or build 
ijp or boom any community, and are perfectly willing that no names of 
any towns should be mentioned in connection herewith ; but they are 
willing to co-operate with every refrigerating enterprise that may be 
bnilt up at any city within this State or elsewhere. The object is to 
get these cattle that are going to Chicago and to the Northwest away 
from the con) petition with the corn-feeding States; and right here I 
wish to say that although I know it would injure some men materially, 
I nevertheless wish that the quarantine restrictions were so severe 
that not a hoof of cattle could leave the State of Texas alive. When 
we are obliged to look out for ourselves there is courage enough in 
Texan manhood and independence enough in Texan character to enable 
iJS to get out of whatever trouble we are in, but so long as we rely on 
outside help we will to the extent of that reliance be mistaken. 

I have often recalled to mind the story of the lark with her young in 
the wheat field; how the farmer came by with his son and said, seeing 
that the wheat was ripe, "To-morrow, my boy, you must go and get 
fenner Jones to assist in cutting this grain." This speech alarmed the 
Jittle birds, who cried to their mother, "Alas, we must go at once or we 
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shall be killed!" Bat the old lark answered, "We will not move to 
night.'' The next day the men came by tbat way again, and the lark 
heard the son say, " Father, I have been to see farmer Jones, but h< 
says he is so busy that he cannot possibly assist you now." "Then jus 
go over to your uncle David's and get him to come and bring his boys* 
to-morrow we will reap the grain." The men passed on, and the larl 
said to her young, "^ We will not move tonight." On the next day, a 
they came along, the farmer was saying to his son, "As your unci 
David and your cousins have refused to come to our assistance we wil 
get our cradles out and we will cut the grain ourselves to-morrow." Th^ 
lark said to her young, " We will move to-night!" 

Now, gentlemen, that is the question which we are here to face. We 
have been speaking to farmer Jones too long, and we have been speak- 
ing to uncle David and his boys, but whenever we resolve to put our 
own might and our own means into an enterprise that will accomplish 
the very salvation of the business in which we are engaged, then the 
lark will take her young away. [Applause.] 

I believe in being prudent on all occasions, and I am free to say that 
in times gone by 1 have thought of methods which, as it seemed to me, 
would relieve the cattle interest, but which finally proved fallacioas; 
but, gentlemen, those notions were based upon the proposition that 
when a man is struck in the heat of temper he feels like striking back, 
and I have always been taught not to turn the other cheek on those 
occasions ; that Christian principle has never been engrafted upon mj 
composition. Sirs, these Columbus pefople mean business. They have 
a contract that, with some assistance, they can carry out, and they be 
lieve that there is money in it They want, in all fairness, that a com 
mittee should be appointed which will look into their contract and will 
be able to say to this Convention that in its belief it is a good one, or, if it 
be so decided, that it is a bad one. I would like to have that committee 
composed of thoroughly representative men, who stand high in the 
ranks of the cattlemen and in commercial life, and who have the conr* 
age of their convictions and are not afraid to express themselves; men 
who will not be controlled by any outside influences, but will labor 
for the welfare of the cowman, not only of Texas — for I wish you gentle- 
men of the Northwest to understand that your interest is suffering 
decidedly more than ours — ^but of all the cattle-raising States. I will 
say to you gentlemen of the Northwest that on account of the conditions 
of affairs which have existed for the last few years the individual stock- 
man throughout Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, and all the corn- 
feeding States has found his industry gone, and himself left, like 
Othello, without an occupation. Every purchase you have made frona 
time to time, instead of bringing you weal has brought you woejyoai 
animals do not give back commensurate returns ; your hands are tie* 
and for you there is no redress except through competition in markets 
You do not want the Texas cattle in Chicago any more than we d^ 
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We see that it is foolish to ship a thousand miles to a market and 
then have to go a thousand miles away from there to get to tide water. 
Establish refrigerator enterprises in the State of Texas, and Kansas 
and Kebraska even will ship their longhorns here to be butchered, or 
else the Kansas Oity markets will ship toward the Gulf instead of 
toward the ocean. 

Oentlemen, J feel that further words would be useless, and I would 
now move that a committee be appointed, and specially request the 
Gbair that my name be not placed upon it, because I want some other 
party, wholly uninfluenced by any conversation whatever with the Co- 
lumbus people, or by any conduct whatever that he has met with here- 
\ tofore on the part of any company — some one unknown to this question ; 
■ I would like to have my own name not mentioned. I move that acom- 
h mlttee, of three [A voice : Make it five] — T will say of five — be appointed 
to meet for the purpose of having these Columbus people come before 
them and show their contract ; the committee then to report back to 
this Convention as to the practicability of the plan, and as to the ad- 
vantages which may be expected to be derived under it. I thank you 
for your attention. [Applause.] 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Chairman. The Chair will announce the committee at some time 
this evening. 

Mr. Savage (Nebraska). Your committee appointed to confer with 

the Committee on Resolutions begs leave to report that we met the 

[ latter committee at their rooms, where they are still discussing the first 

communication which came before them. They have nothing to report. 

By direction of the Chair the following communication was read by 
.the Secretary : 

Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fj£ Railway Company, 

Office of Commercial Agent, 

Fort Worth, Tex., March 12, 1890. 
Oentlemen : I am instructed by the Board of Trade of Lampasas, Tex., to extend 
to you a cordial invitation to visit our beautiful little city before you depart for your 
I l^omee. We have the grandest sulphur springs of the wdrld. We can show you one 
^ring that is discharging the finest sulphur water oh earth at the rate of 10,000 gal- 
lons pet minnte. Our people would be most happy to welcome and entertain you in 
thel^ratoga of the Southwest. 

Governor Ross, in a letter read before you this morning, told you that to visit Texas 
^and not see Fort Worth was like visiting Egypt and not seeing the pyramids ; and we 
^1 you that the man who visits Texas and fails to see the magnificent sulphur springs 
.ftt Lampasas is the same man who, going to France, fails to visit Paris. 
We hope to have the honor and pleasure of welcoming you to Lampasas. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

W. T. League, 

Secretary, 

^««J|lce)'8 and menihers of the Interstaie Caitlemen^s Convention. 

^© cominuDication was ordered to be filed witli otber papers in the 
ids of the Secretary. 
Ott motion, the Convention adjourned. 
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HOBNINa SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order by the Chair at 9 a. m. ' 

The Chairman introduced Eev. Mr. Armstrong, of Fort Worth, who 
opened the proceedings of the day with prayer. 

The Chairman. Before taking up the regular order of business I will 
announce the Committee on Eefrigerators. The Chair was not quite 
clear as to whether the committee was to be composed of five or seven 
members, and has taken the liberty of appointing the following-named 
gentlemen : 

Messrs. J. T. Brackenridge (Texas), A. G. Dull (Texas), E. B. Mad- 
dox (Texas), E. B. Harrold (Texas), Harvey W. Salmon (Missouri), 
Charles Goodnight (Texas). 

Mr. Black being unwilling to serve, Mr. A. J. Brown was substituted 
for him by request of the Texas delegation. 

On motion the calling of the roll of delegates was dispensed with and 
the Secretary was directed to call the roll of the States and Territories, 
delegates from each of which answered present. 

It was moved that in order to save time the reading of the minutes 
be dispensed with. Carried. 

It was moved that speeches be limited to five minutes each, and that 
all communications and correspondence be referred to the respective 
committees having their subject-matter in charge. 

The Chairman. I would state that the Convention has already 
taken action upon the matter embodied in the latter part of the motioD. 

The mover stated that he should insist upon the first part of the 
motion. 

A Delegate. I desire to oft'er an amendment, that the limit be set at 
ten minutes. 

The amendment was voted upon and lost. 

The original motion, so far as it related to time of speeches, was sec- 
onded and carried. 
A telegram was handed to the Chairman, who read the same, as 

follows : 

Galveston, Tex., March 12, 1890. 
President Cattlemen^s Convention, 

Fort Worthy Tex, : 
We invite your members to visit our city, and tender you an excursion to the j©^ 
ties and down the island. 

R. L. Fulton, 

Mayor - 
Julius Runge, 

President Galveston Cotton Exchavg^" 
56 
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Mr. Bogers (Texas) moved that the courteous invitation from the city 
of Galveston be acknowledged by a vote of thanks. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 

It was moved that a committee be appointed to wait upon the Com- 
mittee on Eesolutious and ascertain whether that committee was ready 
to report upon any of the matters befoie it. The motion was seconded. 

A Delegate. I hope that such a committee will not be appointed. 
The Committee on Eesolntions are certainly as much interested as we 
are, and will make their report as speedily as can be done. The vari- 
ous interests at stake require deliberation and careful consideration at 
the hands of that committee, and no step should be taken which might 
in anywise seem to imply a doubt upon our part that the committee is 
acting carefully and as quickly as is consistent with the gravity of its 
duty. There was a time when the earth was void and darkness was on 
the face of the deep, and 1 think that is also true of the interests 
brought to us here. Do not let us hurry, but let us so act that when 
we get through we shall be through to stay. Let us in this Convention 
pass resolutions that will not rot within the next six months. Let us 
give ourselves and the committee time and stay until we get through. 
We are not wasting our time here. 

The Chairman. Does the gentleman insist upon his motion ? 

The Delegate (who made the motion). Yes, sir. Far be it from me 
to lay any duty upon this committee which is unjust or unfair; but I 
have no doubt in my mind that they have some of these resolutions 
ready to present, and are only waiting for some one to bring them to 
us. 

A Delegate. That is the whole thing in a nutshell. We are ready 
to do business, and if we have committees that are not at work we 
wairt to know it; if they are at work we want to know that. Most of 
the members of this delegation are going. home to-morrow, and we must 
work now. 

The Chairman. 1 do not think you have a committee that i§ not 
giving proper time and attention to its work, 

Mr. Rogers (Texas). I hope that the motion will not prevail. We 
are here, as the gentleman remarked, to transact business. This work 
cannot be done in an hour nor in a day. We represent one of the 
largest interests in the United States; we represent a large portion of 
the area of the United States; and the eyes of the entire common- 
wealth are upon this Convention to-day. Therefore we can not afford 
to pass over these matters lightly. It is true that we want to go home ; 
I would like to go home ; but, gentlemen, if the interest of the great 
West demands that I stay here for ten days, here I will stay. 

The motion was lost. 
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A telegram was handed to tbe Secrelary, who read the same as fol- 
lows: 

Garden City, Kans., March 12, 1890. 
The Chaibman of Cattle Convention : 

Please state to the Couvention that crossing buffalo bnlls with Galloway cows is 
snccessfnl with me this year. Such calves nowhere exist. They stand all kinds of 
weather without artificial food or shelter, and never tarn their tails to a blizzard. 
Their robes are equal to a black bear, and they are the coming range cattle. 

C. J. Jones. 

Mr. Hanna (Te^as). Is there not some way of freezing out resolu- 
tions and communications not germain to the work of the Convention f 
I came here, and I feel that the majority of us came here, to inquire 
into the stock interests of the United States. 

Mr. Gould (Nebraska) stated that the Committee on Eesolations 
would be unable to report until 11 o'clock ; that the committee had 
worked until 1 o'clock at night ; that the business before it was of too 
serious a nature to be jumped over, and was being attended to in a 
proper way. 

The Chairman. Referring to the suggestion made by the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. Hanna], I would say that it is not proper to side-track 
communications addressed in a gentlemanly manner to this Convention. 

Mr. Guthrie (Kansas). The invitation extended to us by the Galves- 
ton gentlemen to visit their city is certainly worthy of proper consider- 
ation and appropriate action. I am not advised as to how gentlemen 
may feel disposed in regard to the acceptance of the invitation, but to 
the extent of a proper consideration of the same we are certainly a unit. 
I move that a committee of five be appointed to take into consideration 
the invitation of the Galveston gentlemen. 

The motion was seconded. 

The Chairman. The Chair is of the opinion that unless you recon- 
sider the action already taken in regard to the reception of that com- 
munication it would not be right to take it up in that way. 

After some discussion Mr. Guthrie moved that the invitation of the 
Galveston gentlemen be received and that a committee of five be ap- 
pointed by the Chair to take action thereon. Carried. 

The Chairman stated thait lie would presently announce the com- 
mittee. 

The Chairman. The Committee on Bureaus of Information and Sta- 
tistics is ready to report. 

Mr. Black (Texas) read the report of the committee as follows : 

Your committee, appointed to consider the matter of establishing bnreaas of infor- 
mation and statistics in each of the live-stock prodaciag and live-stock feeding States 
and Territories, beg leave to report as follows: 

First. That in our jadgmeut it is very essential to have a correct record of the avail- 
able supply of and probable demand for live-stock, according to ages and sex, in 
order to form an inteUigent opinion as to the value of the same. 

Second. Our live-stock industry is so extended that the accumulated shipments 
from all the producing States and Territories render it impossible for a shipper to tell 
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^^at unmber of live-stock are being moved and being prepared for shipment to the 
prominent markets of our country from day to day, and we believe that by a system 
^f telegraphic and mail information the quantity of live-stock shipped and being pro- 
Pared for shipment from each State and Territory daily can be easily ascertained, which 
*^owledge would be of great assistance to a shipper in avoiding * glutted markets.* 

Third. By the establishment and co-operation of State bureaus the desired informa- 
tion as to the available supply and the daily shipments of live-stock and as to the 
*ive-8tock being prepared for shipment can be easily obtained. 

We therefore believe that the establishment of State bureaus of information and 

®*atistics would be of incalculable benefit to the producers of live-stock in the United 

States, but are doubtful as to whether unity of action on the part of the several 

States can be had, and unless all combine upon a uniform system no practical good 

can result. 

W'e therefore recommend that this Convention memorialize Congress to appropriate 
snflScient money for the introduction of this improvement in the conducting of the 
live-stock business of our country under the auspices of the Department of Agricult- 
ure. We think such an appropriation on the part of our national Government is 
due to thQ live-stock industry, which has been developed within the past twenty years 
10 n» territory of such vast extent as to render it almost impossible to secure united 
action on the part of the individuals interested; and it would seem to us quite as 
coiiiaistent for Congress to aid in harmonizing and advancing the interests of this 
6^^«^t industry, upon which nearly one- half the population of the United States are 
^^]>Qndent for support, as it is to maintain a weather bureau or other similar agencies. 

J. F. Waters, Arizona. C. F. Clabk, Missouri. 

L. Minor, Arkansas. E. Motuersill, New Mexico. 

A. M. Pryor, Colorado. E. Filley, Nebraska. 

W. T. Vandeveer, Illinois. Wm. L. Black, Texas. 

H. A. Heath, Kansas. R. M. Friend, Wyoming. 

^r. Brush (Colorado) moved that the report of the committee be 
^^ opted. The motion was seconded and carried. 

Ihe Chair appointed as a committee to take action upon the invita- 
^^^^n from Galveston the following-named gentlemen : 

^Messrs. J. B. Bector (Texas), Eobert Atkinson (Kansas), N. H. Gen- 
^^*^^ (Missouri), Elijah Filley (Nebraska), G. W. Ballantine (Colorado). 

Certain of the gentlemen named being absent and others requesting that 
t\iey be excused, the committee was renominated by the Chair as fol- 
lows: 

Messrs. E. E. Maddox (Texas), Eobert Atkinson (Kansas), T. B. 
l*rice (Missouri), Elijah Filley (Nebraska), M. W. Jones (Colorado), J. 
^. Saint (New Mexico). 

Mr. Hurley (Texas) stated that the Committee on Eesolutions would 
report within an hour. 

Mr. BoGEBS (Texas). I would like to tell the Convention what I know 
about cheese-making in Texas. Gentlemen, I own in Texas the only 
cheese factory, in any Southern State. I have been working at this 
thing for the last eighteen months, and I have come to the conclusion 
that cheese can be made cheaper in Texas than anywhere else in the 
United States. The fact is the feed resources are greater in Texas than 
they ate anywhere else in the country; there are many forage plants 
here from which we can obtain two crops a year, and we do not have 
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to feed against the thermometer as you people do up North. T wish tc^ 
state too that the climatic conditions of Texas are adapted to cheeso. ^ 
making. We can make a cheese here that we can carry through th^^ 
entire summer. We can make a cheese that can be shipped acro^^ 
the ocean, and I predict that in the very near future the cheese indu^^ 
try — the dairy industry — will be one of the leading industries in Texas. 
I merely state this because of the fact that I am a very modest man, 
and have not hitherto said much about this cheese-making, and sodqo 
people do not know that there is a cheese factory in Texas 5 but in the 
near future we will have them scattered all over the State until, as I 
have said, the industry shall become one of the leading ones in Texas. 

Mr. MoDiARMiD (Missouri). What is the wholesale price of cheese 
at the factory in Texas ? 

Mr. EoGERS. We sell cheese at 12 J cents. 

Mr. McDiARMiD. We can beat you in Missouri; we can sell it at 8 
cents, showing that our clover is ahead of your blue grass. 

Mr. EoGEBS. You sell it at 8 cents because you have to. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MoDiABMiD. Is the cheese that we get here at the hotel a sam- 
ple of Texas cheese ? [Laughter.] 

Mr. RoaEBS. Ko, sir ; that comes from Missouri. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RoGEBS. The Committee on Plearo-Pneumonia, Splenic and 
Texas Fever is ready to report. 

The Chair requested Mr. Paquin, chairman of the committee, to como 
upon the stage and read the report. 

Mr. Paquin (Missouri). I have the resolutions as they were adopted 
by our committee, and if they can be read in this informal manner that 
will be as good as a report. 

Mr. Paquin read the resolutions as follows : 

Whereas the cattle shipped from Canadian ports are given the freedom of the 
British Empire immediately upon landing, whereby $16 to (20 per head is realized 
above the amonnt realized for cattle of the same qnality shipped from ports of tbe 
United States; and 

Whereas the cattle shipped from ports of the United States are slaughtered im- 
mediately upon landing in Great Britain, solely on the plea that contagions pleuro- 
pneumonia exists in our country ; and 

Whereas this exceedingly abnormal condition of things is one of the greatest, if 
not the greatest of the causes of depression in the cattle market ; and 

Whereas it appears by recent information received from the Department of Agri- 
culture that contagious pleuro-pneumonia exists only in two counties of Kew York 
and one county of New Jersey, and nowhere else in the United States ; therefore 

Be it resolved f That the Secretary of Agriculture be requested to instruct the Chief 
of the Bureau of Animal Industry to stamp out that disease in the said three connties 
by slaughtering all the diseased and exposed cattle within the next six months, 
thereby giving our Government grounds upon which to demand that fbroign re- 
strictions bo removed. 

Whereas the Secretary of Agriculture, by recent proclamation, has established a 
new fever-line, which, according to the opinion af many stockmen, seems to schedule 
territory not infected ; and 

Whereas it is desirable for the best interests of the country that a line as safe, as 
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true, and as jast as possible, and based on actual knowledge of the dangerous groundSi 
>e established; and 

"Whereas it is of the utmost importanco that every interested State and Territory in 
be Union adopt one and the same line, in order to avoid the too heavy burden that 
a^reral different lines impose upon shippers ; therefore 

^e it r€8o1v€df That the cattlemen assembled in convention at Fort Worth, Tex., 
Bcommend to the Secretary of Agriculture that the entire subject of locating a fever- 
ine be carefully and fully investigated by experiments on the grounds. 

JSe it further resolved, That this Convention recommend that the inspection of cattle 
srith reference to so-called Texas fever bo controlled by the national Government, 
IxTongh the Department of Agriculture. 

liVliereas the stock interests of the States engaged in handling and shipping cattle 
vill be mutually benefited by the suppresion and eradication of all cattle diseases of 
kn infectious or contagious nature ; and 

Whereas it is the duty of each State engaged in breeding and shipping cattle 
:o protect the interests of its own stockmen by removing any suspicion of disease ; 
md 

Whereas the State of Texas has neither a State Veterinarian nor laws providing 
for the inspection of cattle or the suppression of diseases ; and 

Whereas lack of such legislation is detrimental to the interests of the stockmen of 
Xexasand of States to which Texas cattle are shipped ; therefore 

Be it resolved, That this Convention recommend and request the legislature of Texas 
at its next session to make provision for the appointment of a State Veterinarian, 
with a corps of assistants, whoso duty it shall be to inspect all live-stock brought into 
tlie State ; iand that statutory provision be made for stamping out any infectious or 
oontagious disease found to exist in the State. 

Mr. MoDiARMiD (Missouri). I move that the resolution first read be 
acted upon separately. The others belong more particularly to Texas, 
l)nt the first is of national importance. 

The Ohaieman. Is there a motion to adopt the first resolution ? 

Upon request, the resolution referred to was again read. 

The Chairman. How will you dispose of that resolution ? 

It was moved that the resolution in question be adopted. The mo- 
tion was seconded and carried. 

By request of the Chair, Mr. Paquin again read the second of the 
three resolutions reported by the committee. 

Mr. McDiARMiD. I have felt a great doubt about the wisdom of 
adopting the latter part of that resolution. You have had the Bureau 
of Animal Industry looking after you here in Texas for years and years. 
In Missouri we are thankful to God that the distinguished gentleman 
who has just read the report of his committee is the servant of the 
State of Missouri, and not of the bureau ; and we hope that the motion 
will be well considered before it is adopted by this Convention, 

Mr. Eector (Texas). I move that the resolution be adopted. It 
seems to me that for us of Texas, at least, that resolution is one that 
we need to pass. It recommends a law and a rule of procedure that we 
want, and that would not be hurtful to the other States of the Union. 
A growing trouble with the cattlemen in Texas has come from the 
various inspection laws of the different States. Some of these have 
"been fair, others not exactly so ; and taken all together they have con- 
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stituted a varied set of rules, difficult for tbe cattleman to understaiXfi 
when starting northward from Texas with his stock. Crossing the 
boundary lines of the several States, he has found Illinois with one se^ 
of inspection rules, Missouri with another, Colorado, Wyoming, and 
other States and Territories each with a set of her own. Now, it may 
be true, and I believe it is, that many of these rules are more favorable 
to the respective States than is the rule of the deadline established by 
the General Government under the act of May 29, 1884, though some 
of them are certainly not so good. These rules of inspection or sanita- 
tion which the States have the right to adopt are sometimes, we think, 
conceived in a spirit of aiding the local cattle-raisers, though that, of 
course, is never the ostensible reason for their adoption. Congress, as 
the Convention is aware, under the power given to it by the Gonstita- 
tion of the United States to regulate commerce between the States, 
has the exclusive power to pass all laws touching the transportation of 
property from one State to another, but it has always been conceded 
that States, under what is known as the * police power,' have the right \ 
to protect the lives and health of their people, and to the States, as 
matter of law, the right of quarantine and the right of passing inspec- 
tion laws to that end have always been conceded. It seems to me that 
if Congress will, as I think it well may, pass a general law upon this 
subject, not only regulating the commerce between the States, but 
going further, and regulating what the States have heretofore done, 
such action would be good for the industry we represent. Congress 
has the power to cover the whole ground and to establish a fair and 
just set of inspection rules touching and governing the transporta- 
tion of cattle from one State to another, which would be better than 
the present system for us in the Southwest, and not hurtful to you 
gentlemen of the Northwest. I am strongly impressed with the idea 
that the trouble growing out of lack of uniformity in the inspection 
rules of the different States is constantly increasing. We have had 
upon the statute-books of Michigan and other States laws virtually 
prohibiting the transportation of dressed beef from one State to another, 
and upon this one subject laws emanating from a number of States 
have displayed great unanimity, and have been hurtful to us and hurt 
ful to all the cattle-producing States, it seems to me. These laws weie 
based upon the police power of the States, but they all went too far in 
the interest of home residents and against outside interests; they 
hampered the cattle industries of the other States, and every one of them, 
so far as I know, went down whenever a test case was made under that 
provision of the Constitution which gives Congress the power to regulate 
commerce between the States A similar state of affairs is coming to 
pass, if it has not already come to pass, in regard to the State laws 
relative to live-cattle inspection; they arc not uniform. We of the 
Southwest need the legislation recommended in the resolution now 
before us. 
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Mr. Paquin (Missouri). This matter which has been brought before 
our committee is of more interest to the Southern people than to us in 
the North, so far as the uniformity of the line is concerned. The line 
is for the purpose of establishing uniformity in quarantine regulations, 
and the object of the resolution is to place it under the control of the 
United States Government. Today there are three lines on the map, 
' one for New Mexico, one for Montana, Colorado, and Wyoming, and 
the other following the line drawn by the Bureau of Animal Industry. 
While the last-named may be too broad and encircle too large a terri- 
tory, yet, for the sake of uniformity and harmony and for the best inter- 
ests of the Southern people who have to ship from within that line, I 
believe it is best that there should be only one line. I will give you an 
instance: In the State of Missouri there is a penalty of from $1,000 to 
110,000 for transgressing the regulations of the Department of Agri- 
culture concerning that line 5 there is also the penalty prescribed by 
the Department itself. If we had established our own line the people 
of Texas would have been liable to two penalties. I submit, therefore, 
that if all States would agree upon one line, to be settled upon by in- 
vestigation Of actually existing facts, determined by experiments made 
upon the ground, the trouble would end then and there ; we should 
have but one line for all of the Northern States. I believe that to be 
the most harmonious way of settling this diflQculty. With one set of 
ofiKcers, acting for the national Government, we should have less 
trouble than we have with State officers. 

Mr. BuELL (Illinois). The Illinois delega^on is in full accord with 
what was said by Judge Kector, of Texas. We indorse the sentiments 
expressed by that gentleman. It is very clear to us people of Illinois 
bfaat what we want is a common line, and that the Government, as 
Judge Kector says, should draw that line. The Texas people and the 
Northern people will then know what cattle are subject to * quaran- 
tine,^ as they term it, or yarding separately, and we will be saved the 
annoyance we have all had to pass through from Texas to the northern 
part of Illinois. 

The Chairman. Are you ready for the question, which is upon the 
adoption of the resolution ? 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Paquin. The committee also recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution, which was submitted yesterday by Colonel Black, 
of Texas : 

Whereas experiments have been made in Missonri, in Texas, and elsewhere to pre- 
vent by vaccination Texas fever in northern stock shipped south : 

Be it resolvedj That we invite investigators who may be here to fully explain the 
results of such experiments to the Convention. 

It was moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted. The motion 
iras seconded and carried. 
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By direction of the Cbair, Mr. Paquin agaiu read the third of the firs^ 
three resolutions reported by his committee, recommending that provfe. 
ion be made by the legislature of the State of Texas for the appointment 
of a State Veterinarian. 

It was moved that said resolution be adopted. The motion was sec- ' 
ended. A vote was taken, showing a division. 

Mr. EoGERS (Texas). I will address myself first to the Texas delega- j 
tion. Gentlemen, it is a fact that Texas is perhaps the healthiest live- ' 
stock region in the world, and that no infectious disease has ever 
originated among our cattle at home ] neither has any such disease ever 
been Introduced into Texas from abroad which has communicated itself 
to Texas stock. But while these are facts, we must remember that in 
Texas conditions are rapidly changing. A few years ago our cattle 
roamed at will and at large over our entire country, but now their 
ranges are circumscribed ; we have placed a barbed- wire fence aroond 
them, and are feeding them more or less upon dry food, and as certainly 
as we live, gentlemen, these conditions will sooner or later bring aboat 
a necessity for veterinary counsel, veterinary assistance, and veterinary : 
regulations. It is only a question of time, and the time will come. ] 
When this matter was first suggested to my mind I thought that perhaps 
the resolution before this Convention was out of place. Upon second 
thought, however, I concluded that the people here from other States 
have a right to demand of us that we place ourselves in a position to 
establish sanitary regulations. They are handling our stock, and we 
cannot give to our stocky a clean bill of health. You say they are 
healthy, and I admit that they are, but how are we going to i)rove itf 
What authority has Texas to-day for saying that her cattle are healthy t 
We have no scientific authority whatever for saying so, and I claim 
that the people of Missouri, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska^ and Wyoming 
have a right to demand of Texas that she procure for herself such 
authority and enable herself to secure proper sanitary regulations for ! 
her live-stock. [Applause.] Therefore, gentlemen, I appeal to this 
Convention, I appeal especially to the Texas delegation, and I say let 
us ask the legislature of the State of Texas to provide for a veteri- 
nary surgeon, and to provide sanitary laws for the government of our 
live-stock. I sincerely hope that this resolution will be adopted. 

The question upon the adoption of the resolution was again put, and 
the motion was unanimously carried. 

By direction of the Chair, the following communication was read by 
the Secretary : 

Fort Wokth, Tex., March 13, 1890. 

Dear Sir : Herein the Fort Worth Union Stock-yards Company desire through you 
to extend to the delegates of the Interstate Cattlemen's Convention and to the 
Northwest Texas Cattle-Raisers' Association a cordial invitation to partake of 
luncheon and inspect the Fort Worth Union Stock-yards to-day, daring the noott I 
recess. 

The Gulf, Colorado and Santa F^ Kailroad Company have tendered, a vestibula ; 
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train to take the delegates to the stock-yards and retiiru. The train leaves Fourth 
street, fonr blocks east of the Pickwick Hotel, at 12 o'clock, and returns at 1.30 p. m. 
Hoping to see all of the delegates, and all who are interested in the cattle indus- 
try at the Stock yards Exchange Building, I remain, 
Respectfully, 

Jno. C. McCautiiy, 

Vive President and Genei'al Manage^', 
Hon. H. B. Stoddard, President. 

Mr. Elder (Kansas) moved that the CoDventiou accept the invitation 

and acknowledge the same by a vote of thanks. The motion was sec- 
onded and carried. 

Mr. Hadley (New Mexico). The Committee on Commissions for Cat- 
tle Sales is ready to report 

By direction of the Chair, the report of the committee was read as 
follows : 

Your committee appointed to investigate the question of commissions on cattle 
sales, and to whom was referred the correspondence between Hon. J. L. Brush, of 
Colorado, and the Live-stock Exchanges at Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, and 
Omaha, submit the foUowing report : 

We have had a full statement of the facts and figures of the commission business 
from those engaged therein at the several points named, and alter a careful exam- 
ination of all the facts presented we would respectfully recommend the adoption of 
the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas the price fixed by the several live-stock exchanges is 50 cents per head ; 
and 

Whereas there is a great difference in the values of cattle shipped to these several 
markets, which range from $5 to $75 per head, by reason of which a great hardship 
is imposed upon those who ship cheap cattle : Therefore 

Beiolved, That in the opinion of this Convention an adjustment of commissions 
should be made by the live-stock exchanges as follows : The commission to be 1 per 
Qent. upon all cattle sold, pirovided that in no case shall the commission be less than 
95 cents, or more than 50 cents per head. • 

And it is further resolved^ That in the opinion of this Convention no injustice will 
he done to those engaged in the business by the above proposed adjustment of cora- 
Diissions. 

O. A. Hadley, 

Chairman, 

Mr. Hadley. As chairman of that committee, I will state that we jn- 
v^ited the commission- men to come before us last evening, not as repre- 
sentatives of the exchanges, but as delegates to this Convention. Sev- 
eral of them were present, and we had a very full and fair discussion of 
this question. We obtained all the information we could in regard to 
flie business, and I will state that there was no particular difference 
>f opinion between us, and I believe that a majority of the commission- 
Hen are in favor of the percentage system. The only question is as to 
whether they are prepared to adopt or can adopt this plan in their ex- 
changes. I do not say, nor do I wish to be understood as saying, that 
hese gentlemen are willing to reduce their commissions. I have 
ever been able to find a man who was. However, it is very evident 
iat the commission-man, by reducing his expenses, which they 
22709 5 
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state to be possible, can sell these cattle npon this commisslou. Now! 
it is stated in the report that 50 cents is paid by the man who sellsv 
his $5 cow, and that this is hard. It is hard for him to be forced'^ 
to sell the cow for $5, and it is particularly hard for him to lose one-i^ 
tenth of that amount to the commission-man. I will not go into: 
any discussion in regard to the relative expense of selling range cattkn 
and home cattle, but it is very evident from what we learned last night; 
The commission-men were very fair in discussion, and we were very; 
much pleased with the course they took ; and I can say further that 
we have no disposition, and I do not believe that this Convention has' 
any disposition to crowd them down to a mere bare living. Wo do be- 
lieve, however, that there is money in the business, and everybody 
seems anxious to get into it ; but I do not know anybody now who ii; 
making a race to get into the range cattle business. This being thei 
case, gentlemen, we thought it well to make a recommendation of thifl: 
character, the commission never to be reduced below 25 cents, and thej^ 
shipper never to pay more than 50 cents. Whfen the steer brings $56: 
the commission- man will get 50 cents; when it brings $40 he will get 
40 cents, and so on. That, we thought, would be a very fair adjust- 
ment of this whole matter as between the shipper and the commission* 
man. [Applause.] 

It was moved that the report of the committee be adopted. The 
motion was seconded. 

Mr. GuNTER (Texas). I believe that this report and this attack are 
made in the wrong way. I do not believe in the right of this Oonven- . 
tion to dictate to any man engaged in a strictly private business whab * 
he shall charge for his services ] and I believe that the great mistak'd ; 
the commission-men have made, which has caused all the trouble, and ] 
is inimical to the interests of the cattlemen, is in their combining to* j 
gether and fixing an arbitrary regulation governing themselves. In noj 
stock-yard in the United States can you sell an animal for less than 50] 
cents without being expelled and refused permission to do businesaj 
there — if you are found out. This thing, like other things of a private 
nature, will regulate itself. Every one of the suggestions and effortsj 
that have been made before this Convention for the relief of the cattle-, 
men have been to the effect that they should place themselves in the 
same position as that held by the 'Big Four,' the commission-meD, 
and the railroad men. I have not heard from my stand-point, and I do 
not believe that any delegate has heard, the cause of the evils which 
afflict the cattlemen suggested here upon this floor. [Applause.] It 
has been stated here that every industry in this country except the 
cattle industry is prosperous. That is a mistake. We are wealthy and 
prosperous and grand compared with the raisers of corn and wheat and 
oats and rye and barley in the Western States. [Applause.] 1 

We have been told about refrigerators in this country; we have been I 
asked to advise the farmer and the stock-raiser to put their money into J 
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refrigerators in the Western States, away from tlie centers that have 
been built up by the combined efforts of the railroads and the country 
at large. I would not to-day advise any man in the western portion of 
the United States — in that portion of our country which produces the raw 
material — to put one dollar into anything that has to be transported by 
a railroad. Do not the freight rates show that the effort of every rail- 
road in the Uoited States is to concentrate the cattle at Chicago *? E very- 
tbing that is used by the consumer west of the Mississippi Kiver is 
transported in the shape of raw material a distance of 1,000 miles and 
brought back a distance of 2,000 miles to make business for the rail- 
roads, every one of which is working to depress the Western country 
and to make its inhabitants i)roducers of raw material for the benefit of 
Eastern manufacturers. Taking all the money that you want, and taking 
it without interest, you cannot get cattle into Fort Worth from a dis- 
tance of 60 miles to be handled here. It is so too with everything 
[, that the farmer uses in this country. Take, for instance, a Cassidy 
plow. It takes 300 bushels of corn, delivered at a railroad station in 
Texas, to buy a Cassidy plow, and it takes about 5 bushels to buy a 
hoe handle. The price of a Cassidy plow — the difference between the 
|16 it costs to make it and the $60 it costs to buy it — is made up of a 
patent and the railroad freights. 

The combination orders that any man who sells an animal for less 

than 50 cents shall be expelled from the business ; it can be done, and 

done at a profit, but the combination will not permit it. In Texas there 

is no competition in the railroad rates, and has not been for the last 

ten years, but nevertheless you have to pay $10 to get a steer from 

. here to Chicago, which is taken from Chicago to New York for $1.50, 

and very often, according to the testimony before the Senate commit- 

|. tee, with a rebate of about one-third that amount. [Applause.] In my 

opinion, the only remedy open to any producer in the United. States, 

|: whether he be a producer of corn, cotton, or anything else, is for the 

several State governments to regulate these local freights. You may 

put all the deep water that you want on the coast of Texas, and yet be 

onable to get a bale of cotton there. Colonel Kopes stated yesterday 

thskt the rate from Corpus Christi to Galveston was $1, but that 30 or 

40 miles above Corpus Christi, and so much nearer Galveston, the freight 

was. $3. New Orleans has deep water, procured six or seven years ago, 

and it is not so large to-day as it was the day Eads got 25 feet of water 

at the mouth of the Mississippi. There should be the greatest coffee 

market on this continent, certainly the greatest in the United States ; 

but a man 100 miles from Kew Orleans has to go to New York to buy 

his coffee. Why *? Because the railroads force the distribution of coffee 

away from New Orleans. 

At this point the Chair called Mr. Gunter's attention to the fact that 
nnder the rule limiting speeches to five minutes his time had expired. 
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Many delegates requested tliat he be allowed to proceed, and it wf 
moved tbat his time be extended. Mr. Gunter continued as follow^s 

I have but a few more words to say. The attempt to fasten upon th* 
commission-men an idea of what they ought to charge for their service^ 
is wrong, just as they are wrong — dead wrong — when they combine 
together and say that no man shall sell cattle for less than 50 cents pel 
head, thus putting themselves in line with all the corporations that art 
oppressing us and our industry. Just competition in selling should \h 
allowed, and would enable us to get reasonable rates. 1 do not wish U, 
apply that principle to railroads alone, because I believe that they an 
the proper subjects of State and national legislation. 

Mr. BuENS (Texas). I have remained silent so far. I must confer 
that I can not understand the argument of the gentleman who hai 
just taken his seat. In the first place*, he seems to be opposed to th 
resolution before us, and appears to believe that this Convention should 
not interfere with any combination, at least not with that of the cod 
mission-men. Now if it is a fact that the commission men have formed 
a combination, and have agreed upon a certain price and staud by iy 
then surely they ought to be reached in some way. We might read 
them by putting up commission houses of our own. [Applause.] Ba 
the gentleman says that he would not advise any one in all this wester 
country to put one dollar into such an enterprise. 

Mr. Gunter. No ; I said I would not advise any one to put a dolW 
into refrigerating houses in the interior of this country until the rail 
roads were regulated. 

Mr. Burns. Now I want to say that this Convention ought to adoi 
some plan for reaching those commission-men, either by building 8 
commission houses of their own and sending men to them to sell the 
stock, or \>y some other means that would be effective. If the s 
men put their money into a commission house, they would have an, 
to do just as they pleased about it. I wish to say also that I am 
favor of having enough slaughter-houses and refrigerators to ship 
the beef of this country that is owned or controlled by the beef-raiscj 
of Texas and the Northwest. I believe that to be the only plan 
which the stockmen of the country can be relieved from the present 
pression, and to bring that plan into operation, gentlemen, willreqoi 
money. We are frequently told that desperate cases require despe 
remedies, and again that when you fight the Devil you must fight 
with fire. If, then, it is the money power, the power of great corj 
tions, that is oppressing us and is grinding down the stock interest 
this country in common with all other interests, why, gentlemen, if 
will only combine and organize and put your stock in slanghterho 
I believe that the evil can be remedied. 

The question was put, and the motion to adopt the report of the 
mittee was carried. 
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Mr. Elder (Kansas). I think, sir, that an amendment could be made 

the resolution that would be satisfactory to this Convention. 

The Chairman. The motion to adopt was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Brown (Texas). I move that the vote by which that resolution 
was passed be reconsidered. I voted in the affirmative. 

The motion was seconded. A vote was taken, showing a division. 

A call of tlie roll by States and Territories was demanded. 
. The Secretary called the roll accordingly, and announced the result 
of the vote as follows: ayes, 176; noes, 214. The motion to reconsider 
was declared to be lost. 

Mr. Taylor (New Mexico). Mr. Chairman, your Committee on 
jfransportation is ready to report. I will ask the Chair to allow me to 
wad this report, which was written very hastily. 
By direction of the Chair, Mr. Taylor read the report as follows: 

n^irman Interstate Cattlemen^a Convention : 

\ Your Committee on Transportation oflfers the foUowing report : 

i Recognizing the fact that the cattle- raising industry owes much of its success to the 
p'onderfol extension of the various railroad systems, and that there is a close reci- 
|itocity of interests between the herd owners and the railroads, still we feel it our 
luty to ask for what is right and just and for what will prove a mutual blessing. 
1 Your committee desires, first, to commend the use of improved cars for the carry- 
kig of all kinds of live-stock, and thinks that stockmen generally should insist upon 
^le use of the best cars, those having the b^nefit of air brakes, patent couplings, fecd- 
Istg and watering facilities, etc. Especially are these necessary in the long hauls 
Ehfom the Southern breeding grounds to the Northern fattening ranges and in the long 
baals from the Western ranges to the market centers. When we consider that in con- 
||Bqnence of the use of these cars the saving in the matter of damage claims payable 
i^ the roads amounts to a large share of the mileage paid for them, it will be seen 
msA in demanding their use we are working no hardship upon the roads. 
^'Jhere should be a material difference in the prices per car-load for the movement of 
}k cattle and beef steers. Stock cattle being moved from one range to another are 
ible to many contingencies before final shipment to market, and the rates for these 
mid be placed at the minimum. In making rates for the movement of feeders from 
South and West the lay-off of six months now generally allowed on the freight 
itracts should be extended to twelve months in order that the cattle may be fully 
med before marketing. The one fatal factor in our cattle markets to-day is the 
jnce of so many lean kine, many of them forced by the fact of the lay-over allow- 
in the shipping contract having expired, 
'In comparing rates on live cattle from Western and Southern points to the Missouri 
Irer and thence to the Atlantic sea-board we find that the rates in the South and 
Teat are generally about three times as high as they are from the river east. Wo 
terstand that there should be a higher rate in the West on account of the shortage 
local traffic, but we submit that an advance of 100 per cent, on the Eastern rates 
lid seem to be safficient. 
In the handling of live-stock the matter of rapid transit is a question of paramount 
iportance, and we cannot too strongly urge an increase of speed on all live-stock 
lins. 
^Tour committee believes that the railroiid that has come to the front in the raattcv 
'reducing the rates on live-stock shipments is the road that the cattlemen should 
[6 an effort to x>atronizc, thus showing that we appreciate what its managers have 
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done, and by angmenting tbeir trade making it possible for tbem to continoe the 2oi 
rates. This same support shoold be extended to the roads that are pioneers in the 
matter of giving shippers the use of the improved stock cars without additional cost. 

H. M. Taylor, Chairman. 

J. G. Meek, Nebraska. 

A. Leonard, Missouri. 

J. C. Loving, Texas, 

£. M. Hewins, Kansas. 

Mr. Mercer (Wyoming) moved that the foregoing report be adopted. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Bbagkenbidge (Texas). I was appointed by the governor of 
this State as one of the delegates to this Convention, and 1 have been 
appointed by the Chair upon a committee which is to meet at 12 o'clock 
to-day — the Committee on Eefrigerators. I should like to be granted 
the privilege of stating certain ideas which are embodied in a paper I 
have here and would be pleased to read, and ask that the Convention 
will indulge me for fifteen minutes. I have no ax to grind, and nothing 
at heart except the stock interests of Texas and the States and Territo- 
ries adjoining us on the northwest. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) moved that the five minutes' rule be suspended. 
Carried. 

Mr. Brackenridge spoke as follows : 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention, I am not in the 
habit of speaking much, and if left to myself, without preparation, I 
should probably ramble. Therefore I have prepared and have put upon 
paper the thoughts which have come to me while at home listening to 
ray cattle and sheep. I was bom in Indiana and was raised npon a 
farm. As a boy I followed the plow. I have been a citizen of Texw 
for thirty-six years. I passed through the unpleasantness, coming oatj 
ruined in health and as to property, and entered the banking basioess^ 
in which I have now been engaged for twenty-two years in western; 
Texas. I think the Western men will say that I was one *of the fin* 
bankers who ever went to the assistance of the stockman and indncel 
him to drive and to take his stock to market. I have been in the 8toeiE 
business myself, and own stock now ; I am a feeder as well as a banket 

In reviewing the stock Interests and business I find that the lifeoJ 
the stockman, from the days of Abel — the first to die in his vocation-^ 
the first to die of the human race — down to the present age, has been 
attended with risk, labor, and anxiety. Pastoral life has been clondei 
with troubles, and the fortunes of those who followed it have been 
varied as the hills and mountains over which their herds have roai 
and as uncertain as the wind that sweeps the plains and valleys ai 
hilltops where they graze. 

The shepherds may have guarded their flocks by night; in their idl 
ness, while their flocks fed or slept,* they may have watched the 
and planets, and handed down from one to the other their observati< 
on the courses of the heavenly bodies; in their crude way, with 
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and thoughts rambling and straying upward, the humble keepers of 
sheep on the Chaldean plains may have laid the basis for the grand and 
elevating science of astronomy ; but their thoughts thus straying and 
straggling were only pastime thoughts. Their interests, their comfort, . 
and support were with their herds. 

From the beginning the herd has been endangered by disease. That ' 
which brings death to the ilock and ruin to shepherd and herdsman 
Inrks in the air, in the water, and in the green herbage on which they * 
feed. 

The weaker and less ferocious animals, that become the companions 
and supporters of man, and are domesticated as a part of his household, 
are a prey to the ferocity of beasts that prowl on their track. They 
are a prey to enemies on the wing. The gadfly that lays her eggs 
beneath the skin, the fly that lays the germ that develops into the 
jBorewfly, are more terrific than the eagle that sweeps from the clouds, 
lifts the lamb in his talons, and soars with the struggling victim to his 
eyrie. Disease, ferocious animals, and even insignificant insects are 
the natural enemies of our herds. 

The herdsman — the shepherd — has other agencies to combat, but these 
named would be sufficient ; and they ordinarily call forth all his powers 
of invention, observation, and discovery in combatting them success- 
My. 

. The worst enemy that the herdsman and the shepherd meets is not the 
^prowling, sneaking cayote; not the maverick hunter that seeks for the 
:fDbranded ofltspriug of his long-ago purchase ; not the foul buzzard that 
"watches the birth of the puny lamb ; not the insignificant, gaudy mite of 
tjhe insect world. What, then, is a worse enemy to those who are fol- 
lowing pastoral pursuits than disease, poison, beasts of prey, and insidi- 
5ou8 and gaudy parasite-breeders, whose offspring feed on the vitals of 
|tteir flocks f I will tell you. The greatest enemy that bars the way to 
Ndccessful and profitable development is civilized opposition, that limits 
tte pasturage, burdened With taxation by legislation, both State and 
national, and permits the extortion and injustice of those who claim to 
iHi the common agents of the people, the common carriers of the coun- 
ty, with their vast possessions, franchises, and controlling influences, 
^rtly acquired as a free gift from the very people whom they oppress. 

But the illiberal Government and the common carriers are not the sole 
^pressors of the stockman. These, if we would weigh their demands 
tod absolute exactions, take the hide and horns, the hoofs and the tal- 
ow, while those demanding commissions take the profits of the peace- 
qI sheep-raiser or the bold, daring cowboy, and leave only the lore of 
UBtronomical studies to the one, and the lasso, the saddle, and the pony 
the other for the long year of toil and hardship. When I say com- 
oissions, I do not mean merely the gain to the men to whom we consign 
} shipping. I mean the gains of all middlemen who stand between 
|6 pit)dacer and the cousiimer. All of these, in the line of their bus- 
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iness, must and will have a living in their vocation, and a surplc 
besides to lay away to form a part of the gains of life for future suj 
port for themselves, or to hand down perhaps to an idle and luxurious] 
pampered olfspring. These middle-men look not, I may say general} 
care not, whether the transactions leave a profit or entail a loss on tb 
producer. Profit for themselves is the cardinal principle that underlies 
their transactions. To secure profit for self they cut down the pro- 
ducer's price. He is miles and miles away from home — from his base of 
supplies. The market is in a turmoil and the producer is panic-strickeo, 
fearing falls in prices from influences that he neither understands nor 
can control. He is unable to hold on and feed. And if he were, what 
does he know of the secret agencies controlling the stock market f He 
becomes uncertain, wavering, and finally panic-stricken, and is a victim 
to the sharper as powerless as the new-born lamb of his flock against 
the hungry Mexican buzzards that have spied it from their lofty soarings, 
and swoop down to devour it in its helplessness, voracious, selfish, un- 
pitying, merciless. The producer, or he who deals directly with the 
producer, is forced in such an uncertainty as to expense, or in a panic, 
to accept the offer of the day. And when the footings are made of profit 
and loss how many find themselves losers — ^not alone losers, but ruined? 

In speculations in the market for beef stock it always happens that 
the producer is the suiferer. The middle-men can easy handle the 
producer 5 hence he is the victim. Prices with the consumer maybe 
steady, but the producer is played with, and the prices to him are 
raised' or lowered to suit the middle-man's interest. The producer can 
be forced to sell, but no one can force the consumer to buy. The middle- 
men may by collusion run down the prices so as to absolutely ruin the 
producer, and then helplessness and hopelessness in the face of long- 
continued combinations may force him to sell; but they cannot ever 
thus hold in their power and terrorize consumers. Hence they play on 
the less powerful victims, the unfortunate producer, or those who have 
dealt with him as agents — for on their success depends the success of 
the direct and active stock-raiser. 

This condition of affairs is, in my humble opinion, a natural sequence 
growing out of the abnormal centralization of the cattle market, for 
which, while the stockmen are not directly responsible, they are at least 
culpable for not having sooner noticed and sooner suppressed it. 

We see every day cattle shipped to market or sent at heavy expense 
on foot and returned over the same route as dressed meat. If it be not 
a fact that the identical carcasses are sent back, we know there i^ 
nothing better returned to our markets as dressed meat from refrigerar 
tors. For stock- raisers to longer tolerate this would be as senseless f^ 
for coal men to permit the produce of the coal-fields of.tlste United States 
to be shipped to St. Paul, in Minnesota, there to be screened, assorted i 
and distributed to the consumers throughout the United States. I^ 
sayiug this much, I do not wish it understood that I am in sympatli5 
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with those who make war on the Armours, Swift, Morris, and otherp 
who control canning; and dressed meat establishments. These men are 
benefactors, deserving all profits they have realized from their experi- 
ments, their skill, and their enterprise. They have demonstrated to a 
certainty that meat can be refrigerated and shipped without injuring 
its quality, that on the contrary refrigeration improves its quality ; and 
the business is remunerative, lessening the expense of marketing. This 
much I say for the mere facts established as to the experiment. But 
the control of the market by middle-men, and the consumption of the 
same meats thus handled and manipulated by the people who live with 
the producers, is what I condemn. I approve of the experiments and 
their success, but that our beeves should be thus transformed in for- 
eign manufactories, and find place among our home consumers, is a 
thing I decry, and agaiust which I raise my voice and will seek for a 
less ruinous policy. ISuch goods could never be offered in our market 
at prices to compete with our home butchers, except at the sacrifice, 
yes, even ruin of producers whose stock has gone through manufactur- 
ing establishments, or at least the ruin of the unfortunates who have 
dealt with producers, and have fallen victims to the rise and fall of the 
foreign markets. 

Let us consider some facts bearing on the question of stock-raising in 
Texas and see if we can find any complete or even partial remedy for 
some of the difQculties and embarrassments under which stockmen 
labor, and by which they are at present oppressed. The population of 
the United States is assumed, in round numbers, as reaching, say, 
60,000,000. Its area, including all its possessions excepting Alaska, is 
3,026,504 square miles. Texas alone embraces 264,000 square miles, 
which is about one-fourteenth of the entire territory of the Union, with 
a population of 2,000,000. According to the best information that we 
can gather, there are 49,000,000 of cattle in the United States. Accord- 
ing to reports of assessors for the year 1889, we have 7,260,000 head of 
cattle in Texas. It will be seen from these data that we have one- 
thirtieth of the population residing on one-fourteenth of the territory of 
the Union, and owning one-seventh of all the cattle in the United States 
of North America. 

Shall Texas, with this vast interest, have but one market for her cat- 
tle ? Some may say that she has four markets — Chicago, St. Louis, 
Omaha, and Kansas Cit3\ I insist, however, and repeat she has now, 
in fact, but one market. The last three named are but branches of the 
'Chicago Big Four.' The world is deceived by the division of markets 
among places so far apart as the cities named. The same parties that 
constitute the *Big Four' operate in all the cities, and while you are in 
either place you are acting with the same identical combination. If 
this were not a reality now, in these days of combinations that crush 
tte producer it would not be long before the consolidation would exist 
*nd the combination be formed, so much to the advantage of the con- 
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solid ationist, looking first to self-aggrandizement, and then to nothing. 
I repeat we have but one market, and necessarily, to save ourselves, 
we must look for another. If we cannot find a new market, there is 
but one way to solve the problem, oppressed and embarrassed as we are 
by the rule and tyranny of the selfish despots that are not alone crip- 
pling one of our main industries, but absolutely killing it by their 
treacherous, greedy, voracious, vampire monopoly. We must create a 
new market for our cattle. In this lies the solution of the question and 
the freedom, in a measure, of our stockmen from at least some of their 
embarrassments. 

I ask your indulgence while I state briefly the result of my long and 
careful study on the proposition, formulated as a plan. To argue the 
details in extenso would consume more time than I will take up, believ- 
ing that every one here present will see the feasibility of the plan pro- 
posed. We are dll desirous of having deep-water harbors on onr 
coast. Had we such harbors the problem would be solved by inducing 
foreign capital to do what I now suggest that home capital, managed 
with the energy and native vigor that we surely possess, shall accom- 
plish. I. propose that we organize and establish one refrigerating 
slaughter-house in Texas. Let us unite all our energies and abilities in 
the one work, and we will be able to make a beginning which in the 
end will lead to success and prosperity to all concerned, and chiefly will 
afford relief to our stockmen. I would select Aransas City or Eock- 
port as being the most accessible port to the largest number of counties 
that are most distant from markets. 

We now have fifty-three counties in southwestern Texas, with 
2,500,000 cattle, 3,000,000 sheep, and 600,000 goats. With this stock 
these counties could furnish for slaughter every day for three hundred 
days in each year 600 beeves, 600 muttons, and 100 goats. These car- 
casses frozen can be shipped in refrigerator vessels to the markets of 
Europe. The withdrawal of this large amount of slaughtered animals 
from Chicago and the other markets in that region would be vastly 
beneficial to other sections of our State more accessible to those locali- 
ties, the depletion of such markets to the extent named to supply our 
own slaughter-house acting as a corresponding aid to our cattlemen 
contiguous to the North. 

Our slaugbter-house should be managed on the cooperative system, 
in order to guard against a monopoly such as now exists in Chicago, 
ramified into Omaha, Kansas City, and St. Louis. 

After careful estimate as to the cost of the establishment I think it 
could be put in operation with $500,000 cash paid-up stock and an ad- 
ditional subscribed stock of $500,000. Every farmer who owns a milk 
cow should be allowed to take one or more shares of stock at $10 pei 
share, and every herder or brand in southwest Texas should take stocl 
transferable with the brand, payment to be secured by lien on th 
cattle. 
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I am assured that men of undoubted responsibility and means will un- 
dertake to build and put in operation a refrigerating establishment with 
ample storage capacity to freeze 500 carcasses of beeves, 300 muttons, 
and 100 goats each day, and to keep storage ^oom for 6,000 beeves frozen 
for ten days, for the sum of $300,000, with duplicate machinery on hand 
for all purposes; and besides this the parties referred to and in my mind 
will take $50,000 of stock in the company. The land for such an estab- 
lishment, say 10,000 acres, the slaughter pens and houses, the drying 
apparatus, and machinery necessary for taking care of the offal, blood, 
hoofs, hides, horns, and bones would cost, say, $150,000. With such a 
man as Charles Fowler, of Galveston, interested, with his extensive ex- 
perience in shipping, to visit Cuba, New York, England, etc., we would 
have no trouble in contracting for the sale of all the beef, mutton^ and 
goats we could furnish to vessels at the wharf at Aransas Pass. 
Inspection and sale could be made at the refrigerating establishments. 
When we have thus commenced the work and organized the system 
other establishments could be opened at any of our ports. The advan- 
; tage of having the establishment by the sea is that when we start the 
cattle from their range they start with their heads to the market. 

There is no section of the fifty-three counties from which the stock 
. cannot be driven on foot to Rockport in from one to ten days. When 
we start to market we want to turn the tails of our cattle to the * dead- 
Hne;' we can in the manner suggested find profitable sale without 
crossing or hazarding to cross that barrier. We are now injuring the 
stockman of the West without any corresponding benefit to ourselves. 
; Many of those who engaged in the stock business have bankrupted 
themselves and embarrassed their creditors, while others are on the 
tcrge of financial ruin, which will slowly but surely come if they rely 
upon the future improvement of prices in Chicago for relief. 

By adopting the ideas I have suggested, which are in line with the 
resolution offered, we relieve the Chicago market of a large part of the 
Bnrplns stock that gathers there, affording the monopolists opportunity 
to carry on their oppressive system by taking advantage of the absolute 
necessity of drivers to sell. We would also improve the chance for a 
better price to those who ship to that point. 

I would be willing to start this enterprise at Fort Worth. I well 

know that here in this bustling, active city there is energy and pluck, 

as well as capital that seeks investment. But an establishment here 

would not relieve the Southwest unless it could be arranged with the 

Wilroads to haul the cattle at a fair price, and it would then require 

^ two hauls — first, the transportation of the live-stock, and, second, there- 

[Ingerated carcasses; whereas at Eockport it would require only one 

^ drive, at a cost, say, from 20 to 50 cents per head, or a haul which, from 

fflj' experience, the railroads would be apt to make impossible by 

leason of exorbitant rate. To illustrate : From Austin we shipped a . 

uarof ice to Corpus Christi in a lime-car, upon which was paid $80 
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freight. The same parties in Corpus Cliristi ordered a car of ice from 
Quiucy, 111., shipped in a refrigerator, for which they charged $5 
more than for a lime-car, 800 miles to Austin, right by our factory and 
over the same road that oui* car traveled 230 miles to Kockport, and 
charged them only $60. The railroads now charge us to St. Louis $95 
on a car of cattle; but by the same rule, adding one-third, we would 
have to pay $126 to Fort Worth. 

In this connection I will say that in Austin we have a wholesale fruit 
and vegetable dealer. Last summer I requested him to order apples 
from northeast Texas, as I thought apples from that section superior to 
the Missouri crop. The dealer plainly informed me that he could not 
afford to ship apples from northeast Texas, because the railroads charged 
him 65 cents per 100 from Paris, in Lamar County, and only 55 cents per 
100 from St. Louis. Injustice to the railroads, I will say that one of the 
officials informed me that they were forced by the interstate commerce 
law to discriminate against local freight, and that the losses sustained 
on hauls under the law they were compelled to make good and equalize 
on local freight in the State. This official may have been merely invent- 
ing an excuse for the apparent inconsistency and injustice — I am not 
certain on that point, and the statement of the official may be received 
with many grains of allowance — but I do know that at Corpus Christi 
the people were forced to order ice from Hannibal, Mo., or from Quincy 
111., although, everything being equal, they preferred the ice from Aus- 
tin factories. They were forced to order from these distant points be- 
cause the freight on the car-load from a point 800 miles more remote 
was cheaper than that from Austin — this, too, on the same line of road 
now ready for operation at Fort Worth, Dallas, Coleman, etc. 

But I have digressed. The refrigerating establishment at Aransas 
Pass would give us two grand markets, increase the profits and quiet the 
fears of the stockmen of Colorado, Kansas, and Missouri — I may say of 
the whole West. The dreaded 'dead-line' would be moved further 
South, and eventually obliterated. We would have no panics about 
pleuropneumonia and Spanish fever; and friendly, even brotherly 
feelings and relations would again prevail in the business in which 
we have common interests, without clashing and rivaling. The war be- 
ing over, we could shake hands over the dead-line, and the stockmen of 
the Southwest, now virtually sitting despondent and disheartened in 
sackcloth and ashes, would again assume their independence and man- 
hood; the cowboy would again rattle his spurs with all the pride of a 
knight of old; all at interest would be invigorated in their noted man- 
hood, distinguished for bravery, confidence, and liberality, faithful and 
trusty as citizens, and strong in their fidelity as friends. 

A delegate stated that the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railroad 
Company would like to know by 12 o'clock how many of the delegates 
would join the excursion to Galveston ; the fare for the round trip 
would be $10.10. 
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Mr. Hurley (Texas) stated that the managers of the Brazos enterprise 
invited the delegates who wished to visit the mouth of the Brazos to do 
so free of expense. [Applause.] 

On motion, the Convention took a recess, until 2 o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order by the Chair at 2 ii. m. 

The Chairman. The first business in order is the report of the Com- 
mittee on Besolutiot^s. 

Mr. Gliok (Kansas). As chairman of the Committee on Eesolutions 
I desire to say that the committee has prepared for submission to your 
body a series of resolutions. Part of these are the resolutions particu- 
larly connected with the cattle business, for which this Convention was 
called, and there are also some other resolutions connected with other 
matters, but referred to the committee, which has conceived it to be its 
duty to report them back with certain recommendations. J. can say for 
the committee that its members all regretted the necessity of keeping 
the Convention waiting so long a time for the result of their delibera- 
tions; but when you recollect the number of States and Territories rep- 
resented, the diverse interests that have had to be talked over, explained, 
and their differences harmonized and conciliated, we think you will 
pardon us for delaying you as we did. 

Mr. Click proceeded to read the report of the Committee on Kesolu- 
tious, as follows : 

Hon. H. B. Stoddard, 

President of the Interstate Cattlemen's Convention : 

Your committee on rosolntious begs leave to submit the following report: 
Whereas the governors of several States and Territories of the United States have 
appointed delegates to meet in convention on the 11th day of March, 1890, at the city 
of Fort Worth, in the State of Texas ; and 

Whereas pursuant to a call the delegates duly appointed as aforesaid have met in 
convention for the purpose of considering and investigating the causes from which has 
resulted the present depressed condition of the live-stock industry of the United 
States; and 

Whereas this Convention, after a careful investigation and consideration of the 
matter, is of the opinion that such depressed condition does exist, and that the causes 
therefor are not mainly attributable to overproduction, but are principally due to the 
manipulation and combination of certain parties having control of the market, who 
fix not only the price to be paid to the producer, but also that which shall be paid by 
the consumer ; and 

Whereas these conclusions of fact are arrived at upon evidence satisfactory to the 
members of the Convention : 

Now, therefore, for the purpose of relieving the live-stock industry of the country. 
Be it resolved. 

First. That this Convention requests of the Congress of the United States the pas- 
sage of laws declaring any and all combinations now existing or hereafter "created, 
the effect of which shall be to so control, manipulate, and govern the prices of the 
products in the hands of their producers and to increase the cost thereof to the con- 
sumers, thereby destroying the freedom of legitimate competition in the open markets 



78 

of the world, aulawfal, aDd panishable by such fiDes and penalties as will make the 
law effective. 

Second. That wo favor the enactment of laws providing for the national inspection 
of cattle, to the end that American meats may find a market in any country in the 
world, with a guaranty of purity and healtUfulness through inspection by Govern- 
ment officials. We also recommend that all legal obstacles to State inspection be 
removed, in order that the same may be had in any State where the same is deemed 
expedient. 

Third. That for the purpose of bringing this matter directly to the attention of 
the people of the several States, in order that they may act directly and independ- 
ently upon it, the governors of States and Territories be urged to lay tho facts re- 
garding the depression of the cattle industry before ttfeir respective legislative 
bodies at their next meetings, and to request of them such action as may be con- 
sidered necessary tc bring about a more healthy condition in this important in- 
dustry. 

Fourth. That it is the sense of this Convention that the weighing of live-stock in 
cars, after the manner employed by several railway companies, is detrimental to tho 
live-stock interests, and that we favor the system of car-load shipments regardless of 
weights, .and recommend that stock-shippers give their business to such railways as 
shall comply with thi.s resolution. 

Fiftli. That, as a further means of relieving the present depressed condition of the 
live-stock industry, we favor a reasonable reduction of the tax; now levied upon oleo- 
margarine. 

Sixth. That the Convention deems the amount of the circulating medium too small 
for the ordinary and profitable transaction of the business of the country; and to the 
end that this deficiency may be in part remedied, we urge upon Congress the pa.88age 
of a law providing for the free and unlimited coinage of silver, and the making of the 
same a legal tender for all debts. 

Seventh. That the free interchange of the produce and commodities of the West 
with the Republic of Mexico would be of great commercial benefit to both countries, 
and of special advantage to the western section of the United States. We therefore 
urge upon the treaty-making powers of the United States the advisability of making, 
if possible, a reciprocity treaty with the other Republic, securing free and untram- 
meled commercial intercourse bet ween the two nations. 

Mr. Rector (Texas) moved that so much of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions as had been read be received, and that the first four 
sections thereof be read, section by section, and adopted or rejected. 

It was moved that the entire report be taken up by sections seriatim. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Glick again read the section of the report numbered First, and 
on motion the resolution therein embodied was adopted. 

Mr. Glick again read the section of the report numbered Second. 

Mr. Rector (Texas). I move as a substitute that we adopt that part 
of the resolution having reference to Government inspection, and that 
the part relating to State inspection be omitted. 

Mr. Elder (Kansas). It seems to me that the report of the committee 
is largely a compromise between the different sentiments that exist in 
this Convention. The people of the North are suffering hardship and 
injury by reason of the way in which meat is distributed from Chicago; 
local markets are wiped out of existence, and we have to pay the freight 
back to the consumer. Now, sir, I do not think that the provision made 
by the resolution, if enacted into law in the form of local inspections in 
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certain localities, will injure any raan in the Southwest in the matter of 
selling his meat. We in Kansas are very tenacions as to that sort of 
provision. We want protection. If the Congress of the United States 
will remove the restrictions upon the States, some of them will un- 
doubtedly pass laws for local inspection. 

Mr. Eector. In a small way we had that same question up before 
the Convention, and determined, as I understood the vote, that we 
were in favor of a general United States inspection law. Now the 
States have had, under the police regulations, the power to pass in- 
spection laws all along, and that is just what we are trying to get away 
from, because, under cover of inspection laws, they have already shown 
a disposition to trench upon the power of Congress to regulate inter- 
state commerce ; in other words, to trammel the passage of cattle and 
meats from one State to another. This disposition has time and time 
again been embodied by some of the States in their legislative enact- 
ments. Instead of enlarging the powers of the States in that regard^ 
instead of recommending that Congress grant the States a wider dis- 
cretion therein, we want to curtail the power they already assume. 
As has been said before this Convention, it is well known that a num- 
ber of States, including Michigan, have passed laws aigainst the impor- 
tation of dressed beef which had not been inspected on foot within a 
certain number of hours before it was offered for sale, the time being so 
Knaited as to practically exclude the dressed beef altogether. Eecent 
decisions in the United States courts show that these laws were mainly 
actuated by a desire to build up the home industry to the detriment 
and exclusion of the industries of other States ; and one after another 
0^ those laws have been declared unconstitutional by the courts of the 
United States as soon as brought before them. And when it comes to 
• ^'iJapection laws proper, when live cattle go from one State to another, 
^^ of Texas, at least, are met not by a uniform set of laws, the same in 
■^^nsas, Colorado, Illinois, Missouri, Nebraska, and Wyoming, to all 
^'hich States our cattle are sent, but it takesa lawyer, and a well-read one 
^t that, to find out what the various laws upon the subject are; and when 
^lle cattleman starts out upon the trail here he must get advice as to 
^^liere they have put the dead-line and as to what the particular inspec- 
tion laws of each particular State are. 

The States have trenched upon the power of Congress to regulate 

Commerce between them to the extent of saying that the cattleman shall 

Unload and hold his cattle for a time on the way to market, and the 

poor cattleman submits simply because he cannot afford to make a case 

in the United States Court and wait there to have it decided. The spirit 

. manifested in these inspection laws is on the increase and is growing 

. worse. What we want, gentlemen, is that Congress, under its power 

to regulate the commerce between the States, shall regulate it fully, 

making a uniform set of inspection laws and sanitary laws that will be 

the same for one State as for another. If the point be raised that Con- 
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gress cannot thus by uniform law take away the police power from tbe 
States, while I admit that the question may be a serious one, I do not 
admit that Congress may not decide it in our favor, and I want to see 
the effort made. 

A Delegate from Missouri. I have this much to say to the gentle- 
man from Texas. We want no dead-line between Missouri and Texas, 
but we claim a certain right in the State of Missouri that we wish to 
sustain. Our delegation came here to strike hands with the Texas 
delegation, and to give our voices to Texas in favor of the deep-water 
harbor and other facilities which she desires. Mr. Chairman, I hail 
from the great State of Missouri, and I do not speak of her as great ,■ 
because of her agricultural facilities, her mineral resources, or the emi- 
nent statesmen that she has given this nation in the last half centnry; - 
all these have shown her greatness, but I call her great because she is 
the mother of Texas* [Applause.] JS'ow, gentlemen of Texas, do not 
attempt to throttle us here, because we love you. We have given to 
you more of the sous and daughters who are on this soil than has any 
other State in the Union. Our flesh and blood are your flesh and blood, 
and in every case we will stand by you. Like the delegates from the 
other States arid Territories represented here, we are Western inen. 
Kow, we say to you, hold up ; give us a little right here. We are not 
fighting against any enterprise that you love. We want the same 
rights for all individuals in this country. So far as any of the * Big 
Four' are concerned, we concede to them the enterprise and thrift they 
have shown, but we wish that other men should have that same right. 
If a Texas man kills one hundred beeves a day and Phil. Armour kills 
ten thousand, I want the Texas man to have the same right to dispose 
of his product that Phil. Armour has. That is all we ask. 

Mr. Gliok. Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen of the Convention : I will 
now say this. The committee was very much divided upon this ques- 
tion, and finally, after discussing it with the utmost friendship and 
kindness to each other, and with reference to the interests supposed to 
be affected, that resolution was adopted as a compromise. Of course 
that does not say that you shall adopt it if it does not meet with your 
approval ; but I desire to say this, gentlemen, that our Texas friends 
misapprehend entirely the purpose and object of a local inspection law, 
or inspection by the States. It will not injure them in the least, but 
will benefit them to the extent of thousands and tens of thousands of 
dollars. Missouri and Kansas are being settled up ; the cattle business 
is passing away from us, and our farms are being divided into half and 
quarter sections. The rearing of steers for the market is becoming 
unprofitable, and yet we raise millions upon millions of bushels of com. 
Do you wish to force us in those States to continue the raising of cattle, 
or will you let us turn it over to you in Texas f Let me call your atten- 
tion to this fact : if you will consider the relative numbers of cattle in 
Kansas, Missouri, and Texas, you will see that if you put your dressed 
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beef into the markets of tbe State of Kansas you will force us to put 
all the surplus cattle of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and the North into the 
same market with yoo, and in competition with your stock. We ask 
that regulations may be made by which our stock can be kept out of 
the market and will not come into competition with yours, and then we 
will abandon the raising of steers and will come to Texas and buy our 
feeding steers of you gentlemen. Demanding nothing, we simply ask 
as a compromise that Congress be permitted to do this, leaving the 
States free. 

There is an overmarketing of cattle. I do not believe there is an 
overproduction of cattle, because while they have been increasing 
year by year the population also has increased. The consumption of 
beef has been largely in excess of the increase of cattle and of popula- 
tion. As we extend our farms, as our States become more thickly set- 
tled, you destroy year by year our capacity to raise steers; then why 
not let us, when we can raise immense crops of corn, take your steers 
and feed them, rather than force our steers into competition with 
yours t If you force us to it, we have to go into the markets in com- 
petition with you. There is another question ; it seems to be thought 
that this will interfere with the ' Big Four.' Gentlemen, I have no 
desire to interfere with them ; I would not if I could. They have 
secured us markets for a class of cattle that would be almost worthless 
without those immense packing-houses of Chicago, Kansas City, Omaha, 
and St. Louis, such as I hope you may have in your own State in the 
near future. But our people believe that if they can have the privilege 
of making inspection laws, the surplus stock of their States will be 
slaughtered and consumed at home. Kow, suppose you take out of the 
mtbrket the 500,000 head of cattle that go from Kansas and Missouri, 
would not that be of advantage to you by getting rid of the competi- 
tion those cattle would otherwise be in with your own steers ? I be- 
lieve that when you consider this question- in its bearings upon the 
present and the future, the Lone Star State will not, for the purpose of 
selling a few beef cattle, strike at a great principle of State rights, and 
say that the State of Missouri and the other States shall have no regu- 
lating power. 

Mr. CONNELLEE (Texas). I did not expect to enter this discussion, 
bat the resolution brings up before us for consideration a subject to 
which we must pay attention. Mr. Glick has said that Missouri has a 
large quantity of beef to market, and that the local inspection he de- 
sires is for the purpose of keeping all his beef in his own country and 
getting a home market for it. But in Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, Col- 
orado, Texas, New Mexico, and throughout the Western country a home 
market is not what is needed. We have more than we can consume. 
What we do need is a market from home. We need to supply not only 
the markets of the United States, but those of Europe. Shall we in 
this matter of inspection give the people of England a key with which 
22709 6 
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to lock out our stockl It amounts to that. When we say th£ 
cattle are diseased and must be inspected they will say that thei 
reason why our beef should not go into their market. Missouri 
a market because she produces more than she can consume, and 
been suggested that the idea in this inspection is not to keep Mii 
men from shipping to Chicago, but to have a law which shall sa; 
Texas cattle are diseased and Missouri cattle are not. The moi 
matter of disease among cattle is stirred up the less* market wc 
have abroad. All that we say about pleuro-pneumonia and oth< 
eases is published in the prints of England. We want a broadei 
kety and do not want to keep our stock at home under local iuspe 

Mr. Hewins (Kansas). Mr. Oonnellee has pretty nearly strac 
key-note of this question in what he has said about the agitation ( 
inspection idea. We are quarantined against the markets of the 
by an organization that knows less about diseases to-day than 
know about what the future will be. I believe that the less we 
to say about this inspection business the better it is for the cat 
dustry of this country. 

Mr. Atkinson (Kansas). It seems to me that the trouble wit 
Texas friends is that they are afraid State inspection is going to i 
the export trade. No person who will pay attention to the word 
that resolution can think so. The report calls for national inspe 
under which there will be placed upon the market nothing but 
meats. State inspection will have no weight whatever in forcing] 
down, and there is no cause for alarm ou the score that State law 
injure the traffic. 

Mr. Hurley (Texas). The stirring up of this question of dis 
meat is certainly having a great effect against us on the other si 
the water. In Eussia, last year, I discovered that an immense coi 
tion was being formed with the object of supplying dressed meat 
German market. German capitalists are in the scheme. Thecoi 
tion is to deliver dressed meat in Great Britain at 3 cents per p 
our money. 

Mr. Guthrie (Kansas). Considering that this reputation whi 
have abroad has been given to us by those who opi)ose the m< 
under discussion, the objection made by the gentleman from ^. 
and based upon the grounds he states, reminds me of the boy wl 
called up to be sentenced for the murder of his parents, and begg 
judge to show a tender mercy to a poor orphan. Our reputation 2 
has come from those who have forced us to this stand. What a 
asking for who demand the right to so-called ' local inspection/ t 
that we may be allowed to protect ourselves ? Let it be borne ir 
that this Convention was not called here in any one interest; : 
called here because the interests of the great West are diverse, a 
the purpose of harmonizing these upon some ground and in som 
that will be of uiutual benefit to all in the entire section. Even 
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that the Texas gentlemen fear were rightly to be feared, they should 
f not, as a part of the whole, when there are so many States and Terri- 
t tories represented here, and when they are themselves getting all that 
r is demanded in their own interest, insist upon denying to ns what we 
demand in our interest as a part of the whole. We came here to har- 
monize, and our committee has met, debated, and handed in a unani- 
mous report. If one part of that report may be stricken out because 
■ it is said to prejudicially afiect Texas, then will come the motions to 
strike out other parts which may be said to prejudicially affect other 
States. This Convention is here as a whole, this committee has re- 
ported as a whole, and let us adopt their report as a whole. 
But I wish to say further to my Texas friends that there is really no 
t foundation for the objection which they make. What is meant by local 

[inspection I Do you sell your beef cattle in Kansas ? Only to the pack- 
ing men, and their market is found outside of Kansas unless they de- 
f mand the right to monopolize the local butchers of the little villages 
i and towns of Missouri and Kansas, and is there any occasion for 4hat ? 

"With the rapid development of the new South and the demand that 
^.there is for their product there, and with the development of the Alle- 
[gtuinies, with the manufacturing interests which exist there, in neither 
F:«f which sections are cattle produced, is there not an ample field for all 

the products of the packing houses now located in the packing centers 
E«f this country! In Kansas and Missouri we simply demand the right 

to protect ourselves against being crushed out of this industry. As 
r^was said by the chairman of the (committee. Governor Glick, we do not 
■ desire to raise cattle as an industry. We desire to exchange our herds 
^fcows for the steers that are raised in Texas. If you will let us have 
|3ft market for our corn to feed your steers in Kansas we will furnish you 

% market for your cattle here that will stimulate your industry, and in- 

tead of going to the sheriff we, in Kansas, will then be cattle-feeding 
en and our cow herds will be things of the past. We simply ask for 

he privilege of self-protection. In Atchison, where Llive, the idea of 

S*)cal inspection originated, because the packing houses of Kansas City 
ad driven the local market out of existence in our neighborhood. 
Vhen J udge Brewer made his decision, within the very same week an 
^ent of the packing houses of Kansas City came to Atchison and of- 
^red to put down dressed beef there at $2.45 per hundred. You know 
imd every one knows that it could not be done, and when I asked Mr. 
jlerome, the agent who was thete, why it was, he said: '*It is because 
tre are determined to control the market, and human nature is human 
bature the world over; we make as much as we can, and you protect 
yourselves if you can." 

Do we not know that the cattle-producing industry of the country in 
Che last three years has been impoverished year by year to a most 
nemarkuble degtee? Do we not also know that the packing interest 
Inring* that time has fajttened to a most extraordinary extent f Yet it 
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' is uot because of hostility to that interest that we demand this right, 
but it is that we may live and let live, and because we claim the pi-ivi- 
lege of following an industry by which we can profit. We are here with 
settled convictions, and for the purpose of agreeing upon some action 
that will last. There have been, I think, six of these conventions, and 
in all the same danger has stared us in the face that is staring in our 
faces still. The decline of the cattle-producing industry has gone on 
continually, and the conventions have not had the ability to stay its* 
progress. Let us, as some one has said here, pass resolutions that will 
not rot within the next six months, but upon which we can stand as a 
whole. This committee has reported unanimously. Do not let us be- 
gin now to tear that platform to pieces, for if we do the disintegrat- 
ing process will have only just begun. 

Mr. Matlock (Texas). I had the honor of being appointed as the 
member from Texas upon that committee, and although we returned a 
unanimous report upon this section as well as upon the others, we did 
so with the distinct understanding among the members of the committee 
that those of us who 5id not agree to it should have the right to express 
our views if the matter came before the Convention. I think that that 
part of the resolution ought not to be adopted. I think that it is fraught 
. . with great mischief to a great portion of the cattle interest of this State. 
It seems to me that if the report of the committee upon that point is 
adopted it gives States that wish to enact laws to compel all stock to 
be inspected on foot where they are to be consumed a right to pass 
such statutes. That is what we are trying to avoid. If Texas and Kew^ 
Mexico cattle and all other cattle in the West which are not considered 
first-class beef cattle are required to be inspected on foot where they 
are to be consumed there will be no market for Texas beef cattle at all, 
because most of our cattle go into the canneries. 

But as I understand the gentleman from Kansas in this regard, he 
says that they do not want to raise cattle in Kansas ; that they want 
to become purchasers of cattle there; that they want to purchase our 
beef cattle and will make us a market. Well, that may be truej but 
the gentleman points out the fact that there are half as many cattle in 
Kansas as we have here in Texas. He does not say that there is an 
over-supply of cattle in Kansas, but points to the fact that there are 
3,500,000 cattle there, and then says that they want a law passed by 
which they can prohibit cattle from being shipped into that country. 
Now I say to Governor Glick that it is undemocratic for one State to 
pass high protective laws for herself against her sister States. A gen- 
tleman from Kansas stated yesterday before the committee that when 
the Texas cattle were shipped to Chicago and St. Louis there was sharp 
competition among the feeders and stockers of that country for these 
Texas cattle, and that they paid good prices for them and took them 
home and fed them their corn and their grain, and placed them in 
the Chicago markets; that he would have to go out of th© market 
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[i order to purchase cattle ; lie would have to go to Arkansas and 
Iscwhere iu order to get fewlers, because there was so much 
fiompetitiou between the fanners of Kansas an<l Missouri. It is 
|ood for us that that competition should exist. 15ut he says : " When 
[we have fed them our corn the market is so full of other cattle 
that the* Big Four' will not pay much more than we could get as 
tockers and feeders, and we want this law passed so that we can get 
ibetter market for ourselves." If that was all there was of it that 
lid do ; but how about Texas and those who have theXexsts feeders? 
may be a good thing for the * Big Four,* but how does it work for 
[as people and others f If our feeders are placed there with them, 
«l they have the power under Congress to i»ass laws declaring our 
3k worthless, the result is that the purc.'hasi.'rs of feeders get theiii 
nothing and can hold them for a year and make lots of money out 
them by selling them as beef. 

Tour intention, I have no doubt, is right, but what would be the result, 
ihnman nature is human nature all over the round world? If we gave 
INI the power to pass laws requiring our cattle to \Ht Iuh\h*cAM iiiuler 
^local authority of your State, and your laws should say that these rat- 
lie of ours are diseased, that Texas cattle are not fit for th(^ mark(*t, 
hen when we placed them in your State there would \Ht no coiupeti- 
ion, yoa would have things all your own way, and i'jmhl purchasi* Ihc^ 
Beders, place them in the market, and get a gr^xl iu'wa* for 1 hem. 1 1 is 
iuigerous for us to allow such laws to Ije passffd. All the SUit-i^s now 
ijive a right to pass sanitary laws, and that is c<irn^:t and Just, but I Ur 
Ight to pass laws which shall jirohibit i^e^iple of other States from 
sipping stock across their own boundary-line is not deinoeratii*, and Ls 
lot in conformity with the Constitution of the r'nit^'^l States; and i dit 
believe that the Congress of the United States can pass a law dd 
kting to the States the power to regulate eommen;4'. Tint i 'dnsl it ii 
gives to Congress, and to Congress alone, the n;;ljl to re^uhur 
»tate commerce. 
Mr. Meboeb (Wyoming). Our friends fr^^m Kan^sats and M^rne oC tiie 
ler States declare that they want the right to enfonM- Un-al jnispectidn 
the hoof which this resolution gives. J>y that deiJajation thev are 
mting themselves to the lx^ople in a faJM^ iptfi-lilon fioin the \(i\ 
irt. Before they can pass a local ins]M^:tJon l;iw under any coloi dI 
riity they must perjure themselves by the pr€>|>«/hji ion i hat i he rail \r 
1 other States are diseasedaud uuljt for ffMMl. Whejj i hat deijai a 
goes forth what is the result to the nei;:hly>rjn;! iStaiej- aufl what u^ 
result to the people on the other side of the waller f All tlic jura I 
stion laws have been passed underthe ^tuIm: r#r the aiith<;i jiy f-iMi 
in the police powers, and under the a»s^rjijj)>tioii aiifj fjeijafation 
the cattle of all other Stat^^s were rotteu and le^'kin^' with di^ea.^i , 
eoDclition of things to assume and jiieMfni \o inti-IJiveni piui/li- 1 
friendy the Governor of Kansas, know^ thai the «::itilc- ot ^'ohMjihi 
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and Wyoming are as healthy as those of Kansas, and so does our friend 
from Missouri; then why hurl this charge to the world that the cattle 
of all other States are reeking with disease f We can not afford to do 
that. The premises are false and the conclusions will be ruinous to 
Kansas. Let Kansas pass such a law and enforce it, and what is the 
result? Kansas is raising cattle to sell, not to eat. As the gentleman 
says, Kansas has 3,500,000 of cattle 5 can she consume them ? Not by 
long odds. The cattlemen of Kansas propose to place their beef steers 
upon the market. If local inspection will hold, if Congress has the 
authority to enable a State to pass an inspection law that will hold, 
would not the people, farmers and others, who live in the States of 
the East pass just such laws? Would not Maine and l^ew York and 
Massachus etts and all of those States where the land is to-day lying 
idle pass local inspection laws too, and bring ui> the price of their 
cattle ? Kansas, Texas, Wyoming, and all of this Western country 
must have a market. These States do not want themselves fenced in, 
and that is just what you are doing with them, gentlemen, whenever 
you pass a local inspection law. 

Mr. Erion (Nebraska). I have no spleen to vent: I simply want to 
state my position in regard to this resolution. I too was a member of 
the Committee on Resolutions, and, as has been stated, we reserved to 
ourselves the privilege of giving our individual opinions to the Conven- 
tion. The report, as you have been told, was drafted as a compromise. 
Now, I am a national inspection man, and I think with the gentleman 
from Wyoming that. State inspection is a lie on its face. Local inspec- 
tion would hurt nobody were it not for the fact that it gives our meals 
a bad name in foreign markets. 

A DELEaATE. If local inspection is a lie, is not national inspection 
also a lie ? 

Mr. Erion. No, sir. 

Mr. Black (Texas). I thought this matter of State inspection had been 
passed upon by Wyoming courts, and that it was a dead issue there, 
but it seems not. Wo do hope to sell cattle in Kansas and to have re- 
frigerators right here in Texas. We expect to distribute ovCr meat to 
Kansas, Missouri, New York, and all other States to which Illinois is 
distributing it now. If you put a protecting wall around Kansas and 
trade only among yourselves, of course we are barred out from trading 
with you, but I thought all Democrats were opposed to this protective 
tariff. State inspection laws would operate as the closest tariff system 
ever introduced in America. The idea originated in the Eastern States, 
which are hurt by the competition of the West. We can produce cattle 
cheaper than they can and are able to send them cheaper. I think it 
would be a great mistake to pass any State inspection law that would 
interfere in anj'^ way with trade. 

Mr. Robinson (Kansas). I do not know that I agree with any of 
the positions taken here on this question, but this seems to mo a good 
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time to say something aboat what is the matter. I think, gentlemen^ 
tbat we will not find our remedy in this inspection hkw. The sitaation 
is about like this : the meat supply of this country is going through 
certain channels, not only the export supply, but the whole consuBip- 
tion supply. That our friends in Kansas object to ; they object to hav- 
ing the railroads take our cattle on the hoof to Kansas City and bring 
it back in meat ; but that is the situation all over this country to-day, 
and in my judgment a local inspection law will not change that 
situation, and I doubt whether Congress could give us a constitu- 
tional one. But what is the remedy ? Why, I do not believe that we 
cattle dealers and raisers and feeders will ever get a remedy until we 
take this matter in our own hands and do business on business princi- 
ples, sending our products to market when wanted and at no other 
time. Now, suppose that these four men — the ' Big Four,' as we call 
them — are supplying the whole country ; must not they have a con- 
tinuous suppply of beef driven in to them f Well, now, suppose we 
say, " Mr. Four, you are not paying us what you ought to pay," and 
can also say (we can come together now and say it right here), '* We 
have an arrangement all over the Southwest and !N"orthwe8t by which 
wo can send on one hundred animals, or one animal, or one thousand, 
or ten thousand, just as you please 5 and, Mr. Four, all your cus- 
tomers are hungry for meat, but you cannot get a hoof until you pay 
us $4 or $5 a hundred." In that way we can get our price, and we can- 
not get it in any other way. I believe that is the way for us to go to 
work, and I was very glad that Mr. Black introduced the matter of 
a bureau of statistics ,• it does not go the whole of the way, perhaps, 
but it is an entering wedge at least. 

. Mr. MoDiABMiD (Missouri). I simply wish to put this question to my 
esteemed friend Governor Glick : Provided that national inspection is 
complete, would it not also be local, so that no State inspection would 
bo required ? 

Mr. Carroll (Texas). I do not think that any argument here will 
change the mind of a single man in this Convention. I assure you that 
this question of local inspection has been discussed around the camp- 
fires for the last two years. I think we are consuming too much time, 
and I move the question upon the motion before the Convention. 

The Chairman. Mr. Glick will read the resolution as reported by 
the Committee on Eesolutions, and will then read the same as it is pro- 
posed by Judge Rector to be amended. 

Mr. Glick. The resolution as it stands in the report of the committee 
is as follows : 

Second. That wo favor the enacfcmerit of laws providing for the national inspection 
jf cattle, to the end that American meats may find a market in any conntry in the 
vorld, with a guaranty of purity and healthfalness through inspection by Govern- 
aent officials. We also recommend that all legal obstacles to State inspection be re- 
loved, in order that the same may be had in any State where the same is deemed 
xpedient. 
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The following are tlie words wLicli it is moved shall be stricken out: 

We also recommend that all legal obstacles to State iuspeotion be removed, iu 
order that the same may be had in any State where the same is deemed expedient. 

The motion made by Mr. Rector (to strike out the words last above 
quoted by Mr. Glick, and to adopt the proposed resolution as so amended) 
was seconded. A vote was taken, showin'g a division. 

By direction of the Chair, the roll of the States and Territories repre- 
sented was called by the Secretary, who announced the result of the 
vote taken as follows : Ayes, 286J ; noes, 115 J. [The Missouri delega- 
tion, having 45 votes, was evenly divided upon the question.] 

Mr. Glick again read the section of the report numbered Third, and 
on motion the resolution therein embodied was adopted. 

Mr. Glick again read the section of the report numbered Fourth, and 
on motion the resolution therein embodied was adopted. 

Mr. Glick again read the section of the report numbered Fifth. 

Mr. Guthrie (Kansas). I move to amend that section by so changing 
it as to declare that we favor the increase of the tax on oleomargarine, 
and upon this I desire—I think we all understand it — to have the vote 
squarely taken as between cow butter and bull butter. 

Mr. Mercer (Wyoming). I move to amend the proposed amendment, 
and to have the resolution declare that we favor the wiping out of the 
tax — its repeal. [Applause.] 

The motion was seconded. 

The Chairman. You have heard the motion of the gentleman from 
Wyoming. The vote of the Convention will be taken upon that. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. EoBiNSON (Kansas). I would like to make another amendment, 
to the effect that the product called * oleomargarine ' shall be so labeled 
and colored as to be known on the market for what it is. 

Mr. Carroll (Texas). I wish, sir, to move as a substitute for that 
resolution that we favor the repeal of the tax upon oleomargarine. I 
move that as a substitute for the original resolution and the amend- 
ments to it. I wish the Convention to understand my motion : I incor- 
porate the proposition of Governor Robinson, that the tax on oleomar- 
garine shall be removed, and. add that the product shall be labeled so 
as to indicate what it is; then any person who wants it can buy it. 
Perhaps it is as good as ' chloroform butter,' which you have to chlo- 
roform to prevent its getting away. 

Mr. Glick (Kansas). Gentlemen, it is never a good policy for men 
engaged in any business to go upon the idea that their business can be 
built up by the trampling down of any other business or enterprise. 
Your prosperity cannot be secured by the destruction of the men who 
are your customers and patrons. You cannot make a market for Texas 
cattle by encouraging the breeding of cattle throughout the eastern 
portion of this country ; neither can you promote the sale of your cat- 
tle by injuring a business which i)rovides you with a market for the 
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same. To adopt a resolution of the kind prpposed is to antagonize a 
very large interest, one that, so far as foreign commerce is concerned, is 
almost equal witli your own to-day. Within the last few years the dairy 
interest has grown up until now, if 1 am not mistaken, the exports of 
butter and cheese amount to about $36,000,000 per year. The people 
in the Eastern and in some of the Western States have given up the 
breeding of cattle, have sold off all their breeding stock, and have pur- 
chased in their stead a class of cattle known and regarded as useful for 
dairy purposes alone. Now that class of people is as numerous as we 
are here in the West, and more so. They buy your beef— the dressed 
beef of the country, and they patronize you every day in the year ; they 
are your patrons, the consumers of your product. Then why do you 
ask to strike down that industry of theirs which has grown up to such 
an extent? It does not antagonize your interest, and the removal of 
the tax upon it would not add one mill to the value of any steer in the 
land. The * Big Four,' I believe, control the price they pay and regu- 
late the price to be paid by the consumer. Then why take off that tax? 
It amounts to only $1,000,000. It is necessary to be levied as a legal 
proposition in order that the Government may regulate and control the 
business. If not taxed, your Government cannot provide the manner 
in which oleomargarine shall be regulated and sold. This is purely an 
internal revenue arrangement, whereby the Government is enabled to 
stamp and mark the product, to control its character, and to say that it 
shall go into the market under its true name. To recommend that the 
tax be removed is to say what! It is to say that we are in favor of 
committing a fraud upon the people, and are willing, as stockmen, to 
put an adulterated commodity upon the market, a counterfeit which 
may be stamped as genuine butter, solely to benefit ourselves. Kow, 
gentlemen, the dairy interest will antagonize this, but I say in all frank- 
Bess that I do not believe we have the power to secure even a respect- 
ful hearing in Congress in an attempt to get that law repealed, for all 
the States are firmly convinced that it has been of benefit to them in 
making for them an export trade of about $30,000,000 a year, with 
which are combined the exports of cotton and of boots and shoes, giv- 
ing us the balance of trade and keeping a little gold in the country. 
Were it not for those articles you would be simply the tenant farmers 
I' of men who would own and control you and would vote you at the polls 
in the interest of their monopoly. Let us protect the dairymen, our 
friends and customers, and not seek to strike down their industry and 
\: their interest, as sacred to them as our own are to us. 

A Delegate from Kansas. When I left my home as a delegate to 

ttis Convention I supposed I should meet with a body of men who 

fere willing to deal fairly with their neighbors. Now, gentlemen, in 

[.file first place, this tax can affect your cattle only to the extent that 

(iallow enters into the composition of oleomargarine. We have sub- 

l[j}itted to every proposition made in the interest of the great State of 
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Texas. We have come here to represent tbe farmers of Kansas, and 
the question before us is one of vital importance to every tiller of the 
soil in our State. Will you, for the sake of getting a few cents more 
for a few pounds of tallow, say that this duty must be removed from 
oleomargarine I That would be unfair and unjust. We have made 
great concessions to you. Gentlemen, once upon a time a man was 
brought into a police court and accused of having struck his wife. In 
answer to the charge he said, " My wife has scalded me and tried to 
poison me, and she has broken chairs and broomsticks on my head, all 
of which I have stood like a man; but this morning she kicked my best 
coon- dog and that fetched me." Gentlemen, don't kick the coondog 
of the Kansas man. [Laughter and applause.] 

Mr. Erskine (Texas) said that a tax of $50 would be sufficient to en- 
able the officers of internal revenue to prevent oleomargarine from being 
sold as butter. 

Mr. Black (Texas). As I understand it, this tax was put on to re- 
strict the manufacture of oleomargarine, which was a fraud on the peo- 
ple of the United States, the product being sold as butter; but the 
manufacture was continued, and a new law was passed permitting th^ 
sale of the i>roduct so long as it was properly stamped as oleomarjja.- 
rine. Now, this does not prevent the manufacture of it, and I cannot 
see how the dairy interests are to be benefited at all. Armour manu- 
factures as much as he cares to; he is permitted to do so by law. But 
this tax comes out of some one. Now, where does it come from? Cer- 
tainly half of it comes from the producer and half from the consumer. 
If Armour did not have this to pay he would contribute a little more to 
us, but he cannot do so now while he has to pay this million of dollars 
to the Government. I do not see how the dairy interests are going to 
be affected in the slightest degree, because he is permitted by law to 
make the article. 

Mr. FoRNEY,(Kansas). The matter of this resolution is one that has 
bothered the best brains of the nation. We are to vote on something 
that will be laid before the world, as it were, and I am in favor of being 
very careful in regard to what we do about this matter. The gentleman 
from Kansas seems to throw insinuations at the Texas delegatiou. We 
are all interested alike in this matter, from whatever State we come, 
and I, who am myself a Kansas man, do not feel that our dog has been 
kicked. We are here for the purpose of controlling the 'Big Four/ 
and it has been well said that the man who has the steer will not be 
benefited at all ; but I say let us get a better price for the steer that 
contains that tallow. I amJn favor of striking out the i^esolution. 

Mr. Savage (Nebraska.) This question seems to be discussed more 
from personal ideas and motives, many of which are very erroneous, than 
from a business stand-point. The tax that the Government of the United 
States receives from the manufacture of oleomargarine amounted last 
jofir to about $1,000,000 ; the tax alone that the Government receives 
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aiDoaDts to about $1.50 or $2 for each and every animal of the bovine 
species that is killed in the United States by the ' Big Four.' Let me 
go back to the origin of this tax. It was originated and put through 
Congress by the Elgin dairies in Illinois j that is to say, it was origi- 
nated by them and was carried through mainly by them, though they 
had the assistance of the other dairies. But the Elgin dairymen are 
willing to-day, and have been for nearly two years, to have this law re- 
pealed. They do not wish to father the move in Congress themselves, 
but would be glad to have the cattlemen, the steer men, bring the mat- 
ter up. The Elgin people will tell you to-day that their best customer 
for their best butter was Mr. Armour, who bought more than all the 
other customers they had. Now what does it amount to? Before this 
tax was put on Armour paid them 28 and 30 cents a pound for butter, 
and they had a market for all they could manufacture. What do they 
get for it now ? It stands in the markets of Chicago and other cities 
begging for purchasers at 20 and 22 cents a pound. The tax is a detri- 
ment, and they see it just as well as we do. We are willing to grant to 
our brother cattlemen all the advantages they can derive from their 
business, and we, as beef producers, want the same privilege. The tax 
on oleomargarine, as I have before stated, causes a depreciation in the 
value of every steer and cow killed in this country of $1.50 to $2. The 
Government admits that oleomargarine is an article fit for food and 
grants permission to manufacture and sell it under the restrictions that 
it shall be branded as oleomargarine and that the retail dealers shall 
give a certificate with each sale testifying that the article is oleomarga- 
rine and not butter j and those restrictions are all that we need. If one 
does not wish to buy oleomargarine and eat it he is not compelled to. 
I have been using it in my family for the last four years and prefer it 
to any butter we can buy, because it is better. I will furthermore state 
in regard to the business that the main bulk of the oleo manufactured 
in this country finds a market in a foreign country ; the major part of 
the oil manufactured by the * Big Four' in America is sold in Holland, 
and the export last year amounted to 59,079,120 pounds, and you will 
bear in mind that 1 pound of oleo makes 4 pounds of oleomargarine. 

Mr. MoTHERSiLL (New Mexico). I wish to correct one statement made 
by the gentleman who has just taken his seat. He said that the tax 
amounted to $1.50 or $2 per head on all cattle killed. A calculation- 
based upon the number of cattle killed last year will show that the per- 
centage is away down below that. 

The Chair stated that the question was upon the substitute offered 
by Mr. Carroll (Texas) for the resolution reported by the Committee on 
Resolutions. 

The Secretary called the roll of the States and Territories represented, 
and announced the result of the vote taken as follows : Ayes, 337 ; 
noes, GC). [Applause.] 



Mr. Glick again read the section of tlio report numbered Sixth, and on 
motion the resolution therein embodied was adopted. 

Mr. Glide again read the section of the report numbered Seventh, and_ 
on motion the resolution therein embodied was adopted. 

Mr. Glick continued the reading of the report of the Committee on 

Eesolutions as follows : 

Your committee further recommend the adoption of the following resolntions a^= 
substitutes for all other resolntions proposed upon the subject of deep water: 

Whereas it is the sense of this Convention that deep water upon the Gnlf coast ol^ 
Texas is absolutely essential to the prosperity of the live-stock and other productiv^EE 
interests of Texas and of the great Northwest : 



Be it resolvedj That we heartily favor the appropriation by Congress of the $6,20U,0( 
recommended by the Board of Engineers for the improvement of the port of Galves^^ 
ton, and request all the Representatives in Congress to urge the immediate passage c^ 
the bill making the appropriation therefor; and 

Whereas six years are deemed necessary to profitably expend the amount c^ 
J6,200,000 to procure deep water at Galveston ; and 

Whereas it is of the greatest importance to the entire Northwest that deep water l^c 
obtained at the earliest possible time ; and 

Whereas the Board of Engineers reports that deep water can be obtained at Arans»^ 
Pass for $1,200,000 and at Sabine Pass for $1,400,000 ; and 

Whereas the amounts estimated by the Board of Engineers as necessary to secure 
deep water at Aransas Pass and at Sabine Pass can be advantageously expendedwithio 
twelve or eighteen months, and deep water can be thereby secured. 

Be it further resolved, That this Convention favors the appropriation by Congress of 
the entire amount of the estimates recommended for the work required at Aransas and 
Sabine Passes. But if Congress should foil to make liberal appropriations for Aransas 
Pass and Sabine Pass, then it is the sense of this Convention that private capital should 
be permitted to secure deep water at both Aransas Pass and Sabine Pass, as is now 
successfully being done at the mouth of the Brazos. 

Be itfurilier resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the Senators 
and Rei)re8entatives in Congress of the States here represented, with the request that 
they work to the end that deep water may be had upon the Gulf coast at the earliest 
possible day. 

Mr. Carroll (Texas). I wish to say that that resolution harmonizes 
all interests. There is no conflict between the various places seeking 
for deep water; the whole Northwest wants it, and Texas deals with it, 
I believe, on some occasions. [Laughter.] 

On motion, the resolutions last above read were adopted. 

Mr. Glick continued the reading of the report of the Committee on 
Eesolutions as follows : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the proposed resolution, a copy of which is 
hereto annexed [see p. 21], indorsing the creation and operation of slaughtering and 
refrigerating establishments in the State of Texas, beg leave to report the same back 
to the Convention, and to recommend the adoption in substitution thei-efor of the fol- 
lowing resolutions, to wit : 

Whereas it is claimed that the present depressed condition of the cattle industry is 
largely due to the lack of healthy competition in the market; 

Beit resolved. That this Convention commend the refrigerating enterprises already 
established at Fort Worth, Columbus, Dallas, and Victoria, all in the State of Texas* 
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and recommend the establislftneut, at the most appropriate ami iiccessiblo points, of 
refrigerating slaughter-houses of sufficient magnitude to successfully handle the sur- 
plusage of beef-cattle from the great Southwest, with a view of exporting the i)roduct 
of such refrigerating establishments to foreign markets. 

Be it further resolved^ That it is the sense of this Convention that the refrigerating 
slaughter-houses so established should receive the hearty support and patroutnge of 
the producers of beef-cattle in the Southwest. 

On motion, the resolutions last above read were adopted. 
Mr. Glick continued the reading of the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions as follows: 

Your committee further recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 
ResoUed, That it is the sense of this Convention, most respectfully submitted to 
Congress, that Congress should make an appropriation to pay all such Indian depre- 
dation claims as have been examined and approved by the Interior Department, and 
should make some provision for the adjustment and settlement of such claims as have 
not been approved, without any reference to the statute of limitations ; 

liesolvedy That the secretary of this Convention be, and he is hereby, instructed to 
forward copies of these resolutions to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the President of the Senate of the Congress now in session. 

On motion, the resolutions last above read were adopted. 
Mr. Glick continued the reading of the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions as follows : 

If our. committee on resolutions further recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

Hesolvedt That the thanks of this Convention are due, and are hereby tendered, to 
the Commercial Club of Fort Worth for the courtesies extended to the members of 
the Convention and its committees in the use of their magnificent club rooms as a 
place of meeting for work and social converse, whereby the dispatch of business be- 
fore the Convention has been greatly facilitated. 

On hiotion, the resolution last above read was adopted. 

Mr. Glick. The report is signed as follows : G. W. Glick (Kansas), 
chairman ; A. L. Matlock (Texas), secretary ; Louis Lutz, New Mexico ; 
A. Leonard, Missouri ; J. W. Bowles, Colorado ; 0. P. Johnson, Illinois ; 
J. F. Waters, Arizona; J. G. Pratt, Wyoming ; J. B. Erion, Nebraska ; 
J. L. McAtee, Indian Territory. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado). 1 move that a vote of thanks be offered to the 
Committee on Resolutions for the able manner in which its duties have 
been discharged. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr, Hadley (New Mexico) read the report of the committee appointed 
to confer with Mr. Stafford, as follows : 

Mr. Chairman : Your committee appointed to confer with Rohert E. Stafibrd, pres- 
ident of the Columhus (Texas) Meat and Ice Company, who holds a contract with an 
English syndicate for the delivery of dressed beef to such syndicate for two years, 
beg leave to report that they have met Mr. Stafford and examined his contract in detail, 
and are of the opinion that the provisions of said contract are suflaciently favorable 
to warrant the cattlemen of the Southwest in investigating fully the propositions 
Mr. StAlford may make, and in examining the refrigerating plants he desires to util- 
ize ^ oftn.ying out the provisions qf said contract. We respectfully recommend thfl,^ 
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a committee of five be appoiuted by the Chair to make such investigation, aud^ it 
foiind satisfactory, to so report; in such way and manner as they may deem advisable 
to the cattlemen of the country. 

O. A. Hadley, 

C. Goodnight. 

J. T. Brackenridge. 

A. G. Dull. 

R. E. Maddox. 

Mr. Hadley. I will say, gentleineu, that this report of the conclu- 
sions arrived at by the committee anticipates that a further and fuller 
report will be made after the Convention has adjourned. We made no 
special recommendation except that a committee of representative cat- 
tlemen be appointed, who would be able to investigate fully the plans 
and the contracts, for the reason that we ooald not say to the cattlemen 
here, " Weare now prepared to tell you that this is just exactly what you 
want." I will say, however, that the committee came to the conclusion 
that everything looked as though there was a little star appearing in 
the east for the benefit of Texas and the northwest. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) moved that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Connollee (Texas) offered the following resolution : 

Whereas the President of the United States has issued his proclamation that all 
cattle shall be removed from the Cherokee Strip by October, 1890 ; and 

Whereas there are many cattle seeking pasturage there which could be profitably 
held there until the time appoiuted for removal : 

Be it resolvedy That we respectfuUy request the President of the United States to 
permit cattle to be placed on said strip, and allowed to remain there under the 
same conditions as govern the cattle now there, and with the understanding that 
they shall be removed by October 1, 1890. 

On motion, the foregoing resolution was adopted. 
Mr, Burns offered the following resolutions : 

Whereas the live-stock commission-men have formed themselves into exchanges 
in the cities of Omaha, Kansas City, St. Louis, and Chicago, and by coercion have 
compelled the different buyers of live-stock to join said, exchanges and make their 
purchases only from live-stock commission merchants belonging to said exchanges; 
and 

Whereas the rules of said exchanges prohibit any person or company from doing 
business there without joining said exchanges; and 

Whereas the rules of said exchanges are that no cattle shall be sold for less than 
at a cost of 50 cents per head ; and 

Whereas rules have lately been passed by the Chicago live-stock exchange for- 
bidding any co-operative company to sell its own cattle : Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention that rings and combinations of 
this character are detrimental to the live-stock industry of this country, and that we 
are heartilj' opposed to and condemn the same. 

Be it further resolved, That we deem it the right of every American citizen to market 
his products in any manuer he sees fit without violation of law ; and we positively 
con^yBmn the efi'orts of any combination or perspn endeavoring to infringe upon this 
Tight. 
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The foregoiug proposed resolutions were referred to the Committee 
ou Resolutions, without debate. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado) offered the following resolutions: 

Mesolvedj That the earnest aud cordial thanks of th6 Interstate Cattlemen's Con- 
vention are due, and are hereby tendered, to Governor O. A. Hadley, temporary 
chairman, and to Charles H. Gould, temporary secretary of this Convention, and also 
to Hon. H. B. Stoddard and L. E. Finch, respectively our permanent chairman and 
secretary, for their earnest and devoted services as officers ; to the chairmen for their 
strictly parliamentary rulings, from none of which was there any dissent ; to the 
secretaries for the careful discharge of their arduous duties. 

Further resolved, That this Fifth Interstate Convention of Cattlemen recognizes the 
official work of its officers as equal to that performed by like officers in past conven- 
tions. 

Furtlier resolved, That these expressions of gratitude be spread upon the minutes of 
this Convention. 

On motion, the foregoing resolutions were adopted. 

A Delgate from Illinois. What disposition was made of the hide 
question, referred* to in the resolutions offered by Mr. Buell! 

The Chairman. I do not think the committee returned those reso- 
lutions. The matter rests with the Committee on Resolutions ; that 
committee has not yet reported on it. 

The following telegram was read by the Secretary : 

Washington, D. C, March 13, 1890. 
To II. A. Heath, i^or* Worth, Tex, 

Secretary Rusk directs mo to say that if appropriations will permit, aud the pro- 
ceedings have an important hearing on the cattle industry, the Department will 
publish them in special bulletin. 

D. E. Salmon, 
Chief of Bure-au of Animal Industry, 

The reading of the foregoing*telegram was followed by api)lause. 
The following resolution was offered, and was read by the Secretary : 

Besolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due, and are hereby tendered, to 
the people of Fort Worth, and to the officers of the railroads centering here, for the 
muuificent hospitalities received from them on this occasion. 

On motion, the foregoing resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Black (Texas). Gentlemen, in Texas the tariff is a delicate sub- 
ject, but I am a business man, and I look upon it in a business way, 
I am a Democrat, but I do not think I part with my privileges in ask- 
ing for this much ' protection.' I offer the following resolution : 

Whereas the tariff is an element that affects the value of American products ; and 

Whereas the manufacturers of leather, and of harness, shoes, and other goods made 
therefrom are protected by a tariff ranging from 15 to 30 per cent, ad valorem ; and 

Whereas these manufacturers are permitted, under the present tariff, to purchase 
and import the hide product from foreign countries free of duty; and 

Whereas the hide product is a very important one in the live-stock industry of the 
United States ; and owing to the privilege enjoyed by our manufacturers of buying 
their hides in foreign countries, notably, China, South America, India, and other 
semi-civilized countries, they have been able to reduce the cost of this product from 
3.5 cents per pound to about 5 centa per pound, without returning any corresponding 
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advautage to the consumers of shoes, harness, and other articles manufactured by 
them : Therefore 

Be it resolvedj That this Convention demands that the tariff on manufactured goods 
he removed altogether ; or else that we may enjoy an equal privilege with the Ameri- 
can manufacturer of buying our goods in foreign markets ; or else that a proper tariff 
be placed upon hides, goat skins, and other like incidental products of live-stock, so 
that the American manufacturer will be compelled to give preference to the Amer- 
ican producer of these commodities. 

A Delegate from Illinois. A few moments ago I made an in- 
quiry concerning tbe resolutions offered by Mr. Buell, of our delega- 
tion, and was informed by the Chair that those resolutions were in the 
hands of the Committee on Resolutions. I now ask that they be read. 
They contain a recommendation to Congress that the tariff on hides be 
restored. That tariff was one of the first efforts made in the interest 
of the cattle business. 

The Chairman. The resolutions mentioned were read at the time of 
their presentation. It is my impression that they went into the hands 
of the Committee on Eesolutions. 

Mr. McDiARMiD (Missouri). The resolutions were sent to the commit- 
tee yesterday. Thus far we have gone along harmoniously, but this is a 
political question and is not likely to end harmoniously if brought up 
now. 

Mr. Brush (Colorado). I move that the rules be suspended and that 
the resolution offered by Mr. Black be adopted. 

The motion was seconded. 

The Secretary called the roll of the States and Territories represented, 
and announced the result of the vote taken as follows: Ayes, I8G5 
noes, 225. 

The Chairman. The motion to suspend the rules is lost and there is 
nothing before the Convention. 

Mr. Glick (Kansas). I desire to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention are due, and are hereby tendered, to 
the Fort Worth Stock- Yards Company for its generons hospitality to the members of 
the Convention on the occasion of their visit to the stock-yards. 

It was inoved that the foregoing resolution be adopted. The motion 
was seconded and carried. 
The following resolution was offered and was read by the Secretary : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due, and are hereby tendered, to 
Senators Vest, Plumb, and Coke for their earnest efforts in behalf of the live-stock 
industry in their investigation concerning the marketing of cattle and hogs and their 
dressed products. 

Mr. Mayes (Indian Territory). I desire to offer the following resolu- 
tions : 

Whereas the Cherokee nation of North American Indians did purchase of the United 
States Government, under the administration of Martin Van Buren, for a valuable 
consideration, and did make full and satisfactory payment for, a portion of tbe then 
public domain ; and 

Whereas the United States, with their 60»000,000 people, have by recent executive 
ftcta declare^ their determination to 4eny tl^eir sacred pron^ises ^nd to annul all con- 



tract and treaty obligatioDS with f be Cherokee Indians and by their superior phys- 
ical force to seize and condemn these lands and to confiscate the revenues and 
property of the lawful tenants holding grazing leases from the Cherokee Indians : 

Now, he it resolved. That it is the sense of this Convention, representing an interest 
of yital importance to the great West, that the attitude of the United States on this 
question is unworthy of a powerful nation and in conflict with the Christian spirit 
of the present age. 

Be it further resolved. That the persons grazing cattle in the so called 'Cherokee 
Strip ' are doing so under a contract for grazing privileges made in good faith with 
the Cherokee government, with the tacit consent of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
with the fall knowledge of the Administration; and that any act of the Qovernment 
whicli shall seek to interfere with the relations existing between the Cherokee people 
and their tenants during the life of the present lease is subversive of the rights of the 
citizens of a common country. 

The Chairman. The proposed resolutioDs will go to the Committee 
on Besolutions. 
It was moved that the rules be suspended and a vote taken upon the 
! foregoing resolutions. The motion was seconded. 

Mr. GuNTEB (Texas) moved that the convention adjourn sine die. 
It was moved that a viva voce vote be taken on the motion to suspend 
the rules. 

It was moved that the resolution be laid on the table. Carried. 
It was announced that the Missouri, Kausas and Texas Eailroad 
' Company extended an invitation to the delegates, to join in a free ex- 
cursion over that road from Fort Worth to Galveston and return. 
I Mr. Black (Texas). In the report of the Committee on Bureaus of 
J Inibrmation and Statistics it was proposed that a memorial should be 
made to Congress, and it seems to me that a committee of three or five 
f should be appointed by the Chair to arrange that matter. 
I The Chairman stated that he would announce such committee to the 
local press. [The gentlemen so nominated were Messrs. Charles Good- 
night, Ike T. Pryor, E. E. Maddox, A. H. Pierce, and Tom O'Connor, 
all of Texas.] 

It was moved that a vote of thanks be tendered to the members of 
the press for their valuable services to the Convention. The motion 
was seconded and carried. 

Mr; Brush (Colorado) moved that a vote of thanks be tendered to 
Hon. J. M. Eusk, Secretary of Agriculture, for his kind proposition to 
publish the proceedings of the Convention, and that the same be ac- 
cepted. The motion was seconded and carried. 

On motion of Mr. GuNTEB (Texas) the Convention adjourned sine die. 
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